
CHAPTER 9. SOIL CONSERVATION  

PART I. SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICTS  

§1201. Legislative determinations and declaration of policy  
It is hereby declared, as a matter of legislative determination:  
A .  T he condition.  T hat the farm and graz ing lands of the S tate of L ou isiana are among the basic assets of the state and 
that the p reservation of these lands is necessary to p rotect and p romote the health, safety, and general w elfare of its 
p eop le;  that imp rop er land-u se p ractices have cau sed and have contribu ted to, and are now  cau sing and contribu ting 
to, a p rogressively more seriou s erosion of the farm and graz ing lands of this state;  that the break ing of natu ral grass, 
p lant, and forest cover have interfered w ith the natu ral factors of soil stabiliz ation, cau sing loosening of soil and 
ex hau stion of hu mu s, and develop ing a soil condition that favors erosion;  that the top soil is being w ashed ou t of fields 
and p astu res;  that there has been an accelerated w ashing of slop ing fields;  that these p rocesses of erosion sp eed u p  
w ith removal of absorp tive top soil, cau sing ex p osu re of less absorp tive and less p rotective bu t more erosive su b-soil;  
that failu re by any land occu p ant to conserve the soil and to control erosion u p on his lands cau ses a w ashing of soil 
and w ater from his lands onto other lands and mak es the conservation of soil and control of erosion on su ch other 
lands difficu lt or imp ossible.   
B .  T he conseq u ences.  T hat the conseq u ences of su ch soil erosion are the silting and sedimentation of stream 
channels, reservoirs, dams, ditches, and harbors;  the p iling u p  of soil on low er slop es, and its dep osit over allu vial 
p lains;  the redu ction in p rodu ctivity or ru in of rich bottom lands by overw ash of p oor su bsoil material, sand and gravel 
sw ep t ou t of the hills;  deterioration of soil and its fertility, deterioration of crop s grow n thereon, and declining acre yields 
desp ite develop ment of scientific p rocesses for increasing su ch yields;  loss of soil and w ater w hich cau ses destru ction 
of food and cover for w ildlife;  a w ashing of soil into streams w hich silts over sp aw ning beds, and destroys w ater p lants, 
diminishing the food su p p ly of fish;  a diminishing of the u ndergrou nd w ater reserve, w hich cau ses w ater shortages, 
intensifies p eriods of drou ght, and cau ses crop  failu re;  an increase in the sp eed and volu me of rainfall ru n-off, cau sing 
severe and increasing floods, w hich bring su ffering, disease, and death;  imp overishment of families attemp ting to farm 
eroding and eroded lands;  damage to roads, highw ays, railw ays, farm bu ildings, and other p rop erty from floods;  and 
losses in navigation, hydro-electric p ow er, mu nicip al w ater su p p ly, irrigation develop ments, farming, and graz ing.   
C .  T he ap p rop riate corrective methods.  T hat to conserve soil resou rces and control and p revent soil erosion, and 
p revent floodw ater and sediment damages, and fu rther the conservation, develop ment, u tiliz ation, and disp osal of 
w ater, it is necessary that land-u se p ractices contribu ting to soil w astage and soil erosion be discou raged and 
discontinu ed, and ap p rop riate soil-conserving land-u se p ractices, and w ork s of imp rovement for flood p revention or the 
conservation, develop ment, u tiliz ation, and disp osal of w ater be adop ted and carried ou t;  that among the p rocedu res 
necessary for w idesp read adop tion, are the carrying on of engineering op erations su ch as the constru ction of terraces, 
terrace ou tlets, check -dams, desilting basins, floodw ater retarding stru ctu res, channel imp rovements, floodw ays, dik es, 
p onds, ditches and the lik e;  the u tiliz ation of strip  crop p ing, lister fu rrow ing, contou r cu ltivating and contou r fu rrow ing;  
land drainage;  land irrigation;  seeding and p lanting of w aste, slop ing, abandoned or eroded lands to w ater conserving 
and erosion p reventing p lants, trees and grasses;  forestation and reforestation;  rotation of crop s;  soil stabiliz ation w ith 
trees, grasses, legu mes, and other thick -grow ing, soil-holding crop s;  retardation of ru n-off by increasing absorp tion of 
rainfall, irrigation w here and w hen necessary;  and retirement from cu ltivation of steep , highly erosive areas and areas 
now  badly gu llied or otherw ise eroded.   
D .  D eclaration of p olicy.  It is hereby fu rther declared to be the p olicy of the legislatu re to p rovide for the conservation of 
the soil and soil resou rces of this state, and for the control and p revention of soil erosion, and for the p revention of 
floodw ater and sediment damages, and for fu rthering the conservation, develop ment, u tiliz ation, and disp osal of w ater, 
and thereby to p reserve natu ral resou rces, control floods, p revent imp airment of dams and reservoirs, assist in 
maintaining the navigability of rivers and harbors, to p reserve w ildlife, p rotect p u blic lands, and p rotect and p romote the 
health, safety, and general w elfare of the p eop le of this state.   
A mended by A cts 1 9 5 6 , N o.  1 0 ,§  1 .  



§1202. Terms defined  
As used in this Part of Chapter 9, the terms defined in this Section have the meanings here given to them, except 
w here the context expressl y  indicates otherw ise:   
( 1 )  " D istrict"  or " soil  conservation district"  means a governmental  sub division of this State, and a pub l ic b ody  corporate 
and pol itic, organiz ed in accordance w ith the provisions of this Part, for the purposes, w ith the pow ers, and sub j ect to 
the restrictions set forth in this Part.   
( 2 )  " Supervisor"  means one of the memb ers of the governing b ody  of a district, el ected or appointed in accordance w ith 
the provisions of this Part.   
( 3 )  " Committee"  or " State Soil  Conservation Committee"  means the agency  created in Section 3 : 1 2 0 4 .   
( 4 )  " Petition"  means a petition fil ed under the provisions of sub section A of Section 3 : 1 2 0 5  for the creation of a district.   
( 5 )  " N ominating petition"  means a petition fil ed under the provisions of Section 3 : 1 2 0 6  to nominate candidates for the 
office of supervisor of a soil  conservation district.   
( 6 )  " State"  means the State of L ouisiana.   
( 7 )  " Agency  of this State"  incl udes the government of this State and any  sub division, agency , or instrumental ity , 
corporate or otherw ise, of the government of this State.   
( 8 )  " U nited States"  or " agencies of the U nited States"  incl ude the U nited States of America, the Soil  Conservation 
Service of the U nited States D epartment of Agricul ture, and any  other agency  or instrumental ity , corporate or 
otherw ise, of the U nited States of America.   
( 9)  " G overnment"  or " governmental "  incl udes the government of this State, the G overnment of the U nited States, or 
any  sub division, agency , or instrumental ity , corporate or otherw ise, of either of them.   
( 1 0 )  " L and ow ner"  or " ow ner of l and"  incl udes any  person, persons, partnership, firm, or corporation w ho shal l  hol d titl e 
to any  l ands l y ing w ithin a district organiz ed under the provisions of this Part.   
( 1 1 )  " L and occupant"  or " occupant of l and"  incl udes any  person, persons, partnership, firm, or corporation w ho shal l  
hol d titl e to, or shal l  b e in possession of, any  l ands l y ing w ithin a district organiz ed under the provisions of this Part, 
w hether as ow ner, l essee, tenant, or otherw ise.   
( 1 2 )  " D ue notice"  means notice pub l ished at l east tw ice, w ith an interval  of at l east 7  day s b etw een the tw o pub l ication 
dates, in a new spaper or other pub l ication of general  circul ation w ithin the appropriate area, or if no such pub l ication of 
general  circul ation b e avail ab l e, b y  posting at a reasonab l e numb er of conspicuous pl aces w ithin the appropriate area, 
such posting to incl ude, w here possib l e, posting at pub l ic pl aces w here it may  b e customary  to post notices concerning 
parish or municipal  affairs general l y .  At any  hearing hel d pursuant to such notice, at the time and pl ace designated in 
such notice, adj ournment may  b e made from time to time w ithout the necessity  of renew ing such notice for such 
adj ourned dates.  

§1204 . S t a t e so il  a nd w a t er c o nserv a t io n c o mmit t ee  
A. ( 1 ) ( a)  T here is hereb y  estab l ished, to serve as an agency  of the state and to perform the functions conferred upon it 
in this Part, a state soil  and w ater conservation committee.  T he committee shal l  consist of eight memb ers.  T he 
chancel l or of the L ouisiana State U niversity  Agricul tural  Center, the commissioner of agricul ture of L ouisiana, and the 
president of the L ouisiana Association of Conservation D istricts shal l  automatical l y  b e memb ers of this committee.  
E ach shal l  designate a person to represent him at meetings at w hich he cannot b e present, and the person so 
designated b y  each shal l  serve, in the ab sence of the officer w ho sel ects him, w ith the same pow er and authority  as 
that officer, incl uding the right to vote.  I n the case of the L ouisiana Association of Conservation D istricts president, his 
al ternate shal l  b e the vice president of the association.  T he other five memb ers shal l  b e el ected, one from each of the 
fol l ow ing areas of the state:   



(i) State Area No. 1, comprising those soil and water conservation districts which include either all or the predominant 
areal portion of  the parishes of  C addo, B ossier, W eb ster, C laib orne, U nion, L incoln, B ienville, R ed R iver, D eSoto, and 
Sab ine.  
(ii) State Area No. 2 , comprising those soil and water conservation districts which include either all or the predominant 
areal portion of  the parishes of  O uachita, M orehouse, W est C arroll, E ast C arroll, R ichland, M adison, F rank lin, T ensas, 
and C oncordia.  
(iii) State Area No. 3 , comprising those soil and water conservation districts which include either all or the predominant 
areal portion of  the parishes of  J ack son, C aldwell, C atahoula, Avoy elles, L aSalle, W inn, G rant, R apides, Allen, 
B eauregard, V ernon, and Natchitoches.  
(iv) State Area No. 4 , comprising those soil and water conservation districts which include either all or the predominant 
areal portion of  the parishes of  St. L andry , E vangeline, Acadia, J ef f erson D avis, C alcasieu, C ameron, V ermilion, 
L af ay ette, St. M artin, I b eria, St. M ary , T erreb onne, and L af ourche.  
(v) State Area No. 5 , comprising those soil and water conservation districts which include either all or the predominant 
areal portion of  the parishes of  P ointe C oupee, W est F eliciana, E ast F eliciana, St. H elena, T angipahoa, W ashington, 
St. T ammany , L ivingston, E ast B aton R ouge, W est B aton R ouge, I b erville, Assumption, Ascension, St. J ames, St. 
J ohn the B aptist, St. C harles, J ef f erson, O rleans, St. B ernard, and P laq uemines.  
(b ) At the same time, in the same manner, and f or the same term as hereinaf ter provided f or the election of  the f ive 
memb ers, there shall b e elected one alternate f or each such memb er, who shall b e elected f rom the same area and 
shall possess the same q ualif ications as the memb er f or whom he is elected as an alternate. W henever f or any  reason 
the memb er elected f rom any  area is unab le to b e present at any  meeting of  the committee, the alternate elected f rom 
his area shall serve in his place, and in such case, the alternate shall ex ercise all of  the powers vested b y  law in the 
memb er, including the right to vote. F or each day  of  such service the alternate shall b e paid the same per diem and 
ex penses as a memb er. A vacancy  in the position of  alternate shall b e f illed as provided b y  law f or memb ers.  
(2 )(a) T he memb ers of  the state soil and water conservation committee created b y  law prior to August 1, 19 5 6 , shall 
continue to serve as a state soil and water conservation committee until the new memb ers of  the state soil and water 
conservation committee are elected and q ualif y  as hereinaf ter provided.  
(b ) W ithin f orty -f ive day s af ter August 1, 19 5 6 , the chairman of  the old state soil and water conservation committee 
shall notif y  the soil and water conservation district supervisors within the state of  the time and the place that an election 
is to b e held as hereinaf ter provided.  
(c) A meeting of  each b oard of  soil and water conservation district supervisors shall b e held within thirty  day s af ter 
receiving notice of  the state convention. T he maj ority  of  the memb ers of  the b oard of  district supervisors shall 
constitute a q uorum and at such meeting, the b oard of  district supervisors shall elect one of  its memb ers as a delegate 
to attend a state convention, at the time and place specif ied in the notice given b y  the chairman of  the old state soil and 
water conservation committee. E ach such elected delegate shall have one vote at the state convention. E ach state 
area at the state convention shall elect one of  its memb ers as a memb er of  the state soil and water conservation 
committee to represent that area. E ach memb er elected as a memb er of  the state soil and water conservation 
committee shall b e a landowner or operator actively  engaged in f arming or animal husb andry  within the district and 
area he represents and shall b e a q ualif ied voter in that district. H e shall b e elected as a memb er of  the state soil and 
water conservation committee b y  a maj ority  of  the votes cast at the state convention. T he chairman of  the convention 
shall within ten day s certif y  to the old state soil and water conservation committee and to the secretary  of  state the 
name and address of  the person so elected as a memb er of  the new state soil and water conservation committee. 
E ach memb er of  the committee shall tak e the state constitutional oath of  of f ice and q ualif y  within thirty  day s af ter this 
election. W ithin thirty  day s af ter the election and q ualif ication of  the f ive memb ers, the commissioner of  agriculture of  
the state of  L ouisiana shall call a meeting of  the entire committee, at which time one of  the said memb ers provided f or 
herein shall b e elected chairman of  the state soil and water conservation committee, another memb er shall b e elected 
vice-chairman, and a third memb er secretary -treasurer. T he terms of  the f ive memb ers of  the state soil and water 
conservation committee elected under this Section shall b e as f ollows:   
T he memb ers f rom State Area Nos. 1 and 2  shall serve f or one y ear;   



The members from State Area Nos. 3 and 4 shall serve for two years;  
The members from State Area No. 5  shall serve for three years.  
Thereafter,  eac h member shall serve for a p eri od of three years after hi s elec ti on and shall be removed only for c au se. 
I n the event of a vac anc y,  the vac anc y shall be fi lled by the state c ommi ttee u nti l the nex t c onventi on,  and then by 
elec ti on i n the same manner,  as ou tli ned,  for the u nex p i red term. An elec ted member of the c ommi ttee shall not q u ali fy 
for reelec ti on u nless he shall have attended at least si x ty-si x  and two-thi rds p erc ent of the sc hedu led c ommi ttee 
meeti ng s du ri ng  hi s tenu re; however,  u p on a showi ng  of g ood c au se thi s c ondi ti on may be wai ved by resolu ti on du ly 
adop ted by the state soi l and water c onservati on c ommi ttee.  
( 3)  The c ommi ttee shall k eep  a rec ord of i ts offi c i al ac ti ons and may p erform su c h ac ts,  hold su c h p u bli c  heari ng s,  and 
p romu lg ate su c h ru les and reg u lati ons as may be nec essary for the ex ec u ti on of i ts fu nc ti ons u nder thi s P art.  
B . The State Soi l and W ater C onservati on C ommi ttee shall emp loy a di rec tor and an assi stant di rec tor who shall be 
ap p oi nted by the c ommi ttee su bj ec t to the ap p roval of the c ommi ssi oner of ag ri c u ltu re and forestry. The di rec tor and 
the assi stant di rec tor shall be i n the u nc lassi fi ed servi c e. The c ommi ssi oner may emp loy su c h other p ersonnel of the 
c ommi ttee as he deems ap p rop ri ate. All emp loyees of the c ommi ttee shall be u nder the di rec ti on and su p ervi si on of 
the c ommi ssi oner. The c ommi ttee may c all u p on the attorney g eneral of the state for su c h leg al servi c es as i t may 
req u i re or may emp loy i ts own c ou nsel and leg al staff. I t shall have au thori ty to deleg ate to i ts c hai rman,  to one or more 
of i ts members,  or to one or more ag ents or emp loyees,  su c h p owers and du ti es as i t may deem p rop er. I t shall be 
fu rni shed the nec essary su p p li es and eq u i p ment for the c ommi ttee' s work . I t shall have the au thori ty to loc ate i ts offi c e 
at a p lac e to be selec ted by the c ommi ttee. U p on req u est of the c ommi ttee,  for the p u rp ose of c arryi ng  ou t any of i ts 
fu nc ti ons,  the su p ervi si ng  offi c er of any state ag enc y,  or of any state i nsti tu ti on of learni ng ,  shall i nsofar as may be 
p ossi ble u nder avai lable ap p rop ri ati ons,  and havi ng  du e reg ard to the needs of the ag enc y to whi c h the req u est i s 
di rec ted,  assi g n or detai l to the c ommi ttee members of the staff or p ersonnel of su c h ag enc y or i nsti tu ti on of learni ng ,  
and mak e su c h sp ec i al rep ort,  su rveys,  or stu di es as the c ommi ttee may req u est.  
C .( 1 )  The c ommi ttee annu ally shall elec t a c hai rman,  vi c e c hai rman,  and sec retary-treasu rer,  eac h of whom shall serve 
for a p eri od of one year from the date of hi s ap p oi ntment or u nti l hi s su c c essor i s elec ted and q u ali fi ed. A member of 
the c ommi ttee may serve c onc u rrently as a soi l and water c onservati on di stri c t su p ervi sor,  bu t he shall not be req u i red 
to c onti nu e i n offi c e as a soi l and water c onservati on di stri c t su p ervi sor i n order to be enti tled to serve hi s fu ll term as a 
member of the c ommi ttee. A maj ori ty of the c ommi ttee shall c onsti tu te a q u oru m,  and the c onc u rrenc e of a maj ori ty i n 
any matter wi thi n thei r du ti es shall be req u i red for i ts determi nati on.  
( 2 )  The c hai rman and members of the c ommi ttee shall rec ei ve a p er di em of thi rty-fi ve dollars for eac h day or frac ti on 
thereof ac tu ally eng ag ed i n offi c i al work  of the c ommi ttee,  p rovi ded su c h p er di em allowanc e as to eac h member shall 
not ex c eed twenty days i n any year. The c hai rman and members of the c ommi ttee shall also be enti tled to rec ei ve 
rei mbu rsement for ac tu al traveli ng  ex p enses nec essari ly i nc u rred i n the p erformanc e of thei r du ti es of the c ommi ttee,  
and only su c h members not otherwi se c omp ensated or p ai d from p u bli c  fu nds shall be enti tled to the p er di em 
allowanc e.  
( 3)  The c ommi ttee shall p rovi de for the ex ec u ti on of su rety bonds for all emp loyees and offi c ers who shall be entru sted 
wi th fu nds or p rop erty; shall p rovi de for the k eep i ng  of a fu ll and ac c u rate rec ord of all p roc eedi ng s and all resolu ti ons,  
reg u lati ons,  and orders i ssu ed or adop ted; shall p rovi de for an annu al ex ami nati on of the ac c ou nts of rec ei p ts and 
di sbu rsements and an annu al ex ami nati on of all di stri c ts; and shall p rovi de for a c omp lete au di t at least onc e every 
fou r years of the ac c ou nts of rec ei p ts and di sbu rsements and all di stri c ts,  all of whi c h shall be p erformed by the au di t 
and evalu ati on sec ti on of the D ep artment of Ag ri c u ltu re and F orestry and fi led wi th the leg i slati ve au di tor.  
D . I n addi ti on to the du ti es and p owers herei nafter c onferred u p on the State Soi l and W ater C onservati on C ommi ttee,  i t 
shall have the followi ng  du ti es and p owers:   
( 1 )  To offer su c h assi stanc e as may be ap p rop ri ate to the su p ervi sors of soi l and water c onservati on di stri c ts,  
org ani z ed as p rovi ded herei nafter,  i n the c arryi ng  ou t of any of thei r p owers and p rog rams; to assi st and g u i de di stri c ts 
i n the p rep arati on and c arryi ng  ou t of p rog rams for resou rc e c onservati on au thori z ed u nder thi s C hap ter; to revi ew 
di stri c t p rog rams; to c oordi nate the p rog rams of the several di stri c ts and resolve any c onfli c ts i n su c h p rog rams; to 



facilitate, promote, assist, harmonize, coordinate, and guide the resource conservation programs and activities of 
districts as they  relate to other special-purpose districts, parishes, and other pub lic agencies.   
( 2 )  T o k eep the supervisors of each of the several districts organized under the provision of this C hapter informed of 
the activities and ex perience of all other districts organized hereunder, and to facilitate an interchange of advice and 
ex perience b etw een such districts and cooperation b etw een them.   
( 3 )  T o review  agreements, or forms of agreements, proposed to b e entered into b y  districts w ith other districts or w ith 
any  state, federal, interstate, or other pub lic or private agency , organization, or individual, and advise the districts 
concerning such agreements or forms of agreements.   
( 4 )  T o secure the cooperation and assistance of the U nited S tates and any  of its agencies, and of agencies of this 
state, in the w ork  of such districts and to accept donations, grants, gifts, and contrib utions in money , services, or 
otherw ise from the U nited S tates or any  of its agencies or from the state or any  of its agencies in order to carry  out the 
purposes of this P art.   
( 5 )  T o recommend the inclusion in annual and longer term b udgets and appropriation legislation of the state of 
L ouisiana of funds necessary  for appropriation b y  the legislature to finance the activities of the committee and soil and 
w ater conservation districts;  to administer the provisions of any  act hereafter enacted b y  the legislature appropriating 
funds for ex penditure in connection w ith the activities of soil and w ater conservation districts;  to distrib ute to soil and 
w ater conservation district funds, eq uipment, supplies, and services received b y  the committee for that purpose from 
any  source, sub j ect to such conditions as shall b e made applicab le thereto in any  state or federal statute or local 
ordinance mak ing availab le such funds, property , or services;  to issue regulations estab lishing guidelines and suitab le 
controls to govern the use b y  soil and w ater conservation districts of such funds, property , and services;  and to review  
all b udgets, administrative procedures, and operations of such districts and advise the districts concerning their 
conformance w ith applicab le law s and regulations.   
( 6 )  T o enlist the cooperation and collab oration of state, federal, regional, interstate, and local pub lic and private 
agencies w ith the soil and w ater conservation districts;  and to facilitate arrangements under w hich the soil and w ater 
conservation districts may  serve parish governing b odies and other agencies.   
( 7 )  T o disseminate information throughout the state concerning the activities and programs of the soil and w ater 
conservation districts in areas w here their organization is desirab le;  to mak e availab le information concerning the 
needs and the w ork  of the soil and w ater conservation districts and the committee to the governor, the legislature, 
ex ecutive agencies of the government of this state, political sub divisions of this state, cooperating federal agencies, 
and the general pub lic.   
( 8 )  P ursuant to procedures developed mutually  b y  the committee and other state and local agencies that are 
authorized to plan or administer activities significantly  affecting the conservation of soil, w ater, and other related 
resources, to receive from such agencies for review  and comment suitab le descriptions of their plans, programs, and 
activities for purposes of coordination w ith district conservation programs;  to arrange for and participate in conferences 
necessary  to avoid conflict among such plans and programs, to call attention to omissions, and to avoid duplication of 
effort.   
( 9 )  T o compile information and mak e studies, summaries, and analy ses of district programs in relation to each other 
and to other resource conservation programs on a statew ide b asis.   
( 1 0 )  T o req uire annual reports from soil and w ater conservation districts, the form and content of w hich shall b e 
developed b y  the committee in consultation w ith the district supervisors.   
( 1 1 )  T o estab lish b y  regulations, w ith the assistance and advice of the legislative auditor or other appropriate state 
fiscal officer, adeq uate and reasonab ly  uniform accounting and auditing procedures w hich shall b e used b y  soil and 
w ater conservation districts.   
( 1 2 )  T he state soil and w ater conservation committee and the soil and w ater conservation districts that may  b e created 
under this P art shall b e the official state agencies for cooperating w ith the S oil C onservation S ervice of the U nited 
S tates D epartment of A griculture.   



E. Nothing contained in this Part shall have the effect of taking away or abridging any of the functions presently being 
ex ercised under ex isting law by the D epartm ent of Public W orks,  state of L ouisiana,  or of transferring any of such 
functions to any other agency.  
A m ended by A cts 1 9 5 6 ,  No. 1 0 , §  3 ;  A cts 1 9 7 0 ,  No. 4 6 9 , §  1 ;  A cts 1 9 7 4 ,  No. 1 0 1 , §  1 ;  A cts 1 9 7 5 ,  No. 4 2 , §  1 ;  A cts 1 9 7 8 ,  
No. 7 4 0 , §  1 ;  A cts 1 9 8 0 ,  No. 3 8 5 , §  1 ;  A cts 1 9 8 4 ,  No. 3 2 5 , §  1 ;  A cts 1 9 8 6 ,  No. 2 5 8 , §  1 ;  A cts 1 9 8 6 ,  No. 7 0 3 , §  1 ;  A cts 
1 9 8 8 ,  No. 9 1 , §  2 ;  A cts 1 9 8 9 ,  No. 1 0 5 , §  1 . 

§1205. Creation; division or combination  
A . A ny twenty-five owners of land lying within the lim its of the territory proposed to be organiz ed into a district m ay file 
a petition with the state soil and water conservation com m ittee asking that a soil and water conservation district be 
organiz ed to function in the territory described in the petition. S uch petition shall set forth:   
( 1 )  T he proposed nam e of the district;   
( 2 )  T hat there is need,  in the interest of public health,  safety,  and welfare,  for a soil and water conservation district to 
function in the territory described in the petition;   
( 3 )  A  description of the territory proposed to be organiz ed as a district,  which description shall not be req uired to be 
given by m etes and bounds or by legal subdivision,  but shall be deem ed sufficient if generally accurate;   
( 4 )  A  req uest that the state soil and water conservation com m ittee duly define the boundaries for such district;  that a 
referendum  be held within the territory so defined on the q uestion of the creation of a soil and water conservation 
district in such territory;  and that the com m ittee determ ine that such a district be created.  
W here m ore than one petition is filed covering parts of the sam e territory,  the state soil and water conservation 
com m ittee m ay consolidate all or any such petitions.  
B . W ithin thirty days after such petition has been filed with the state soil and water conservation com m ittee,  it shall 
cause due notice to be given of a proposed hearing upon the q uestion of the desirability and necessity,  in the interest 
of the public health,  safety,  and welfare,  of the creation of such district,  upon the q uestion of the appropriate 
boundaries to be assigned to such district,  upon the propriety of the petition and other proceedings taken under this 
Part,  and upon all q uestions relevant to such inq uiries. A ll land owners within the lim its of the territory described in the 
petition,  and of lands within any territory considered for addition to such described territory,  and all other interested 
parties,  shall have the right to attend such hearings and to be heard. I f it shall appear upon the hearing that it m ay be 
desirable to include within the proposed district territory outside of the area within which due notice of the hearing has 
been given,  the hearing shall be adj ourned and due notice of further hearing shall be given throughout the entire area 
considered for inclusion in the district,  and such further hearing held. A fter such hearing,  if the com m ittee shall 
determ ine,  upon the facts presented at such hearing and upon such other relevant facts and inform ation as m ay be 
available,  that there is need,  in the interest of the public health,  safety,  and welfare,  for a soil and water conservation 
district to function in the territory considered at the hearing,  it shall m ake and record such determ ination,  and shall 
define,  by m etes and bounds or by legal subdivisions,  the boundaries of such district. I n m aking such determ inations 
and in defining such boundaries,  the com m ittee shall give due weight and consideration to the topography of the area 
considered and of the state,  the com position of soils therein,  the distribution of erosion,  the prevailing land-use 
practice,  the desirability and necessity of including within the boundaries the particular lands under consideration and 
the benefits such lands m ay receive from  being included within such boundaries,  the relation of the proposed area to 
ex isting watersheds and agricultural regions,  and to other soil and water conservation districts already organiz ed or 
proposed for organiz ation under the provisions of this Part,  and such other physical,  geographical,  and econom ic 
factors as are relevant,  having due regard to the legislative determ inations set forth in R .S . 3 : 1 2 0 1 . T he territory to be 
included within such boundaries need not be contiguous. I f the com m ittee shall determ ine after such hearing and after 
due consideration of the said relevant facts,  that there is no need for a soil and water conservation district to function in 
the territory considered at the hearing,  it shall m ake and record such determ ination and shall deny the petition. A fter six  
m onths shall have ex pired from  the date of the denial of any such petition,  subseq uent petitions covering the sam e or 
substantially the sam e territory m ay be filed as aforesaid and new hearings held and determ inations m ade thereon.  



C. After the committee has made and recorded a determination that there is need, in the interest of public health, 
safety , and w elfare, for the org aniz ation of a district in a particular territory  and has defined the boundaries thereof, it 
shall consider the q uestion w hether the operation of a district w ithin such boundaries, w ith the pow ers conferred upon 
soil and w ater conserv ation districts in this P art, is administrativ ely  practicable and feasible. T o assist the committee in 
the determination of such administrativ e practicability  and feasibility , it shall be the duty  of the committee, w ithin 
reasonable time after entry  of the finding  that there is need for the org aniz ation of the proposed district and the 
determination of the boundaries thereof, to hold a referendum w ithin the proposed district upon the proposition of the 
creation of the district, and to cause due notice of such referendum to be g iv en. T he q uestion shall be submitted by  
ballots upon w hich there shall appear the w ords:  " F or creation of a soil and w ater conserv ation district of the lands 
below  described and ly ing  in the parish ( or parishes)  of _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ , and _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  and _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ "  and " Ag ainst 
the creation of a soil and w ater conserv ation district of the lands below  described and ly ing  in the parish( es)  of 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  and _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ " , w ith a sq uare before each proposition and a direction to insert an X  mark  in the sq uare 
before one or the other of said propositions as the v oter may  fav or or oppose creation of such district. T he ballot shall 
set forth the boundaries of such proposed district as determined by  the committee. All ow ners of land w ithin such 
boundaries shall be elig ible to v ote in such referendum. O nly  such land ow ners shall be elig ible to v ote.  
D . T he committee shall pay  all ex penses for the issuance of such notices and the conduct of such hearing s and 
referenda, and shall superv ise the conduct of such hearing s and referenda. I t shall issue appropriate reg ulations 
g ov erning  the conduct of such hearing s and referenda, and prov iding  for the reg istration prior to the date of the 
referendum of all elig ible v oters, or prescribing  some other appropriate procedure for the determination of those elig ible 
as v oters in such referendum. N o informalities in the conduct of such referendum or in any  matters relating  thereto 
shall inv alidate said referendum or the result thereof if notice thereof shall hav e been g iv en substantially  as herein 
prov ided and said referendum shall hav e been fairly  conducted.  
E . T he committee shall publish the result of such referendum and shall thereafter consider and determine w hether the 
operation of the district w ithin the defined boundaries is administrativ ely  practicable and feasible. I f the committee shall 
determine that the operation of such district is not administrativ ely  practicable and feasible, it shall record such 
determination and deny  the petition. I f the committee shall determine that the operation of such district is 
administrativ ely  practicable and feasible, it shall record such determination and shall proceed w ith the org aniz ation of 
the district in the manner hereinafter prov ided. I n mak ing  such determination the committee shall g iv e due reg ard and 
w eig ht to the attitudes of the elig ible v oters w ithin the defined boundaries, the number elig ible to v ote in such 
referendum w ho shall hav e v oted, the proportion of the v otes cast in such referendum in fav or of the creation of the 
district to the total number of v otes cast, the approx imate w ealth and income of land occupants of the proposed district, 
the probable ex pense of carry ing  on erosion-control operations w ithin such district, and such other economic and 
social factors as may  be relev ant to such determination, hav ing  due reg ard to the leg islativ e determinations set forth in 
R .S . 3 : 1 2 0 1 ;  prov ided, how ev er, that the committee shall not hav e authority  to determine that the operation of the 
proposed district w ithin the defined boundaries is administrativ ely  practicable and feasible unless at least a maj ority  of 
the v otes cast in the referendum upon the proposition of the creation of the district shall hav e been cast in fav or of the 
creation of such district.  
F . I f the committee shall determine that the operation of the proposed district w ithin the defined boundaries is 
administrativ ely  practicable and feasible, it shall appoint tw o superv isors to act, w ith the three superv isors elected as 
prov ided in R .S . 3 : 1 2 0 7 , as the g ov erning  body  of the district. S uch district shall be a g ov ernmental subdiv ision of this 
state and a public body  corporate and politic, upon the tak ing  of the follow ing  proceeding s:   
T he tw o appointed superv isors shall present to the secretary  of state an application sig ned by  them, w hich shall set 
forth ( and such application need contain no detail other than the mere recitals) :   
( 1 )  that a petition for the creation of the district w as filed w ith the state soil and w ater conserv ation committee pursuant 
to the prov isions of this P art, and that the proceeding s specified in this P art w ere tak en pursuant to such petition;  that 
the application is being  filed in order to complete the org aniz ation of the district as a g ov ernmental subdiv ision and a 
public body , corporate and politic, under this P art;  and that the committee has appointed them as superv isors;   
( 2 )  the name and official residence of each of the superv isors, tog ether w ith a certified copy  of the appointments 
ev idencing  their rig ht to office;   
( 3 )  the term of office of each of the superv isors;   



(4) the name which is proposed for the district; and  
(5 ) the l ocation of the principal  office of the su perv isors of the district.   
T he appl ication shal l  b e su b scrib ed and sworn to b y  each of the said su perv isors b efore an officer au thoriz ed b y  the 
l aws of this state to tak e and certify  oaths,  who shal l  certify  u pon the appl ication that he personal l y  k nows the 
su perv isors and k nows them to b e the officers as affirmed in the appl ication,  and that each has su b scrib ed thereto in 
the officer' s presence.  T he appl ication shal l  b e accompanied b y  a statement b y  the state soil  and water conserv ation 
committee,  which shal l  certify  and su ch statement need contain no detail  other than the mere recital s,  that a petition 
was fil ed,  notice issu ed,  and hearing s hel d as aforesaid; that the committee did du l y  determine that there is need,  in 
the interest of the pu b l ic heal th,  safety ,  and wel fare,  for a soil  and water conserv ation district to fu nction in the 
proposed territory  and did define the b ou ndaries thereof; that notice was g iv en and a referendu m hel d on the q u estion 
of the creation of su ch district,  and that the resu l t of su ch referendu m showed a maj ority  of the v otes cast in su ch 
referendu m to b e in fav or of the creation of the district; that thereafter the committee did du l y  determine that the 
operation of the proposed district is administrativ el y  practicab l e and feasib l e.  T he said statement shal l  set forth the 
b ou ndaries of the district as they  hav e b een defined b y  the committee.   
T he secretary  of state shal l  ex amine the appl ication and statement and,  if he finds that the name proposed for the 
district is not identical  with that of any  other soil  and water conserv ation district of this state or so nearl y  simil ar as to 
l ead to confu sion or u ncertainty ,  he shal l  receiv e and fil e them and shal l  record them in an appropriate b ook  of record 
in his office.  I f the secretary  of state shal l  find that the name proposed for the district is identical  with that of any  other 
soil  and water conserv ation district of this state,  or so nearl y  simil ar as to l ead to confu sion and u ncertainty ,  he shal l  
certify  su ch fact to the state soil  and water conserv ation committee,  which shal l  thereu pon su b mit to the secretary  of 
state a new name for the said district,  which shal l  not b e su b j ect to su ch defects.  U pon receipt of su ch new name,  free 
of su ch defects,  the secretary  of state shal l  record the appl ication and statement,  with the name so modified,  in an 
appropriate b ook  of record in his office.  W hen the appl ication and statement hav e b een made,  fil ed,  and recorded,  as 
herein prov ided,  the district shal l  constitu te a g ov ernmental  su b div ision of this state and a pu b l ic b ody  corporate and 
pol itic.  T he secretary  of state shal l  mak e and issu e to the said su perv isors a certificate,  u nder the seal  of the state,  of 
the du e org aniz ation of said district,  and shal l  record su ch certificate with the appl ication and statement.  T he 
b ou ndaries of su ch district shal l  incl u de the territory  as determined b y  the state soil  and water conserv ation committee 
as aforesaid,  b u t in no ev ent shal l  they  incl u de any  area incl u ded within the b ou ndaries of another soil  and water 
conserv ation district org aniz ed u nder the prov isions of this P art.   
G .  A fter six  months shal l  hav e ex pired from the date of entry  of a determination b y  the state soil  and water 
conserv ation committee that operation of a proposed district is not administrativ el y  practicab l e and feasib l e,  and denial  
of a petition pu rsu ant to su ch determination,  su b seq u ent petitions may  b e fil ed as aforesaid,  and action tak en thereon 
in accordance with the prov isions of this P art.   
H .  P etitions for incl u ding  additional  territory  within an ex isting  district may  b e fil ed with the state soil  and water 
conserv ation committee,  and the proceeding s herein prov ided for in the case of petitions to org aniz e a district shal l  b e 
ob serv ed in the case of petitions for su ch incl u sion.  T he committee shal l  prescrib e the form of su ch petitions,  which 
shal l  b e as nearl y  as may  b e in the form prescrib ed in this P art for petitions to org aniz e a district.  W here the total  
nu mb er of el ig ib l e v oters in the area proposed for incl u sion shal l  b e l ess than 2 5 ,  the petition may  b e fil ed when sig ned 
b y  a maj ority  of the el ig ib l e v oters of su ch area.  I n referenda u pon petitions for su ch incl u sion,  al l  owners of l and within 
su ch area shal l  b e el ig ib l e to v ote.  O nl y  su ch l and owners shal l  b e el ig ib l e to v ote.   
I .  A ny  district or districts org aniz ed u nder the prov isions of this P art may  b e div ided,  or comb ined with any  other district 
or districts,  or div ided and comb ined with any  other district or districts in the fol l owing  manner:   
(1 ) T wenty -fiv e or more l andowners of each district affected b y  the proposed div ision or comb ination shal l  sig n and fil e 
with the committee a petition req u esting  that the district or districts,  as the case may  b e,  and the operations thereof,  b e 
div ided or comb ined,  or div ided and comb ined,  in the manner req u ested.  T he committee shal l  prescrib e the form for 
su ch petitions,  which shal l  b e as nearl y  as may  b e in the form describ ed in this P art for petitions to org aniz e a district.  
T he committee may  condu ct su ch pu b l ic meeting s and pu b l ic hearing s u pon su ch petition as may  b e necessary  to 
assist it in the consideration thereof.  T he committee may  define in more detail  the b ou ndaries ou tl ined in the petitions 
for the districts proposed to resu l t from the div ision or comb ination.   



(2) Within sixty days after such petition has been filed with the committee, it shall give due notice of the holding of a 
referendum, and shall supervise and conduct such referendum, and issue appropriate regulations governing the 
conduct thereof.  E ach owner of land lying within the district or districts to be affected shall be entitled to vote;  and only 
such landowners shall be entitled to vote.  T he committee shall mak e provisions on the referendum for each landowner 
to vote (a) on whether or not he approves of the proposed division, if any, of the district in which his land is located, 
and (b) on whether or not he approves of the proposed new district in which his land will be located under the proposed 
combination, if any.  N o informalities in the conduct of such referendum or in any matters relating thereto shall 
invalidate said referendum or the result thereof if notice shall have been given substantially as herein provided and 
said referendum shall have been fairly conducted.   
(3 ) T he committee shall publish the results of such referendum and shall thereafter consider and determine whether 
the division or combination req uested in the petition is administratively practicable and feasible.  I f the committee shall 
determine that the division or combination of such district or districts is not administratively practicable and feasible, it 
shall record such determinations and deny the petition.  I f the committee shall determine that the division or 
combination is administratively feasible and practicable, it shall record such determinations and proceed with the 
division or combination of the district or districts in the manner hereafter provided.  I n mak ing such determinations the 
committee shall give due regard and weight to the attitudes of the owners of lands lying within the defined boundaries 
of the districts to be affected, the number of land owners eligible to vote in such referendum who shall have voted, the 
proportion of the votes cast in such referendum in favor of the division or combination of the district or districts to the 
total number of votes cast, the approximate wealth and income of the land owners of the proposed new district, or 
districts, the probable expense of carrying on erosion control operations within such district or districts, and such other 
economic and social factors as may be relevant to such determination, having due regard to the legislative 
determinations set forth in R . S .  3 : 1 20 1 .  P rovided, however, that no district or districts may be divided or combined if a 
maj ority of land owners voting vote against either the particular division or combination which is submitted to their vote 
as hereinabove provided.   
(4 ) I f the committee shall determine that the proposed division or combination is practicable and feasible in its entirety, 
it shall appoint for each district to result from the proposed division or combination two supervisors to act with three 
supervisors to be elected in accordance with, and subj ect to, the terms and conditions set forth in R . S .  3 : 1 20 6  (except 
that the nominating petitions shall be filed within thirty days of the determination of the committee and notice thereof to 
the eligible voters), as the governing body of each such district.  A ny existing supervisor shall be eligible to be 
appointed or elected as a new supervisor.  T he committee shall then certify to the new supervisors, and to the 
supervisors of such existing district which is to be divided or combined (hereinafter sometimes called old supervisors), 
the determination of the committee as to the administrative practicability and feasibility of the division or combination, 
the boundaries of the proposed districts, the names, addresses, and positions of the supervisors appointed or elected 
for each new district, and such other data as it deems appropriate.  T hereupon, the old supervisors of each district to be 
divided, if any, shall decide the proportion and manner of division of its property, assets, and rights, exclusive, 
however, of any executory contracts, among the new districts into which the old district is to be divided, tak ing into 
consideration the nature and source of such property, assets, and rights, the comparative siz es of the new divisions, 
the number of land owners of each such division, and general considerations of fairness in mak ing the allocation.  T he 
supervisors shall notify the committee and the new supervisors who are to receive any of said property, rights, and 
assets, of their decision;  and the said property, assets, and rights shall then be divided and transferred accordingly.  I f 
no division of a district is to be made, the supervisors shall simply transfer the said assets, property, and rights of such 
district to the new supervisors of the combined district of which it will comprise a part.   
I f the supervisors of a district to be divided are unable to agree on the division of the said property, assets, and rights to 
be made, within sixty days after the certification of determination from the committee, they shall notify the committee, 
and the committee shall, after a hearing of the said supervisors and any other persons within the district who may be, 
in the committee' s j udgment, reasonably entitled to be heard, decide and determine finally the proportions and manner 
of the division, and shall certify its decision to said supervisors, who shall proceed forthwith to divide the said property, 
assets, and rights accordingly.   
(5 ) U pon receiving the said property, assets, and rights to which they shall be entitled under the division or combination 
decided upon in the above manner, the supervisors of each resulting district shall file an application, duly verified, with 
the secretary of state, for the completion of the division or combination, which application shall set forth (and such 
application need contain no detail other than the mere recitals) that a petition for the division or combination of the 



district was filed with the committee pursuant to the provisions of this P art,  and that the proceeding s specified in this 
P art were tak en pursuant to such petition;  that the application is b eing  filed in order to complete the division or 
comb ination of the old district or districts as g overnmental sub divisions and pub lic b odies,  corporate and politic,  under 
this P art;  and that they  have b een appointed and elected,  respectively ,  as supervisors;  and the application shall also 
set forth with respect to the resulting  district or districts the matters req uired in this S ection.  S aid application shall b e 
ex ecuted and sworn to as provided in this S ection;  and shall b e accompanied b y  a statement b y  the committee,  which 
shall certify  ( and such statement need contain no detail other than the mere recitals)  that a petition was filed,  notice 
g iven and a referendum held on the q uestion of dividing  or comb ining  the named districts;  that the committee did duly  
determine that such division or comb ination was administratively  practicab le and feasib le;  and that the division or 
comb ination of the property ,  assets,  and rig hts was decided upon and carried out in accordance with the provisions of 
this P art.  T he said statement shall set forth the b oundaries of the district as they  have b een describ ed in the petition,  or 
further defined b y  the committee.   
( 6 )  T he secretary  of state shall ex amine the applications,  and shall receive and file them,  and record them in the b ook  
for the recording  of applications for the org aniz ation of districts;  whereupon the old districts shall cease to ex ist as such 
and the resulting  districts shall constitute g overnmental sub divisions of this state and pub lic b odies corporate and 
politic;  and the said secretary  shall issue to the said supervisors of each resulting  district,  a certificate,  under the seal of 
the state,  of the due constitution b y  division or comb ination ( as the case may  b e)  of such district,  and shall record said 
certificate with the application and statement.   
( 7 )  U pon the issuance of the certificate of due constitution of each such district under the provisions of this P art,  all 
ordinances and reg ulations theretofore adopted and in force within the former districts shall b e of no further force and 
effect.  A ll contracts,  ag reements and easements entered into,  to which an old district or the old supervisors thereof,  are 
parties,  shall remain in force and effect for the period provided in such contracts.  T he committee shall b e sub stituted 
for the district or supervisors as a party  to such contracts.  T he committee shall b e entitled to all b enefits and sub j ect to 
all liab ilities under such contracts and shall have the same rig ht and liab ility  to perform,  to req uire performance,  to sue 
and b e sued,  and to modify  or terminate such contracts b y  mutual consent or otherwise,  as the supervisors of the 
former district would have had.  T he committee may  desig nate and direct any  of the new districts to act as its ag ent to 
carry  out any  contract or duty ,  or enforce any  rig ht,  or perform any  other work  which accrues to it under this section on 
account of the division or comb ination of an old district.   
( 8 )  T he district constituted b y  such division or comb ination,  and the supervisors thereof,  shall have the same powers 
and b e sub j ect to the same restrictions as districts org aniz ed under R . S .  3 : 1 2 0 5 ,  and the supervisors thereof.   
J .  W hen a petition sig ned b y  at least a maj ority  of land owners in a territory  is sub mitted to the committee req uesting  
that the territory  b e transferred from the district wherein the territory  is located to an adj oining  district,  the committee 
shall proceed as follows.   
T he committee may  conduct pub lic meeting s and hearing s upon such petition as may  b e necessary  to assist it in the 
consideration thereof.  I n mak ing  such determination,  the committee shall g ive due weig ht and consideration to the 
leg islative determinations set forth in R . S .  3 : 1 2 0 1  and to the standards provided herein for the g uidance of the 
committee in mak ing  its determinations in connection with the org aniz ation of districts.  T he committee may  define in 
more detail the b oundaries of the territory  proposed to b e transferred.  I f the committee determines that the proposed 
transfer is not administratively  practicab le and feasib le,  it shall record such determination and deny  the petition.  I f the 
committee shall determine that the transfer is administratively  feasib le and practicab le,  it shall record such 
determination and provided that the proposed chang e is ag reed to b y  a maj ority  of the b oard of supervisors of each 
district affected b y  the transfer,  the committee shall proceed with and complete the proposed transfer.  I n such case,  no 
referendum shall b e necessary .   
K .  I n any  suit,  action or proceeding  involving  the validity  or enforcement of,  or relating  to,  any  contract,  proceeding ,  or 
action of the district,  the district shall b e deemed to have b een estab lished in accordance with the provisions of this 
P art upon proof of the issuance of the aforesaid certificate b y  the secretary  of state.  A  copy  of such certificate duly  
certified b y  the secretary  of state shall b e admissib le in evidence in any  such suit,  action,  or proceeding  and shall b e 
prima facie proof of the filing  and contents thereof.   
I t shall b e the duty  of the assessor for the parish or parishes in which real property  included within the b oundaries of an 
estab lished or a proposed soil and water conservation district is situated,  to furnish,  within thirty  day s after receipt of a 



written request, the state soil and water conservation committee a list of the persons paying taxes on real property 
located within the b oundaries of an estab lished or a proposed soil and water conservation district as shown b y the 
assessment roll last made and filed;  lik ewise, it shall b e the duty of the registrar of voters to furnish a list of qualified 
voters.   
T he registration and assessment rolls, in the ab sence of fraud, shall b e the sole and final tests of the qualifications of 
voters for participation in referenda or elections held under the provisions of this P art.   
L .  A  third method b y which the b oundaries of soil and water conservation districts may b e changed is as follows:  T he 
b oard of supervisors of any one or more districts organiz ed under the provisions of this law may sub mit to the state 
committee a petition signed b y eighty percent of the memb ers of the b oard of supervisors of each district affected 
requesting a division of a district, a comb ination of two or more districts, or a transfer of land from one district to 
another.  T he state committee shall mak e a determination as to the practicab ility and feasib ility of the proposed change, 
giving due regard to the same considerations as provided in this S ection for changes in district b oundaries b y other 
methods.  I f the committee determines that the proposed change of district b oundaries is not administratively 
practicab le and feasib le, it shall record such determination and deny the petition.  I f the committee determines that the 
proposed change is administratively practicab le and feasib le, it shall record such determination and proceed with the 
reorganiz ation of the district or districts affected in the same manner as provided in this S ection for changes in district 
b oundaries b y other methods.   
A mended b y A cts 1 9 5 8 , N o.  2 3 1 ,§  1 ;  A cts 1 9 6 6 , N o.  1 9 5 ,§  2 .  

§1206. Election of three supervisors for each district  
A .  W ithin thirty days after the date of issuance b y the secretary of state of a certificate of organiz ation of a soil and 
water conservation district, nomination petitions may b e filed with the state soil and water conservation committee to 
nominate candidates for supervisors of the district.  T he committee shall have authority to extend the time within which 
nominating petitions may b e filed.  N o nominating petition shall b e accepted b y the b oard, unless it shall b e sub scrib ed 
b y twenty-five or more qualified voters within the district who are qualified to vote under the constitution and law of this 
state.  Q ualified voters may sign more than one such nominating petition to nominate more than one candidate for 
supervisor.  T he committee shall give due notice of an election to b e held for the election of three supervisors for the 
district.  T he names of all nominees on b ehalf of whom nominating petitions have b een filed within the time herein 
designated, shall b e printed, arranged in the alphab etical order of the surnames, upon b allots, with a square b efore 
each name and a direction to insert an X  mark  in the square b efore any three names to indicate the voter' s preference.  
A ll qualified voters within the district who are qualified to vote under the constitution and laws of this state, shall b e 
eligib le to vote in the election.  O nly qualified voters shall b e eligib le to vote.  T he three candidates who shall receive the 
largest numb er, respectively, of the votes, cast in such election shall b e the elected supervisors for such district.  T he 
state committee shall pay all the expenses of such election, shall supervise the conduct thereof, shall prescrib e 
regulations governing the conduct of such election, and shall pub lish the results thereof.   
B .  I f the total numb er of candidates duly presented in nominating petitions does not exceed the numb er of supervisor 
places to b e filled b y election, then and in that event the state committee is authoriz ed and empowered to dispense 
with the election procedure outlined ab ove and to declare each of said candidates duly qualified as a supervisor 
without the requirement of an election the same as if his name had b een presented to the qualified voters in an 
election.  C andidates so qualified shall b e considered for all purposes " elected supervisors"  wherever such term 
appears in this P art.   
A mended b y A cts 1 9 5 6 , N o.  1 0 ,§  4 ;  A cts 1 9 5 8 , N o.  2 3 1 ,§  2 .  

§1207 . A ppointm ent,  q ualifications,  tenure of supervisors  
A .  T he governing authority of each district shall consist of five supervisors, three elected as provided in R . S .  3 : 1 2 0 6  
and two appointed as provided in R . S .  3 : 1 2 0 5 .  A ll such supervisors shall b e landowners or farm operators and shall b e 
qualified voters within the state.  T he supervisors shall annually designate a chairman, vice-chairman, and secretary-
treasurer, said secretary-treasurer to give good and sufficient b ond for the faithful performance of his duties, and they 
may from time to time change such designations.   



B. The supervisors shall designate a chairman and may from time to time change such designation. The term of office 
of each supervisor shall b e three years,  ex cept that the supervisors w ho are first appointed shall b e designated to 
serve terms of one and tw o years,  respectively,  from the date of their appointment. A  supervisor shall hold office until 
his successor has b een elected or appointed and has q ualified. V acancies shall b e filled for the unex pired term. The 
selection of a successor to fill an unex pired term shall b e b y appointment b y the committee;  such supervisor' s 
successor,  how ever,  shall b e selected in the same manner as the supervisor w hose unex pired term he w as appointed 
b y the committee to fill. The selection of a successor for a full term shall b e made in the same manner in w hich the 
retiring supervisor w as selected. A  maj ority of the supervisors shall constitute a q uorum and the concurrence of a 
maj ority in any matter w ithin their duties shall b e req uired for its determination. A  supervisor may receive compensation 
for his services not to ex ceed thirty-five dollars per day for not more than tw enty days annually and he may b e paid 
ex penses,  including traveling ex penses,  necessarily incurred in the discharge of his duties. These costs may b e paid 
from either appropriated funds or from local district funds.  
C . The three elected supervisors of the district shall b e elected annually,  one each year. These elections of supervisors 
shall b e held throughout the state regularly on the second S aturday in J une,  each year,  in accordance w ith the general 
procedure and in the manner prescrib ed in R .S . 3 : 1 2 0 6 . Terms of office of all supervisors so elected shall b egin on 
J uly 1 st,  follow ing the date of their election. A ll supervisors presently in office and serving on the governing b ody of a 
conservation district,  shall remain in office until their terms ex pire,  b ut from and after A ugust 1 st,  1 9 5 6 ,  all vacancies 
shall b e filled in the manner ab ove prescrib ed,  and w henever the term of any supervisor ex pires,  it shall b e filled b y an 
election to b e held on the second S aturday in J une after the ex piration of said term.  
D . The supervisors may employ such employees and agents,  permanent and temporary,  as they may req uire and shall 
determine their q ualifications,  duties,  and compensation. The supervisors may delegate to their chairman,  to one or 
more supervisors,  or to one or more agents,  or employees such pow ers and duties as they may deem proper. The 
supervisors shall furnish to the state soil and w ater conservation committee,  upon req uest,  copies of such ordinances,  
rules,  regulations,  orders,  contracts,  forms,  and other documents as they shall adopt or employ,  and such other 
information concerning their activities as may b e req uired in the performance of their duties under this P art.  
E . The supervisors shall provide for the ex ecution of surety b onds for all employees and officers w ho shall b e entrusted 
w ith funds or property;  shall provide for the k eeping of a full and accurate record of all proceedings and of all 
resolutions,  regulations,  and orders issued or adopted;  and shall provide for an annual audit of the accounts of receipts 
and disb ursements.  
F . The supervisors may invite the legislative b ody of any municipality or parish located near the territory comprised 
w ithin the district to designate a representative to advise and consult w ith the supervisors of the district on all q uestions 
of program and policy w hich may affect the property,  w ater supply,  or other interests of such municipality or parish.  
G . A ny supervisor may b e removed b y the committee upon notice and hearing,  for neglect of duty or malfeasance in 
office,  b ut for no other reason. A  supervisor shall not q ualify for reappointment or reelection unless he shall have 
attended at least six ty-six  and tw o-thirds percent of the scheduled district meetings;  provided how ever,  upon a show ing 
of good cause this condition may b e w aived b y resolution duly adopted b y the state soil and w ater conservation 
committee.  
A mended b y A cts 1 9 5 6 ,  N o. 1 0 , §  5 ;  A cts 1 9 5 8 ,  N o. 2 3 1 , §  3 ;  A cts 1 9 6 6 ,  N o. 1 9 5 , §  3 ;  A cts 1 9 7 0 ,  N o. 4 6 9 , §  1 ;  A cts 
1 9 7 8 ,  N o. 7 4 0 , §  1 . 

§1208. Powers of Districts and Sup erv isors  
A  soil and w ater conservation district organiz ed under the provisions of this P art shall constitute a governmental 
sub division of this state,  and a pub lic b ody corporate and politic,  ex ercising pub lic pow ers,  and such district,  and the 
supervisors thereof,  shall have the follow ing pow ers,  in addition to others granted in other sections of this P art:   
( 1 )  To carry out preventive and control measures and w ork s of improvement for flood prevention or the conservation,  
development,  utiliz ation and disposal of w ater w ithin the district including,  b ut not limited to,  engineering operations,  
methods of cultivation,  the grow ing of vegetation,  changes in use of land,  and the measures listed in R .S . 3 : 1 2 0 1 ( c) ,  on 
lands ow ned or controlled b y this state or any of its agencies,  w ith the cooperation of the agency administering and 



having jurisdiction thereof, and on any other lands within the district upon obtaining the consent of the owner as well as 
occupants of such lands or the necessary rights or interests in such lands;   
( 2 )  T o cooperate, or enter into agreem ents with, and within the lim its of appropriations duly m ade available to it by law, 
to furnish financial or other aid to, any agency, governm ental or otherwise, or any owner of lands within the district, in 
the carrying on of erosion control and prevention operations and work s of im provem ent for flood prevention or the 
conservation, developm ent, utiliz ation, and disposal of water within the district, subject to such conditions as the 
supervisor m ay deem  necessary to advance the purposes of this P art;   
( 3 )  T o obtain options upon and to acq uire, by purchase, ex change, lease, gift, grant, beq uest, devise, or otherwise, any 
property, real or personal, or rights or interests therein;  to m aintain, adm inister, and im prove any properties acq uired, 
to receive incom e from  such properties and to ex pend such incom e in carrying out the purposes and provisions of this 
P art;  and to sell, lease, or otherwise dispose of any of its property or interests therein in furtherance of the purposes 
and the provisions of this P art;   
( 4 )  T o m ak e available, on such term s as it shall prescribe, to land occupants within the district, agricultural and 
engineering m achinery and eq uipm ent, fertiliz er, seeds, and seedlings, and such other m aterial or eq uipm ent, as will 
assist such land occupants to carry on operations upon their lands for the conservation of soil resources and for the 
prevention and control of soil erosion, and for flood prevention or the conservation, developm ent, utiliz ation, and 
disposal of water;   
( 5 )  T o construct, im prove, operate and m aintain such structures as m ay be necessary or convenient for the 
perform ance of any of the operations authoriz ed in this P art;   
( 6 )  T o develop com prehensive plans for the conservation of soil resources and for the control and prevention of soil 
erosion and for flood prevention or the conservation, developm ent, utiliz ation, and disposal of water within the district, 
which plans shall specify in such detail as m ay be possible, the acts, procedures, perform ances, and avoidances which 
are necessary or desirable for the effectuation of such plans, including the specification of engineering operations, 
m ethods of cultivation, the growing of vegetation, cropping program s, tillage practices, and changes in use of land, and 
to publish such plans and inform ation and bring them  to the attention of occupants of lands within the district;   
( 7 )  T o tak e over, by purchase, lease, or otherwise, and to adm inister, any soil-conservation, flood-prevention, drainage, 
irrigation, water m anagem ent, erosion-control, or erosion-prevention projects, or com binations thereof, located within 
its boundaries undertak en by the U nited S tates or any of its agencies, or by this state or any of its agencies;  to 
m anage, as agent of the U nited S tates or any of its agencies, or of this state or any of its agencies, any soil-
conservation, flood-prevention, drainage, irrigation, water m anagem ent, erosion-control, or erosion-prevention project, 
or com binations thereof, within its boundaries;  to act as agent for the U nited S tates, or any of its agencies, or for this 
state or any of its agencies, in connection with the acq uisition, construction, operation, or adm inistration of any soil-
conservation, flood prevention, drainage, irrigation, water m anagem ent, erosion control, or erosion-prevention project, 
or com binations thereof, within its boundaries;  to accept donations, gifts, and contributions in m oney, services, 
m aterials, or otherwise, from  the U nited S tates or any of its agencies, or from  this state or any of its agencies, and to 
use or ex pend such m oneys, services, m aterials, or other contributions in carrying on its operations;   
( 8 )  T o sue and be sued in the nam e of the district;  to have perpetual succession unless term inated as hereinafter 
provided;  to m ak e and ex ecute contracts and other instrum ents, necessary or convenient to the ex ercise of its powers;  
to m ak e, and from  tim e to tim e am end and repeal, rules and regulations not inconsistent with this P art, to carry into 
effect its purposes and powers;   
( 9 )  A s a condition to the ex tending of any benefits under this P art to, or the perform ance of work  upon, any lands not 
owned or controlled by this state or any of its agencies, the supervisors m ay req uire contributions in m oney, services, 
m aterials, or otherwise to any operations conferring such benefits, and m ay req uire land owners to enter into and 
perform  such agreem ents or covenants as to the perm anent use of such lands as will tend to prevent or control erosion 
and prevent floodwater and sedim ent dam ages thereon;   
( 1 0 )  N o provision with respect to the acq uisition, operation, or disposition of property by other public bodies shall be 
applicable to a district organiz ed hereunder unless the legislature shall specifically so state.   



(1 1 )  N o  d i s t r i c t  o r g a n i z e d  u n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  P a r t  s h a l l  h a v e  p o w e r  t o  l e v y ,  a s s e s s ,  o r  c o l l e c t  a n y  t a x e s  o r  
s p e c i a l  a s s e s s m e n t s .   
A m e n d e d  b y  A c t s  1 9 5 6 ,  N o .  1 0 , §  6 .  

§1209. Adoption of land-u s e  r e g u lations   
T h e  s u p e r v i s o r s  o f  a n y  d i s t r i c t  s h a l l  h a v e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  f o r m u l a t e  r e g u l a t i o n s  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  l a n d s  w i t h i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  c o n s e r v i n g  s o i l  a n d  s o i l  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  p r e v e n t i n g  a n d  c o n t r o l l i n g  s o i l  e r o s i o n .  T h e  s u p e r v i s o r s  m a y  
c o n d u c t  s u c h  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s  a n d  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  u p o n  t e n t a t i v e  r e g u l a t i o n s  a s  m a y  b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a s s i s t  t h e m  i n  
t h i s  w o r k .  T h e  s u p e r v i s o r s  s h a l l  n o t  h a v e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  e n a c t  s u c h  l a n d -u s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  i n t o  l a w  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e y  s h a l l  
h a v e  c a u s e d  d u e  n o t i c e  t o  b e  g i v e n  o f  t h e i r  i n t e n t i o n  t o  c o n d u c t  a  r e f e r e n d u m  f o r  s u b m i s s i o n  o f  s u c h  r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  t h e  
o w n e r s  o f  l a n d  w i t h i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  f o r  t h e i r  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  a p p r o v a l  o r  d i s a p p r o v a l  o f  s u c h  p r o p o s e d  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  a n d  u n t i l  
a f t e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s o r s  h a v e  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  s u c h  r e f e r e n d u m .  T h e  p r o p o s e d  r e g u l a t i o n s  s h a l l  b e  e m b o d i e d  i n  a  
p r o p o s e d  o r d i n a n c e .  C o p i e s  o f  s u c h  p r o p o s e d  o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  a l l  e l i g i b l e  v o t e r s  
d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  b e t w e e n  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  s u c h  n o t i c e  a n d  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  r e f e r e n d u m .  T h e  n o t i c e s  o f  t h e  r e f e r e n d u m  
s h a l l  r e c i t e  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  s u c h  p r o p o s e d  o r d i n a n c e ,  o r  s h a l l  s t a t e  w h e r e  c o p i e s  o f  s u c h  p r o p o s e d  o r d i n a n c e  m a y  b e  
e x a m i n e d .  T h e  q u e s t i o n  s h a l l  b e  s u b m i t t e d  b y  b a l l o t s ,  u p o n  w h i c h  s h a l l  a p p e a r  t h e  w o r d s :  " F o r  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  
p r o p o s e d  o r d i n a n c e  N o . _ _ ,  p r e s c r i b i n g  l a n d -u s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  s o i l  a n d  p r e v e n t i o n  o f  e r o s i o n " ,  a n d  
" A g a i n s t  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  p r o p o s e d  o r d i n a n c e  N o . _ _ ,  p r e s c r i b i n g  l a n d -u s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  s o i l  a n d  
p r e v e n t i o n  o f  e r o s i o n " ,  w i t h  a  s q u a r e  b e f o r e  e a c h  p r o p o s i t i o n  a n d  a  d i r e c t i o n  t o  i n s e r t  a n  X  m a r k  i n  t h e  s q u a r e  b e f o r e  
o n e  o r  t h e  o t h e r  o f  s a i d  p r o p o s i t i o n s  a s  t h e  v o t e r  m a y  f a v o r  o r  o p p o s e  a p p r o v a l  o f  s u c h  p r o p o s e d  o r d i n a n c e .  T h e  
s u p e r v i s o r s  s h a l l  s u p e r v i s e  s u c h  r e f e r e n d u m ,  s h a l l  p r e s c r i b e  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e g u l a t i o n s  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  c o n d u c t  t h e r e o f ,  
a n d  s h a l l  p u b l i s h  t h e  r e s u l t s  t h e r e o f .  A l l  o w n e r s  o f  l a n d  w i t h i n  s u c h  d i s t r i c t  s h a l l  b e  e l i g i b l e  t o  v o t e  i n  s u c h  r e f e r e n d u m .  
O n l y  s u c h  l a n d  o w n e r s  s h a l l  b e  e l i g i b l e  t o  v o t e .  N o  i n f o r m a l i t i e s  i n  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  s u c h  r e f e r e n d u m  o r  i n  a n y  m a t t e r s  
r e l a t i n g  t h e r e t o  s h a l l  i n v a l i d a t e  s a i d  r e f e r e n d u m  o r  t h e  r e s u l t  t h e r e o f  i f  n o t i c e  t h e r e o f  s h a l l  h a v e  b e e n  g i v e n  
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a s  h e r e i n  p r o v i d e d  a n d  s a i d  r e f e r e n d u m  s h a l l  h a v e  b e e n  f a i r l y  c o n d u c t e d .   
T h e  s u p e r v i s o r s  s h a l l  n o t  h a v e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  e n a c t  s u c h  p r o p o s e d  o r d i n a n c e  i n t o  l a w  u n l e s s  a t  l e a s t  a  t w o -t h i r d s  m a j o r i t y  
o f  t h e  v o t e s  c a s t  i n  s u c h  r e f e r e n d u m  s h a l l  h a v e  b e e n  c a s t  f o r  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  s a i d  p r o p o s e d  o r d i n a n c e .  T h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  
t h e  p r o p o s e d  o r d i n a n c e  b y  a  t w o -t h i r d s  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  v o t e s  c a s t  i n  s u c h  r e f e r e n d u m  s h a l l  n o t  b e  d e e m e d  t o  r e q u i r e  
t h e  s u p e r v i s o r s  t o  e n a c t  s u c h  p r o p o s e d  o r d i n a n c e  i n t o  l a w .  L a n d -u s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  p r e s c r i b e d  i n  o r d i n a n c e s  a d o p t e d  
p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  S e c t i o n  b y  t h e  s u p e r v i s o r s  o f  a n y  d i s t r i c t  s h a l l  h a v e  t h e  f o r c e  a n d  e f f e c t  o f  l a w  i n  t h e  
s a i d  d i s t r i c t  a n d  s h a l l  b e  b i n d i n g  a n d  o b l i g a t o r y  u p o n  a l l  o w n e r s  o f  l a n d s  w i t h i n  s u c h  d i s t r i c t s .   
A n y  o w n e r  o f  l a n d  w i t h i n  s u c h  d i s t r i c t  m a y  a t  a n y  t i m e  f i l e  a  p e t i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  s u p e r v i s o r s  a s k i n g  t h a t  a n y  o r  a l l  o f  t h e  
l a n d -u s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  p r e s c r i b e d  i n  a n y  o r d i n a n c e  a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  s u p e r v i s o r s  u n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  S e c t i o n  s h a l l  
b e  a m e n d e d ,  s u p p l e m e n t e d ,  o r  r e p e a l e d .  L a n d -u s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  p r e s c r i b e d  i n  a n y  o r d i n a n c e  a d o p t e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  S e c t i o n  s h a l l  n o t  b e  a m e n d e d ,  s u p p l e m e n t e d ,  o r  r e p e a l e d  e x c e p t  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  p r o c e d u r e  
p r e s c r i b e d  i n  t h i s  S e c t i o n  f o r  a d o p t i o n  o f  l a n d -u s e  r e g u l a t i o n s .  R e f e r e n d a  o n  a d o p t i o n ,  a m e n d m e n t ,  s u p p l e m e n t a t i o n ,  
o r  r e p e a l  o f  l a n d -u s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  s h a l l  n o t  b e  h e l d  m o r e  o f t e n  t h a n  o n c e  i n  s i x  m o n t h s .   
T h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  b e  a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  s u p e r v i s o r s  u n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  S e c t i o n  m a y  i n c l u d e :   
(a )  P r o v i s i o n s  r e q u i r i n g  t h e  c a r r y i n g  o u t  o f  n e c e s s a r y  e n g i n e e r i n g  o p e r a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t e r r a c e s ,  
t e r r a c e  o u t l e t s ,  c h e c k  d a m s ,  d i k e s ,  p o n d s ,  d i t c h e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  n e c e s s a r y  s t r u c t u r e s ;   
(b )  P r o v i s i o n s  r e q u i r i n g  o b s e r v a n c e  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  m e t h o d s  o f  c u l t i v a t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  c o n t o u r  c u l t i v a t i n g ,  c o n t o u r  f u r r o w i n g ,  
l i s t e r  f u r r o w i n g ,  s o w i n g ,  p l a n t i n g ,  s t r i p  c r o p p i n g ,  s e e d i n g ,  a n d  p l a n t i n g  o f  l a n d s  t o  w a t e r -c o n s e r v i n g  a n d  e r o s i o n -
p r e v e n t i n g  p l a n t s ,  t r e e s  a n d  g r a s s e s ,  f o r e s t a t i o n ,  a n d  r e f o r e s t a t i o n ;   
(c )  S p e c i f i c a t i o n s  o f  c r o p p i n g  p r o g r a m s  a n d  t i l l a g e  p r a c t i c e s  t o  b e  o b s e r v e d ;   
(d )  P r o v i s i o n s  r e q u i r i n g  t h e  r e t i r e m e n t  f r o m  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  h i g h l y  e r o s i v e  a r e a s  o r  o f  a r e a s  o n  w h i c h  e r o s i o n  m a y  n o t  b e  
a d e q u a t e l y  c o n t r o l l e d  i f  c u l t i v a t i o n  i s  c a r r i e d  o n ;   



(e) Provisions for such other means, measures, operations, and programs as may assist conservation of soil  resources 
and prevent or control  soil  erosion in the district, having due regard to the l egisl ative findings set forth in R . S .  3 : 1 2 0 1 .   
T he regul ations shal l  b e uniform throughout the territory comprised w ithin the district, ex cept that the supervisors may 
cl assify the l ands w ithin the district w ith reference to such factors as soil  type, degree of sl ope, degree of erosion 
threatened or ex isting, cropping or til l age practices in use, and other rel evant factors, and may provide regul ations 
varying w ith the type or cl ass of l and affected, b ut uniform as to al l  l ands w ithin each cl ass or type.  C opies of l and-use 
regul ations adopted under the provisions of this S ection shal l  b e printed and made avail ab l e to al l  ow ners and 
occupants of l ands l ying w ithin the district.  

§1210. Entry of land for inspection  
T he supervisors shal l  have authority to go upon any l ands w ithin the district to determine w hether l and-use regul ations 
adopted under the provisions of R . S .  3 : 1 2 0 9  are b eing ob served.  

§1211. P erform ance of w ork  u nder th e reg u lations b y th e su perv isors  
W here the supervisors of any district shal l  find that any of the provisions of l and-use regul ations prescrib ed in an 
ordinance adopted in accordance w ith the provisions of R . S .  3 : 1 2 0 9  are not b eing ob served on particul ar l ands, and 
that such non-ob servance tends to increase erosion on such l ands and is interfering w ith the prevention or control  of 
erosion on other l ands w ithin the district, the supervisors may seek , according to l aw , from the district court having 
j urisdiction, a mandatory inj unction ordering the l and occupant and the l and ow ner to compl y w ith the l and-use 
regul ations, and, in the al ternative, authoriz ing the supervisors to go on the l and, perform the w ork  or other operations 
or otherw ise b ring the condition of such l ands into conformity w ith the req uirement of such regul ations and to recover 
the costs and ex penses thereof, w ith interest, from the occupant and ow ner of such l and.  I n al l  cases w here the person 
in possession of l ands, w ho shal l  fail  to perform such w ork , operations, or avoidances shal l  not b e the ow ner, the 
ow ner of such l ands shal l  b e j oined as a party defendant.   
W hen such j udgment shal l  b e paid or col l ected, the proceeds shal l  b e paid over to the district w ithin the b oundaries of 
w hich the l and shal l  l ie.  

§1212. B oard of adj u stm ent  
W here the supervisors of any district organiz ed under the provisions of this Part shal l  adopt an ordinance prescrib ing 
l and-use regul ations in accordance w ith the provisions of R . S .  3 : 1 2 0 9 , they shal l  further provide b y ordinance for the 
estab l ishment of a b oard of adj ustment.  S uch b oard of adj ustment shal l  consist of three memb ers, each to b e 
appointed for a term of 3  years, ex cept that the memb ers first appointed shal l  b e appointed for terms of 1 , 2 , and 3  
years, respectivel y.  T he memb ers of each such b oard of adj ustment shal l  b e appointed b y the state soil  conservation 
committee, w ith the advice of the supervisors of the district for w hich such b oard has b een estab l ished, and shal l  b e 
removab l e, upon notice of hearing, for negl ect of duty or mal feasance in office, b ut for no other reason, such hearing to 
b e conducted j ointl y b y the state soil  conservation committee and the supervisors of the district.  V acancies in the b oard 
of adj ustment shal l  b e fil l ed in the same manner as original  appointments, and shal l  b e for the unex pired term of the 
memb er w hose term b ecomes vacant.  M emb ers of the state soil  conservation committee and the supervisors of the 
district shal l  b e inel igib l e to appointment as memb ers of the b oard of adj ustment during their tenure of such other 
office.  T he memb ers of the b oard of adj ustment shal l  receive compensation for their services at the rate of three dol l ars 
per diem for time spent on the w ork  of the b oard, in addition to ex penses, incl uding travel ing ex penses, necessaril y 
incurred in the discharge of their duties.  T he supervisors shal l  pay the necessary administrative and other ex penses of 
operation incurred b y the b oard, upon the certificate of the chairman of the b oard.   
T he b oard of adj ustment shal l  adopt rul es to govern its procedure, w hich rul es shal l  b e in accordance w ith the 
provisions of this Part and w ith the provisions of any ordinance adopted pursuant to this S ection.  T he b oard shal l  
designate a chairman from among its memb ers, and may, from time to time, change such designation.  M eetings of the 
b oard shal l  b e hel d at the cal l  of the chairman and at such other times as the b oard may determine.  A ny tw o memb ers 
of the b oard shal l  constitute a q uorum.  T he b oard shal l  k eep a ful l  and accurate record of al l  proceedings, of al l  



documents filed with it, and of all orders entered, which shall be filed in the office of the board and shall be a public 
record.   
A ny  owner of land within the district may  file a petition with the board of adj ustment alleg ing  that there are g reat 
practical difficulties or unnecessary  hardship in the way  of his carry ing  out upon his lands the strict letter of the land-
use reg ulations prescribed by  ordinance approv ed by  the superv isors, and pray ing  the board to authoriz e a v ariance 
from the terms of the land-use reg ulations in the application of such reg ulations to the lands owned by  the petitioner.  
T he board of adj ustment shall fix  a time for the hearing  of the petition and cause due notice of such hearing  to be 
g iv en.  T he superv isors of the district and the state soil conserv ation committee shall hav e the rig ht to appear and be 
heard at such hearing .  A ny  owner of land within the district who shall obj ect to the authoriz ing  of the v ariance pray ed 
for may  interv ene and become a party  to the proceeding s.  A ny  party  to the hearing  before the board may  appear in 
person, by  ag ent, or by  attorney .  I f, upon the facts presented at such hearing , the board shall determine that there are 
g reat practical difficulties or unnecessary  hardship in the way  of apply ing  the strict letter of any  of the land-use 
reg ulations upon the lands of the petitioner, it shall mak e and record such determination and shall mak e and record 
finding s of fact as to the specific conditions which establish such g reat practical difficulties or unnecessary  hardship.  
U pon the basis of such finding s and determination, the board shall hav e power by  order to authoriz e such v ariance 
from the terms of the land-use reg ulations, in their application to the lands of the petitioner, as will reliev e such g reat 
practical difficulties or unnecessary  hardship and will not be contrary  to the public interest, and such that the spirit of 
the land-use reg ulations shall be observ ed, the public health, safety , and welfare secured, and substantial j ustice done.   
A ny  petitioner ag g riev ed by  an order of the board g ranting  or deny ing , in whole or in part, the relief soug ht, the 
superv isors of the district, or any  interv ening  party , may  appeal to the appropriate district court of competent j urisdiction 
wherein the case shall be tried de nov o.  P ower is hereby  v ested in the courts to g rant such temporary  relief as shall be 
j ust and proper, and to mak e and enter a decree enforcing , modify ing , and enforcing  as so modified, or setting  aside, in 
whole or in part, the order of the board.  

§1213. Co-op e r a t i on  b e t w e e n  d i s t r i c t s   
T he superv isors of any  two or more districts org aniz ed under the prov isions of this P art may  co-operate with one 
another in the ex ercise of any  or all powers conferred in this P art.  

§1214 . S t a t e  a g e n c i e s  t o c o-op e r a t e   
A g encies of this state which shall hav e j urisdiction ov er, or be charg ed with the administration of, any  state-owned 
lands, and of any  parish, or other g ov ernmental subdiv ision of the state, which shall hav e j urisdiction ov er, or be 
charg ed with the administration of, any  parish-owned or other publicly  owned lands, ly ing  within the boundaries of any  
district org aniz ed hereunder, shall co-operate to the fullest ex tent with the superv isors of such districts in the 
effectuation of prog rams and operations undertak en by  the superv isors under the prov isions of this P art.  T he 
superv isors of such districts shall be g iv en free access to enter and perform work  upon such publicly  owned lands.   
T he prov isions of land-use reg ulations adopted pursuant to R . S .  3 : 1 2 0 9  shall hav e the force and effect of law ov er all 
such publicly  owned lands, and shall be in all respects observ ed by  the ag encies administering  such lands.  

§1215 . D i s c on t i n u a n c e  of  d i s t r i c t   
A t any  time after fiv e y ears after the org aniz ation of a district under the prov isions of this P art, any  twenty -fiv e owners 
of land within the district may  file a petition with the state soil conserv ation committee pray ing  that the operation of the 
district be terminated and the ex istence of the district discontinue.  T he committee may  conduct such public meeting s 
and public hearing s upon such petition as may  be necessary  to assist it in the consideration thereof.  W ithin six ty  day s 
after such a petition has been receiv ed by  the committee it shall g iv e due notice of the holding  of a referendum, and 
shall superv ise such referendum, and issue appropriate reg ulations g ov erning  the conduct thereof, the q uestion to be 
submitted by  ballots upon which shall appear the words:  " F or terminating  the ex istence of the _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  ( name 
of the soil conserv ation district to be here inserted) "  and " A g ainst terminating  the ex istence of the _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
( name of the soil conserv ation district to be here inserted) " , printed with a sq uare before each proposition and a 
direction to insert an X  mark  in the sq uare before one or the other of said propositions as the v oter may  fav or or 



oppose discontinuance of such district. All owners of land within the district shall be eligible to vote in such referendum . 
O nly  such land owners shall be eligible to vote. N o inform alities in the conduct of such referendum  or in any  m atters 
relating thereto shall invalidate said referendum  or the result thereof if notice thereof shall have been given 
substantially  as herein provided and said referendum  shall have been fairly  conducted.  
T he com m ittee shall publish the result of such referendum  and shall thereafter consider and determ ine whether the 
continued operation of the district within the defined boundaries is adm inistratively  practicable and feasible. I f the 
com m ittee shall determ ine that the continued operation of such district is adm inistratively  practicable and feasible,  it 
shall record such determ ination and deny  the petition. I f the com m ittee shall determ ine that the continued operation of 
such district is not adm inistratively  practicable and feasible,  it shall record such determ ination and shall certify  such 
determ ination to the supervisors of the district. I n m ak ing such determ ination the com m ittee shall give due regard and 
weight to the attitudes of the owners of land within the district,  the num ber eligible to vote in such referendum  who shall 
have voted,  the proportion of votes cast in such referendum  in favor of the discontinuance of the district to the total 
num ber of votes cast,  the approx im ate wealth and incom e of the land occupants of the district,  the probable ex pense of 
carry ing on erosion control operations within such district,  and such other econom ic and social factors as m ay  be 
relevant to such determ ination,  having due regard to the legislative findings set forth in S ection 3 : 1 2 0 1 ;  provided,  
however,  that the com m ittee shall not have authority  to determ ine that the continued operation of the district is 
adm inistratively  practicable and feasible unless at least a m aj ority  of the votes cast in the referendum  shall have been 
cast in favor of the continuance of such district.  
U pon receipt from  the state soil conservation com m ittee of a certification that the com m ittee has determ ined that the 
continued operation of the district is not adm inistratively  practicable and feasible,  pursuant to the provisions of this 
S ection,  the supervisors shall forthwith proceed to term inate the affairs of the district. T he supervisors shall dispose of 
all property  belonging to the district at public auction and shall pay  over the proceeds of such sales into the S tate 
T reasury . T he supervisors shall thereupon file an application,  duly  verified,  with the S ecretary  of S tate for the 
discontinuance of such district and shall transm it with such application the certificate of the state soil conservation 
com m ittee setting forth the determ ination of the com m ittee that the continued operation of such district is not 
adm inistratively  practicable and feasible. T he application shall recite that the property  of the district has been disposed 
of and the proceeds paid over as provided in this S ection and shall set forth a full accounting of such properties and 
proceeds of the sale. T he S ecretary  of S tate shall issue to the supervisors a certificate of dissolution and shall record 
such certificate in an appropriate book  and record in his office.  
U pon issuance of a certificate of dissolution under the provisions of this S ection,  all ordinances and regulations 
theretofore adopted and in force within such districts shall be of no further force and effect. All contracts theretofore 
entered into,  to which the district or supervisors are parties,  shall rem ain in force and effect for the period provided in 
such contracts. T he state soil conservation com m ittee shall be substituted for the district or supervisors as party  to 
such contracts. T he com m ittee shall be entitled to all benefits and subj ect to all liabilities under such contracts and 
shall have the sam e right and liability  to perform ,  to req uire perform ance,  to sue and be sued thereon,  and to m odify  or 
term inate such contracts by  m utual consent or otherwise,  as the supervisors of the district would have had. S uch 
dissolution shall not affect the lien of any  j udgm ent entered under the provisions of R .S . 3 : 1 2 1 1 ,  nor the pendency  of 
any  action instituted under the provisions of such S ection,  and the com m ittee shall succeed to all the rights and 
obligations of the district or supervisors as to such liens and actions.  
T he state soil conservation com m ittee shall not entertain petitions for the discontinuance of any  district nor conduct 
referenda upon such petitions nor m ak e determ inations pursuant to such petitions in accordance with the provisions of 
this P art,  m ore often than once in five y ears. 

§1216. C e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  d i s t r i c t   
T he state soil conservation com m ittee shall on or before J anuary  1  of such calendar y ear certify  to the S tate T reasurer 
or other appropriate official,  the num ber of districts in operation in the state. 

§1217 . S h o r t  t i t l e   
T his P art m ay  be referred to as the " S oil C onservation D istricts L aw."  



§1218. Extension of boundaries to include urban or suburban areas  
All cities, towns, villages or other urban or suburban areas lying within the exterior boundaries of a soil and water 
conservation district established p ursuant to the p rovisions of the S oil and W ater C onservation D istricts L aw, as 
am ended, or lying close to any such district, shall from  J uly 2 7 , 1 9 6 6  be included in and deem ed p art of the district in 
the exterior boundaries of which it lies or the district to which it lies closest.  I n doubtful cases, the state com m ittee shall 
determ ine the district of which any such urban or suburban area has becom e a p art by virtue of this p rovision.   
Added by Acts 1 9 6 6 , N o.  1 9 5 ,§  1 .  

§1219 . S av ing  p rov ision  
N othing contained in R . S .  3 : 1 2 0 4  and R . S .  3 : 1 2 0 7  shall be interp reted to reduce or lim it any authoriz ation granted in 
any act of the legislature of this state to any agency of the governm ent of this state or to any p arish, m unicip ality, 
sp ecial-p urp ose district or other local governm ental subdivision of this state, or to any research or educational 
institution sup p orted wholly or in p art with p ublic funds and op erating in this state.   
Added by Acts 1 9 7 0 , N o.  4 6 9 ,§  1 .  
 


