INTRODUCTION

Representatives of USDA's Farm Service Agency and
the State of Louisiana, on April 22, 2005, signed an
agreement authorizing the Louisiana Lower Ouachita
River Basin "Macon Ridge" Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program (LA CREP I).

The LA CREP I, a cooperative conservation effort
RN S : between USDA Farm Service Agency, USDA Natural
CP4D - Permanent Wildlife Resources Conservation Service, Louisiana
Habitat Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Louisiana

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Ducks
Unlimited, United States Business Council for Sustainable Development, Black Bear
Conservation Committee, Louisiana Association of Conservation Districts, and other
nongovernmental supporting partners, have and are continuing to work together for the
advancement of this program to fulfill the goals and accomplishments set forth within
the LA CREP I Agreement.

BACKGROUND

Two watersheds make up the LA CREP I, located in the Northeastern portion of the
State of Louisiana. These are the Bouef River and Bayou Macon Watersheds, both
located within the Lower Ouachita River Basin. Two Louisiana Parishes are located within
the project area, Richland and West Carroll, with portions of acreage of seven additional
Louisiana Parishes located within the project area. These are Caldwell, Catahoula, East
Carroll, Franklin, Madison, Morehouse, Ouachita and Richland. The area, as a whole,
includes 1,663,881 acres. The goals of the project are to enroll 50,000 acres of marginal
cropland into 14-15 year CRP contracts to assist in reducing non-point pollution into these
two watersheds while helping to reduce some of the hypoxia issues within the Gulf of
Mexico.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS - FY 2006

For most of the Fiscal Year 2006, a very strong sign up period continued, almost reaching
the 50,000 acre enrollment cap for the LA CREP I project with numerous acres being
placed under contract, with numerous offers being processed, i.e. eligibility
determination and contract development activities.
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FEDERAL AND STATE CONTRIBUTIONS DURING FISCAL YEAR 2006

During Fiscal Year 2006, the Sign-Up Period remained strong. While continuing to accept
and process applications/offers and continuing to approved contracts, we spent a fotal of
$10,912,230 in federal dollars on approved contracts for Sighing Incentive Payments
(SIP), Practice Incentive Payments (PIP), Cost-Share Payments, and Annual Rental
Payments. The state contributions for preparations of contracts, outreach activities,
trainings, demonstration and research project, and other program implementation needs
totaled $3,786,178. The State of Louisiana has how met 7% ($5,909,372.62) of their
total obligations (Match) for the overall project of which $3,786,178 was earned in FY
2006. The total Federal dollars spent through FY 2006 are $11,038,185.

Federal Contributions

Organization/Agency 2005 2006 Cumulative
USDA/FSA

Signing Incentive Payments $125,955.00 $5,496,753.00 $5,622,708.00

PIP Payments $1,127,539.00 $1,127,539.00

Annual Rental Payments $2,369,769.00 $2,369,769.00

Cost Share Payments $1,918,169.00 $1,918,169.00

Totals $125,955.00 $10,912,230.00 $11,038,185.00

State Contributions

Organization/Agency 2005 2006 Cumulative
United States Business Council for
Sustainable Development $9,529.62 $5,000.00 $14,529.62
Black Bear Conservation Committee $2,500.00 $6,000.00 $8,500.00
Louisiana Ducks Unlimited $94,778.00 $94,778.00
Louisiana Department of Agriculture and
Forestry Office of Forestry $146,416.00 $351,400.00 $497,816.00
Louisiana Department of Agriculture and
Forestry Office of Soil and Water
Conservation $392,500.00 $942,000.00 $1,334,500.00

Louisiana Department of Agriculture and
Forestry Office of Agricultural and
Environmental Sciences

$1,551,416.00

$2,337,000.00

$3,888,416.00

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries

$20,833.00

$50,000.00

$70,833.00

Total State Contributions

$2,123,194.62

$3,786,178.00

$5,909,372.62
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The following charts and graphs show approved contracts and acreage entered into the
LA CREP I project for Fiscal Year 2006.

O Acres by Practice

O Total Annual Rental
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2006)
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Practice | Cost Shares by | Acres by Total Annual Total SIP Total PIP
Practice Practice Rental Payments Payments
Payments
(made Oct 2006)
CP2 $41,224 485.6
CP3 $46,474 769.1
CP3A $151,445 2032.3
CP4D $1,047,285 16545.2
CP9 $34,226 84.1
CP22 $32,153 201.4
CP31 $565,362 6743.9
Totals: $1,918,169 26,861.6 $2,369,769 $5,496,753 $1,127,539
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Expenditures by Parish

PARISH 2006 2006 ANNUAL COST- PRACTICE ACRES
OFFICE SIP PIP RENTAL SHARE
PAYMENTS PAYMENTS PAYMENTS PAYMENTS
(OCT 2006)
Caldwell $4,625 $9,970 $3,960 $14,240 CP22 38.5
Catahoula $113,205 $1,391 $1,837 $728 CP22 10.8
$1,011 CP31 13.0
East Carroll $321,525 $23,215 $201,414 $4,362 CP3A 36.2
$85,106 CP31 9575
$43,887 CP4D 595.7
Franklin $955,035 $173,962 $437,308 $356 CP2 12.5
$6,791 CpP22 78.9
$135,229 CP3A 1806.1
$89,260 CP31 0958.2
$133,266 CP4D 2424 .4
$31,141 CP9 63.1
Madison $524,945 $157,487 $201,357 $127,623 CP31 1362.8
$69,112 CP4D 1138.4
Morehouse $585,216 $104,104 $265,100 $8,733 CP3 178.8
$-0- CP3A -0-
$20,183 CP31 240.4
$56,822 CP4D 784.4
$3,085 CP9 21.0
Ouachita $102,615 $26,009 $43,541 $2,349 CP4D 37.4
$30,792 CP31 433.1
Richland $1,423,119 $313,377 $532,561 $864 CP22 14.4
$37,741 CP3 590.3
$11,854 CP3A 190.0
$171,611 CP31 2159.4
$295,360 CP4D 3964.4
West Carroll $1,466,468 $318,024 $682,691 $40,868 CP2 473.1
$9,530 CP22 58.8
$39,776 CP31 619.5
$446,489 CP4D 7,600.5
Totals: $5,496,753 | $1,127,539 | $2,369,769 | $1,918,169 26,861.6
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Note: Previous report reflects 26,861.6 acres under contract; however this figure
is based on contract acreage where payments have been made. Actual
number of contracts and acreage under contract as of 10/10/2006 was 660
contracts at 47,670.9 acres.

Approved Contracts through the end of FY 2006 by Parish by Acres
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OUTREACH - FISCAL YEAR 2006

Listed below are examples of pamphlets and brochures used by applicable FSA Service

Center Offices to inform CREP I area producers of the available CREP.

GOALS

Specifically, the Lower
Ouschits River Basin f:
CREP will forus o en- i
wling up o 50.000) |

acres of land into ripar-
ian bufters.

hardwood, and wetland restoration practioss
to mducs non-point source pellution delmery
to surface waters from agricutural lands
This focus is consistent with o net-oss” of
watland goals and botiormland hardwood ini-
tiatives. Further. the Stats sseks to improve
the quality of surface and ground water and
cstablish, presenve or enhance wikdife habi-
tat leading to an increase in the population
and diversity of wildlite.

Faduce nutrient and sedimaent contribution
to streams. bayous. and lakes in the preject
ama by assisting with the instaiation of con-
sarvation measures hat mduce erosion
rates and reduce offdield

LOUISIANA
CREP

CONTRIBUTING
PARTNERS

United States Business Council
for Sustainable Development.

Black Bear Conservation
Cammittee

Ducks Unlimited

LA Dept. of Agricufture & Forestry

LA Dept. of Wildlife & Fisheries

USDA—Natural Resources.
Conservation Service (NRCS)

Farm Senvice Agency

USDA_auge.
Conservation
Reserve
Enhancement

ratng of herbicides. pesticided. and nutrients.

Provida incressed pectection of sub-suriace
Watr SOUrCes.

Estabiah additional critical hatétat for fish
and wikilife resources by sssisting landown-
ars And CPOFBLNS in Caveloping wikdlife wet-
Innd habitats and riparian arsas

LOUISIANA—-CREP
“LOWER OUACHITA RIVER BASIN"

Background

The Conseration Reserve Enhancement
Progam (CREF) s an initiative estab-
lished as part of the highly sucosssiul
Conservation Reserve Program (CAP), ad-
ministersd by the Famn Ssnice Agancy
(FSA). and i the Feceral Govemment's
single largisst amironmental improvernent
program. GREP mipands CRP's effective-
ness by aliowing USDA to work in partnar-
ship wiih States and local interests to
mest specific conservation objectives.
Like CRP, Naticnal CREF contracts require
8 10-15 year commitment 1o keap land
out of agriouiuml production, ensuring
lasting berefits. CREP is & community-
based program. centared around  lccal
participation and lsadership, with finan-
il incentives and technical assistance
provwided by the USDA. 1t is site-spacific
and acdresses. high priority conssnvation
issues of State and Mational significance

CREP i nat just & cont-affective way to ad-
dress smironmental probloms and mest
regulatory mauirements. Participation can
Inrmade farm income a8 well.

Louisiana CREP

The Lowsr Cuschita River Basin CREP will
seek 10 enroll certain envi sansi

tive Bereaga within tve designated Loust-
ana watersheds into the Conservation Re
sarve Program {CAP). requiring 14—15 pear
fonig tarm contracts. The Louisiana Parishes.
irnvolvad Bre Caldwsl, Catahoula, East Car-
roll,  Frankin, Madison, Morehouse,
Ouachita, Richlard, and West Carroll, and
the two watsrsheds are he Bayou Macon
Watarshed and the Eceuf Rrer Watershed
The State. through the LA Department of
Agricultus and Foreatry. LA Department of
Wildife & Fisheries. and private crganizar
tions such &8 Ducks Unlimited, Black Bear
Congervation Comemities, and United States
Businesss Council for Sustainable Davelop-
ment will offer incentivea to participants far
the installation of needsd oconserdation
practices, such as fiter stris and riparian
buffers, among other practices. CREP will
consist of a Federal continuous sigivup CRP
compenant and Stats of Loulsiana in-kind
assistance and sarvices. To encourage pro-
ducers 10 join. the program offars financial
incantives in addition to those mwadatie with
the regular CRP

An interagency work group comprised of
fedoral, state, and kcal govemment ent-
tiea, and landowners and/or stakeholders
from adl nine parishes have me1 and dis-
cussed the resource concams in the project
area. WITthin the project area am siriesn
cities snd towns that will benefit from this
profect by the improvement of water quality
and the development of the enhancing of
wildiife habitat

Further Information

To leam mors about the Consevation Re-
sarve Enhancement Program, contact any
USDA Sarvics Centar. or any cae of the
Ested GREP partners. Information may alsa.
e found on the F3A webaits st

‘vew. s, g/ ey oepd ferpinfo .

Lower Quachita River Basin

Cons

rvation Reserve

Enhancement Program

LOWER OUACHTTA RIVER BASIN
CREP Priority Area

el bt o kg Project Vafue — $121.429.87%

» Sequeaers carbon through Bes Praject Acris— 58 Do 3
Munsgenend Practice (P I‘:nn—h'k‘wﬁ'—m J
whiabstiu Nl Average Confract Acreage—808

* Average Annmal Py w56 000

* Prosmses ssewandahip hogh. '.'.Wﬂ.""""""‘*h",‘_‘“

o m. Average Contract Lie Cosl—550,000
T e p———

I rRoUgAM oF FHE LOCRANG OFPABTHENT OF Acprcriroee & Fogesrey, UsDa
FaRy SERVEE AGENEY ANS NATURAL RESCURCES CONIERVATTON SERVICE, SORL AN
WATES CONSERVATION GISTRICTS, ANE OTHER PRIVATE AND FURLIC PARTNEES,
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Demonstration Projects for CREP Landowners

Alternative Planting Techniques for the Establishment of mixtures of Native
Grass, Legume, or Forb plant species using Liquid Fertilizer Suspensions

Introduction

One of the options available to Louisiana landowners through the Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program for retirement of farmland usage is Conservation Practice (CP2),
Establishment of Permanent Native Grasses/Forbs/Legumes Cover for Wildlife
Enhancement. These native plant species were growing here at the time of European
immigration to the United States of America. It is in this selected objective that
directed the development of a feasible, viable alternative for planting and establishment
of these Native Plant Species.

Purpose/Objective

The Conservation Practice (CP-2) option for the planting and successful establishment
of a combined native grass, legume, or forb mixture in one single field operation is a
paramount task. Light weighted, fluffy-seed native grass species such as Little Bluestem
Schizachyriam scoparium, Big Bluestem Androgon gerardii, and Indian grass
Sorghastrum nutans with their prominent seed awn create problems when mixed and
seeded with heavier, non-awned seed species. Traditionally, the planting of blends of
three to four species of native grasses plus two to three species of native legume or
forbs simultaneously required the use of a very expensive, overly complicated triple box
seeding drill. With this in mind and due to the unavailability of this type of seeding drill
in our area, we decided to investigate and develop other feasible planting alternatives.
Our goals and objectives were to develop a planting technique that was 1) technically
sound, 2) agronomically feasible, and 3) easily accessible to our NRCS conservation
clients.
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Plan of Action

Our chosen planting alternative was born as a

spin-off from a very successful planting method

used to establish common Bermuda Grass for

forage production in our area. This method

: o entails the use of liquid fertilizer as a
s 3 . - =imladl  suspension carrier for the chosen native plant
frTy . seeding mixture. The clay-based liquid
- fertilizer slurry (4-4-4) suspension serves as a
type of hydro mulch media that sticks to the
awned native grass seed and dispenses the

Actual Application — Liquid Fertilizer - Welch CREP

planting mixture correctly and uniformly. With
this liquid fertilizer slurry suspension seed planting technique, the establishment of this
mixed grass, legume, or forb mixture is successfully facilitated and accomplished.

USDA's Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) in Louisiana developed a Conservation Plan
of Operation (CPO) and plan of field operations for
landowner  cooperator (Mr. Simmie Welch,
Winnsboro, LA) to accomplish this objective and
task.

USDA's Natural Resources Conservation Service "
(NRCS) in cooperation with USDA’'s Farm Service

Agency (FSA), the Northeast Delta Soil & Water | Welch CREP Farm— (L) Bret Burns, FSA CED and (R )
. . . L Simmie Ray Welch, Landowner and CREP Participant —
Conservation District, the Louisiana Department of | Frankiin Parish, Louisiana

Agriculture & Forestry and two private agricultural
supply companies, Ouachita Fertilizer Company and
Turner Native Seed Company, initiated a native
grass seeding and establishment demonstration
project in northeastern Louisiana determine
feasibility of this alternative.

In the spring of 2006 12.7 acres of Me-Memphis
silt loam soil, 5-8 percent slope, was retired from
row-crop land usage, enrolled in CRP-CREP and

T

Actual Application — Liquid Fertilizer - Welch CREP | converted to perennial Native species vegetation

Farm

through this alternative planting method.
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The 6-Native plant species seeding mixture was planned and planted at the following
rates Pure Live Seed per acre:

1. Switchgrass Panicum virgatum-'Alamo’ variety-3.0 Ibs Pure Live Seed (PLS) per
acre Monoculture at a Desired Percentage Mix (DPM)-10.0%

2. Indiangrass Sorghastrum nutans-'Cheyenne’ variety-5.0 Ibs Pure Live Seed (PLS)
per acre Monoculture at a Desired Percentage Mix (DPM)-20.0%

3. Big Bluestem Andlrogon gerardii-'Kaw' variety-6.0 |bs Pure Live Seed (PLS) per acre
Monoculture at a Desired Percentage Mix (DPM)-20.0%

4. Illinois Bundleflower Desmanthus illinoensis -'Sabine' variety-13.5 Ibs Pure Live
Seed (PLS) per acre Monoculture at a Desired Percentage Mix (DPM)-20.0%

5. Partridge Pea Cassia fasciculata-'Commanche’ variety-10.0 Ibs Pure Live Seed (PLS)
per acre Monoculture at a Desired Percentage Mix (DPM)-10.0%

6. Maximillian Sunflower Hehanthus maximilliani-Aztec' variety-1.0 Ibs Pure Live
Seed (PLS) per acre Monoculture at a Desired Percentage Mix (DPM)-20.0%

Field Operations

A combination of early season mechanical seedbed preparation combined with on-site, as
needed pre-plant herbicide application for weed competition control and suppression were
applied to the area. Particular attention to firm soil seedbed condition at time of seeding
was of utmost importance.

The 6-species native plant species planting mixture was then blended in a mixing vat with
Triple 4 (4-4-4) suspension clay-based liquid fertilizer and precisely dispensed through a
Miller Spreader Truck applicator with a 90-foot width spray boom at the rate of 40
gallons (400 |bs.) per acre.

After the planting procedure was complete, the 12.7 acre area was then smoothed and
sealed with a cultipacker to obtain adequate seed/soil contact while conserving moisture
for the germinating and emerging seed. Native seed emergence and growth were
periodically monitored fo assess native plant development and overall balance of the
entire seeding mixture.
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Conclusion

This demonstration of liquid fertilizer suspension planting technique blending mixtures of
native grasses, legumes, and forbs in a single field operation is a viable, feasible

alternative available to farm producers and land users.

This seeding alternative will

adequately meet the needs and requirements for successful native plant species planting

and establishment.

This poster was made and this process was on display at the National Grazing Lands
Conference in St. Louis, MO this past December. The following is the poster that was

shown at the Conference
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