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June 10, 2020

RE: Industrial Hemp Program Seed Acquisition Regmint Changes
Louisiana Industrial Hemp Licensees:

The Louisiana Department of Agriculture & ForeitfpAF) will begin requiring industrial hemp
(hemp) seed quality analysis reports and prodidlilag information be submitted with the Seed
Acquisition Request form. Both seed quality anayssting and product labeling are required by
the Louisiana Seed Law and rules & regulationsthed_ouisiana Industrial Hemp Law and rules
& regulations. This requirement that the industhiemp seed quality report and product label
information be included as an attachment to thepheeed acquisition request form is being
implemented to ensure that Louisiana’s hemp praduceceive the highest quality of planting
seed available, and to assist in preventing theaspbof harmful noxious weed seeds in Louisiana.

Act 164 of the 2019 Louisiana Legislative Sessiecpognized hemp as an agricultural commodity
in Louisiana. Consequently, hemp seeds are sutgeitte agricultural seed requirements of the
Louisiana Seed Law and rules & regulations in aaidito the Louisiana Industrial Hemp Law and
rules & regulations, as also stated in LAC 7:X[B21(D).

LAC 7:X111.1321(E) states:

"The guarantor of industrial hemp seed, exceptgrergxempt pursuant to the authority
of R.S. 3:1445, and who sells, transports, distebuor offers or handles for sale
agricultural, or vegetable seed, shall have a cetemnalysis test performed on the seed
by a registered seed technologist or an officialesseed analyst prior to the seed being
sold, distributed or offered or handled for saléauisiana.”

Additionally, La. R.S. 3:1436(2)(a-i) requires tHiellowing minimum information on each
container of agricultural seed:

« Except as otherwise provided herein, the commotdgpted name of the kind and
variety* of each agricultural seed component in exceswefdercent of the whole, and
the percentage of weight of each in the ordersgpiedominance.

» The number or other lot identification.

 The origirf of the seed. If the origin is not known, that falall be stated.

e The percentage by weight of all weed seeds.

* The name and number per pound of each kind of nsxeed seed.

* The percentage by weight of crop seeds other tinasetrequired to be on the label.

» The percentage by weight of inert matter.

 For each named agricultural seed: the percentagerofination, exclusive of hard séed
the percentage of hard séethen present; and the calendar month and yedeshevas
completed to determine such percentages.

* Name and address of the person who labeled saidoseeho sells, offers, or exposes said
seed for sale within this state.

L variety or strain
2 State or country of origin
% Hard or dormant seed

5825 Florida Blvd., Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806 Telephone: (225) 922-1234 Fax: (225) 922-1253 www.ldaf.state.la.us

o0
<



Pursuant to the above mentioned authority, indalstremp seeds are required to be labeled and have a
complete analysis test performed. Hemp licensees@w required to provide to LDAF, in addition teet
THC certificate of analysis, 1) a report of anadygbm the seed gquality testing laboratory, showiing
seed being acquired has been tested for germinatidmpurity quality, and the presence of noxiousdve
seeds, and 2) a seed product label that is in ¢anga with the above requirements.

Thereport of analysis and label should be reguested from your seed supplier prior to purchasing
the seed. Once obtained, licensees must forward this inféiona along with the THC certificate of
analysis, and completed Seed Acquisition Request fo LDAF for approval.

Please note that upon receipt of your approved heeepl, and at your request, LDAF Seed Testing
Laboratory staff can provide a purity, germinatiand noxious weed seed quality check and label
compliance review.

For complete seed testing and labeling requiremesfser to the Louisiana Seed Law and rules &
regulations. The law and regulations can be founthe LDAF website by clickingere.

For questions concerning these new requiremenggisel contact us by phone at 225-925-4733 or by
email atseed@ldaf.state.la.gov

Respectfully,

Lester Cannon, Director
Seed Programs Division

cc. Mike Strain, DVM Commissioner
Benjy Rayburn, AES Assistant Commissioner
Amanda LaGroue, AES Attorney
Dr. Angela Guidry, Industrial Hemp Program Cooedor
David Johnston, Seed Programs Coordinator



