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Modern occupations: computer
technicians, satellite trackers, web
programmers, personal shoppers,
social media bloggers….these jobs
didn’t exist 10, 20 or 30 years ago.
Telegraph, switchboard and elevator
operators, bowling alley pinsetters
and typesetters are all defunct pro-
fessions. These jobs were based on
technology that is now obso-
lete.

But horses still need shoes,
and smith forging is a cen-
turies-old method of produc-
ing them.  Blacksmiths still
produce things like iron rail-
ings, gates and furniture, fix-
tures, sculpture, tools, agri-
cultural implements, decora-
tive items, utensils, weapons
and yes, horseshoes too.  

Jim Jenkins lives in
Tickfaw and he is a black-
smith. There aren’t many folks who
make their living hammering steel
into parts for carriages, shoes for
horses and hinges for doors. Yet
Jenkins has studied blacksmithing

for 60 years. He’s managed to put
four of his five children through col-
lege and take care of himself and his
wife, Maxine, as a professional
blacksmith since 1978.

The first part of becoming a pro-
fessional blacksmith is the decision
to make it your profession – your
life’s work. It took a few years for

the 73-year-old Jenkins to realize he
had made the decision after jobs as a
schoolteacher, insurance salesman
and gravel pit manager. For Jenkins,
the tipping point came on the com-

mute between his Tangipahoa home
and a job in St. Charles Parish.

“I was working at a plant down in
Norco for wages and every day
when I got there, I just felt like I was
turning my life off,” Jenkins said.
“When I walked out of there I could
turn my life back on.” 

From that day on, Jim Jenkins was
a blacksmith.

Jenkins stands above his
forge in his log cabin black-
smith shop, his long white
beard flowing over the top of
his work shirt as he tells his life
story. It is one of those crisp,
clear Louisiana winter days.
Sunlight seeps between the
gaps in the timber wall of the
smithy shop. Here, things are
wrought by hand with skill,
strength and heat. He gathers a
small pile of wood kindling

into the forge and lights it. After
pushing some coals up around the
fire, Jenkins begins to slowly crank
a blower that pushes air through the

Modern Blacksmith
by Sam Irwin

Blacksmith Jim Jenkins hammers the red hot steel to the desired thickness at his Tickfaw
smithy. Maxine and Jim Jenkins (below) stand before their kitchen door. The door has been
emblazoned with branding irons Jenkins made in his shop.

Jenkins
pounds the

steel to form a
pointed detail

at the end of
the hinge

strap. 

Blacksmith, cont’d on page 15
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available to all persons. Discrimination is prohibited
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3579 to Louisiana  Market Bulletin, P.O. Box 3534,
Baton Rouge, LA 70821-3534.

Louisiana Agriculture & Forestry Today
LDAF, Baton Rouge TV show partner for 2011 public education series 

The Louisiana Department of
Agriculture and Forestry (LDAF)
is partnering with the “Around
Town TV Show,” for a series of
recurring TV appearances to edu-
cate residents on current LDAF
goals, projects, challenges and
accomplishments in Louisiana
agriculture, forestry, and soil and
water conservation. 

Commissioner Mike Strain,
D.V.M., said he will cover an
array of topics throughout 2011 to
explore the state’s largest indus-

try and its impact on every resi-
dent.

Strain will appear for monthly
segments on the program.

“I’m excited to tell people more
about the important work of the
LDAF and the central role agri-
culture and forestry plays in our
state,” Strain said. “I look for-
ward to work with Scott Rogers
and the rest of the ‘Around
Town,’ team, a television pro-
gram known for its positive local
and community coverage.”

The LDAF is responsible for a
number of regulatory functions
that protects the public and the
agricultural and forestry indus-
tries of the state, Strain said.

“The LDAF monitors the accu-
racy of gas pumps, food scales
and the supermarket scanner,”
Strain said. “We are also respon-
sible for animal health, food safe-
ty, the proper handling of pesti-
cides and conservation of our
forestry, and soil and water
resources.” 

The “Around Town TV Show,”
is a one hour community pro-
gram, independently produced by
local 1st-Co Video Productions
and airs two new shows every
Saturday and Sunday across south
Louisiana. 

The program airs from 6-7 a.m.
on WBRZ Channel 2 each
Saturday and Sunday morning
with repeats at 8 a.m. on WBTR
Cox Channel 19 / KBTR AT&T
Channel 19, and 9 a.m. as well as
11 a.m. on Cox Channel 21.  

This public document was published at a total
cost of $1127.15. 14,800 copies of this public
document were published in this first printing.
This document was published for The
Louisiana Department of Agriculture and
Forestry, Marketing Division, 5825 Florida
Blvd., Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806 by
Baton Rouge Press Inc, 2621 E. Perdue,
Baton Rouge, LA, 70814, under authority of
Act of June 6, 1900 for the purpose of dissem-
inating agricultural information. This material
was printed in accordance with the standards
for printing by state agencies established pur-
suant to R.S. 43:31.

MIKE STRAIN DVM
COMMISSIONER

*0401*

Alabama SE Hay Report, Jan 13, 2011
Bermuda Domestic Cattle Small Round, 4x5.................................Premium................$80-$80

Good......................$50-$70
Bermuda Horse Small Round, 4x5.................................................Premium..............$80-$120
Bahia Horse Large Round, 5x5, 5x6,.......................................Premium...............$87-$87
Bahia Horse Small Square,................................................................Premium............$200-$200

USDA Agriculture Marketing Service Hay Prices

East Texas Weekly Hay Report, Jan14. 10, 2011
Coastal Bermuda Small Squares...........................................Good to Premium............$200-$265

Good...............................$170-$200
Coastal Bermuda Large Rounds........................................ .. Good to Premium...........$100-$140

Good.................................$80-$120

Quoted prices are dollars per ton unless otherwise noted

Visit us online at www.LDAF.la.gov
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Visit your local farmers market

AVOYELLES PARISH
Moreauville
WestMar Farms Dairy Market
851Couvillion Street
Thurs. 2-6 p.m.

Marksville
Marksville Farmers Market
Court House Square
Sat. in June, 8-11 a.m.

BEAUREGARD PARISH
DeRidder
Amerisafe Downtown Pavilion
& Farmers Market
120 N. Washington Ave.
Hours and days vary, year round

Ragley
Ragley Farmers Market
Ragley Historical Square,
Hwy. 12
Sat. 8 a.m.- 1 p.m., 
During peak growing season

CADDO PARISH
Greenwood
Greenwood Farmers Market
Located in the William Peters
Town Park
Sat. 8 a.m. - noon
May - Sept.

Shreveport
Shreveport/Bossier Farmers
Market
River front at Festival Plaza
Tues. 3-6 p.m., 
Sat. 7 a.m.-noon 
June - Sept. 4
Oct. 23-Nov. 20, Sat. only

CALCASIEU PARISH
Lake Charles
Charlestown Farmers Market
1001 Ryan Street
Sat. 7 a.m. - noon
Year round

Lake Charles
Cash & Carry Farmers Market
801 Enterprise Blvd.
Corner of Broad & Enterprise
Tues., 4-6 p.m., year round

Moss Bluff
MB Farmers & Crafters Market
Sam Houston Jones Pkwy. 
Sat. 8 a.m. - noon, 
April-Oct.

DESOTO PARISH
Mansfield
DeSoto Farmers Market
Hwy 171, in front of the

Mansfield Dixie Youth Park
Fri. 7 a.m.-1p.m., June 

EAST BATON ROUGE
PARISH
Baton Rouge
Red Stick Farmers Market #1 
Fifth St. near Main St.
Sat. 8 a.m.- noon, Jan.-Dec.

Baton Rouge
Red Stick Farmers Market #2
8470 Goodwood Blvd. 
Unitarian Church Parking Lot
Tues. 8 a.m. - noon
Jan. - July & Sept. - Dec.

Baton Rouge
Red Stick Farmers Market #3
7248 Perkins Road
Thurs.  8 a.m. - noon, 
Year round

Zachary
Zachary Famers Market
Located next to town hall
Sat. 8 a.m.- 12 p.m., year round

EVANGELINE PARISH
Ville Platte
Ville Platte Farmers Market
11 East Main Street
Late June to end of produce
Fri. 5 p.m.-7 p.m.
Oct. to end of produce
Fri. 4 p.m.-6 p.m.

IBERIA PARISH
New Iberia
Teche Area Farmers Market
Main St. Bouligny Plaza
Tues. 3-6 p.m., Sat. 6-10 a.m. 
Year round

JEFFERSON PARISH
Gretna
Gretna Farmers Market
Huey P. Long Ave. 
Sat. 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Year round

Westwego
Westwego Farmers & Fisheries 
484 Sala Ave., 
corner of 4th St.
Sat. 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Year round

JEFFERSON DAVIS PARISH
Jennings
Main Street Farmers Market
Founder’s Park on Main St.
Sat. 7 a.m. - 10 a.m., 
May - Nov.

LAFAYETTE PARISH
Lafayette
Acadiana Farmers Market
801 Foreman Dr. & Dulles St. 
Tues., Thurs. & Sat. 5 - 10 a.m. 
Year round

Lafayette
City Garden Market
Heymann Blvd., Oil Center
Sat. 8 a.m. - noon
Year round

Lafayette
Open Air Farmers Market
800 East Broussard Rd.
Sat. 8 a.m. - noon
Year round

LAFOURCHE PARISH
Thibodaux
Thibodaux Main Street Market
314 St. Mary St. at Jean Lafitte
National Historic Park
Sat. 7 - 11 a.m. 
Early Spring-July, Sept.-Dec.

LINCOLN PARISH
Ruston
Ruston Farmer’s Market
Railroad Ave at Monroe Street
Sat. 7:30 a.m.- 11:30 
March-Nov.

LIVINGSTON PARISH
Denham Springs
Livingston Farmers Market
New Covenant Church parking
lot on Hwy. 190
Sat. 7 a.m. - noon,  
Year round

MADISON PARISH
Tallulah
Tallulah Farmers Market
408 N. Cedar St., Hwy. 65
Tues., Thurs. & Sat.
8 a.m. - noon, 
May-Aug., Oct.-Dec.

MOREHOUSE PARISH
Bastrop
Morehouse Parish Farmers
Market
305 E. Madison
Mon.-Sat. 7 a.m.-5p.m.
Year round

NATCHITOCHES PARISH
Natchitoches
Cane River Green Market 
Downtown Natchitoches river-
bank 
Sat. 8 a.m. - noon, 
April-July, Oct. Nov.

ORLEANS PARISH
New Orleans
Crescent City Farmers Market #1
700 Magazine St. 
Sat. 8 a.m.-noon
Year round

New Orleans
Crescent City Farmers Market #2
Uptown Square, 200 Broadway
Tues. 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.,
Year round 

New Orleans
Crescent City Farmers Market #3
3700 Orleans Ave.
Thurs., 3 - 7 p.m.,  
Year round

New Orleans
Upper Ninth Ward Farmers
Market
3500 St. Claude Ave.
Sat. 1 - 4 p.m.,
Year round

OUACHITA PARISH
Monroe
Monroe Farmers Market
1212 Washington St.
Mon. - Sat. 6 a.m. - 1 p.m., 
June-Aug.

West Monroe
West Monroe Farmers Market
1700 North 7th St.
Mon. - Sat. 7 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Year round

ST. CHARLES PARISH
Destrehan 
German Coast Farmers Market 1
Parking lot of Ormond Plantation
Sat. 8 a.m. - noon
Year round

Luling
German Coast Farmers Market 2
12715 Hwy. (St. Charles Plaza)
Wed. 3 - 6 p.m., 
Year round

ST. LANDRY PARISH
Opelousas 
St. Landry Farmers Market
952 East Landry St., Hwy. 190
Tues., Thurs. & Sat. 6-10 a.m.
Tues & Friday, 5-7 p.m.
May-Dec.

ST. MARTIN PARISH
St. Martinville
St. Martinville Creole Market
Evangeline Blvd. & Main St.
Sat. 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m., 
May-Dec.

ST. MARY PARISH
Franklin
Franklin Farmers’ Market
300 block Willow St.
Sat. 8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m., 
Tues. 2:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.
Year round

ST. TAMMANY PARISH
Covington
Covington Farmers Market #1
City Hall, 609 North Columbia
Sat. 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Year round

Covington
Covington Farmers Market #2

419 North New Hampshire
Wed. 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. 
Year round

Folsom
Folsom Community Farmers
Market 
Railroad Avenue
Every third Sat. 
March - Nov. 
9 a.m - 1 p.m. 

Mandeville
Mandeville Trailhead Comm.
Market
675 Lafitte St.
Sat. 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Year round

Slidell
Camellia City Farms Market
Griffith Park
Sat. 8 a.m.-12 p.m.
Year round

TERREBONNE PARISH
Houma
Cajun Farmers Market of Houma
- Terrebonne
Tunnel Blvd. & Naquin St.
Mon.-Sat. 6 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Year round

UNION PARISH
Farmerville Farmers Market
407 South Main St.
Mon.-Sat., 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Year round

VERMILION PARISH
Kaplan
Kaplan Farmers Market
Turnley Park, 119 N. Irvin Ave.
2nd Sat, 8 a.m. - noon
Year round

VERNON PARISH
Leesville
3rd Street Market
Wed., Fri & Sat.,
7 a.m.until sold out, 
Year round

WASHINGTON PARISH
Bogalusa
Bogalusa Farmers Market
500 Block of Columbia St.
Sat., 9 a.m.-noon, Jun. - Aug.

WEST FELICIANA PARISH
St. Francisville
St. Francisville Farmers Market
agricultural pavilion (4-H Barn) 
Thurs. 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
mid-May to mid-Nov.

WINN PARISH
Winnfield
Winn Farmers Market
301 West Main  
Tues. & Fri. 7:30 - 11 a.m.
May-Aug.



Livestock Market Reports

All data provided in this report is compiled by the auction barn and
intended for informational purposes only. The Louisiana Department
of Agriculture and Forestry does not warrant the accuracy, reliability
or correctness of the content. If you want your auction report listed,
call 225-922-2151. Visit www.LDAF.la.gov for expanded reports.

Feeder steers (cwt)
200-300 lbs......$120-$175   
300-400 lbs......$110-$160
400-500 lbs......$105-$140
500-600 lbs......$100-$130   
600-700 lbs......$98-$120  

Feeder heifers (cwt)
200-300 lbs......$110-$155
300-400 lbs......$105-$135
400-500 lbs......$100-$122  
500-600 lbs......$98-$118    
600-700 lbs......$95-$113    

Boner cows (80-85% lean 850 lb.-1200 lb.).....$45-$70 per cwt
Bulls (1500-2000 lbs.).......................................$60-$80 per cwt

Cattle Receipts: 727

Cow/calf pairs 2-4 yrs:
$650-$1200 range

Replacement &/or feeder cows 1-4 yrs:
$450-$1000  range

Mansura Auction held 1-12-11 

Feeder Steers (cwt)
200-300 lbs. $115-$165   
300-400 lbs. $105-$160   
400-500 lbs. $100-$140   
500-600 lbs. $105-$140
600-700 lbs. $95-$115     

Feeder Heifers (cwt)
200-300 lbs. $110-$145
300-400 lbs. $100-$128  
400-500 lbs. $96-$120
500-600 lbs. $94-$112    
600-700 lbs. $85-$106     

Boner cows (80-85% lean 850 lb.-1200 lb.).....$44-$69 per cwt
Bulls (1500-2000 lbs.).......................................$58-$79 per cwt

Cattle Receipts: 925 

Replacement &/or feeder cows 1-4 yrs:
$500-$1200  range

Cow/calf pairs 5-7 yrs:
$650-$1100 range

Replacement &/or feeder cows 5-7 yrs:
$400-$1000 range

Cow/calf pairs 2-4 yrs:
$650-$1100 range

Replacement &/or feeder cows 5-7 yrs:
$400-$950  range

Cattle Receipts: 164

Cow/calf pairs 5-7 yrs:
$600-$1200 range

Feeder Steers (cwt)
200-300 lbs. $109-$153   
300-400 lbs. $115-$145   
400-500 lbs. $103-$121   
500-600 lbs. $115-$121    
600-700 lbs. $105-$135 

Feeder Heifers (cwt)
200-300 lbs. $101-$135
300-400 lbs. $101-$151   
400-500 lbs. $100-$131
500-600 lbs. $107-$115    
600-700 lbs. $000-$000     

Replacement &/or feeder cows 1-4 yrs:
$ N/A avg.

Replacement &/or feeder cows 5-7 yrs:
$ N/A avg.

West Monroe Auction held 1-3-11

Kinder Livestock Auction held 1-10-11
LLivestoivestocck Ak Auuctictioonsns

Miller Livestock
100 Sale Barn Road, DeQuincy

337-786-2995
1st & 3rd Monday

Southwest Horse Sales
11518 Hwy. 38

Kentwood Stockyard or Florida
Parishes Arena, Amite

985-886-2250 or 985-630-3283
4th Saturday

West Monroe
5243 Cypress Street

West Monroe
318-396-8445
4th Saturday

Horse

Kinder Livestock
13008 Hwy 190 West,

Kinder
337-738-2778

Monday 

Mansura Livestock
8745 Hwy 1, Mansura

318-964-5330
Wednesday 

Dominique Stockyard
1462 Airline Hwy., Baton

Rouge
225-356-5203

Monday 

Dominique Stockyard
3600 N. University

Ave.,Carencro
337-896-6995

Wednesday 

Dominique Stockyard
2800 W. Landry Street,

Opelousas
337-942-5661

Tuesday

Red River Livestock Auction
P. O. Box 456  Hwy 1,

Coushatta
318-932-5691

Wednesday

Amite Livestock Co.
58449 Hwy. 51, Amite

985-748-8636
Tuesday

Miller Livestock
100 Sale Barn Road,

DeQuincy
337-786-2995

Saturday 

N. Tangipahoa Stockyard
12036 Hwy. 38, Kentwood

985-229-8580
Saturday

Delhi Livestock Auction

774 Hwy. 80, Delhi
318-878-2394

Wednesday

Cattle

For the latest livestock
auction reports visit

www.ldaf.la.gov

Thibodaux Stockyard
1604 Talbot Dr., Thibodaux

985-446-6540
Thursday

West Monroe Livestock
Auction

5243 Cypress St., West
Monroe

318-396-8445
Monday

The thirteenth edition of the official
Louisiana Livestock Brand book is now
available. The Livestock Brand
Commission within the Louisiana
Department of Agriculture and
Forestry publishes the book every five
years and contains all livestock brands
currently on record. 

The books are available for sale for a
total of $4.65. There is no additional
charge for mailing. To purchase a copy
of the book, please mail a check or
money order to the Livestock Brand
Commission,  P.O. Box 1951, Baton
Rouge, LA 70821. The next Brand Book
will not be published until 2015. 

2010 Brand Books are here

Slaughter............................................................$37-$67 per cwt
Boner cows (80-85% lean 850 lb.-1200 lb.).....$49-$75 per cwt
Bulls (1500-2000 lbs.).......................................$61-$90 per cwt
Calves................................................................$110-$179 per cwt

Report or solve a crime

Crimestoppers and the Louisiana Department of Agriculture &
Forestry can help you solve livestock, farm equipment or timber
theft and forest arson crimes. Your anonymous tip which leads to
arrest and conviction may get you a cash reward. 

Visit us online at: 
www.LDAF.la.gov

Cattle theft and other
agricultural-related crimes? 

1-800-558-9741

Forestry related crimes?
225-925-4500
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What’s Happening

Education & WorkshopsLivestock
Events

Louisiana Angus Assoc. Bull Sale
will be held Jan. 22 in Lecompte. For
more information, call 225-931-5751 

Monarch Angus Production Sale
will be held Feb. 19, 2011 at Monarch
Farm, 14537 Hwy. 450 in Franklinton.
For more information, call 985-795-
7992 or www.MonarchFarm.com.

Ascension Parish 4-H Livestock
Show will be held Jan. 13-15 at the
Lamar-Dixon Expo Center B Arena in
Gonzales. For more information, call
225-621-1700.

South Central District Livestock
Association Livestock Show will be
held Feb. 3-5 at the Lamar-Dixon B & D
Arenas in Gonzlaes. For more informa-
tion, call 225-621-1700.

LSU AgCenter 4-H & FFA State
Livestock Show will be hled Feb. 12-18
at the Lamar-Dixon Expo Center B & D
arenas in Gonzales. For more informa-
tion, call 225-621-1700.

Bee Equipment Show and Tell will be
held Feb. 7 at the War Memorial Civic
Center in DeRidder from 7 – 9 p.m.
Beekeepers are invited to bring their
equipment to show new and aspiring bee-
keepers the tool of the apiary art. For
more information, contact County Agent
Keith Hawkins at 337-463-7006 or
khawkins@agcenter.lsu.edu.

Beauregard Master Gardeners Tree
Pruning Workshop will be held Jan 15
at the LSU AgCenter, 203 W. 3rd Street in
DeRidder from 9 – 10:30 a.m. $5 cost.
For more information, contact County
Agent Keith Hawkins at 337-463-7006 or
khawkins@agcenter.lsu.edu.

SW Louisiana Federal Timber Tax
Workshop will be held Jan. 25 at the
Calcasieu Extension Office, 7101 Gulf
Hwy., in Lake Charles from 8 a.m. – 3
p.m. Forest Economist Linda Wang with
the US Forest Service will update
landowners on the latest timber and
forestry tax changes. Lunch is not provid-
ed. For more information, contact County
Agent Keith Hawkins at 337-463-7006 or
khawkins@agcenter.lsu.edu.

SW Louisiana Forestry Association
Meeting & Forestry Forum will be held
Feb. 19 at the Beauregard Parish
Fairgrounds Exhibition Hall from 8 a.m.
to 12 p.m. $25 per household. For more
information, contact County Agent Keith
Hawkins at 337-463-7006 or
khawkins@agcenter.lsu.edu.

Baton Rouge Arts Market will be held
the first Saturday of the month at the cor-
ner of Fifth and Main St. in Baton Rouge.
Regional crafts from more than 60 artists
and craft vendors. 7 a.m. – noon. No mar-
ket in Jan. For more information, contact
Kathy Scherer at 225-344-8551.

Fresh From the Market Cooking

Demonstration every Saturday at 10 a.m.
at Main Street Market in Baton Rouge,
501 Main Street. Chef Celeste Gill and
local chefs demonstrate using local ingre-
dients for seasonal recipes. For more
information, contact Copper Alvarez at
267-5060.

Clinton Market Day is held the first
Saturday of the month in the Courthouse
Square and Main Street in Clinton. Free to
vendors; 8 a.m. - until. For more informa-
tion, contact Clinton Main Street and
Tourism at 225-603-9003.

Arborist Continuing Education
Workshops - Jan. 14, 2011, Tree, People
and the Law by Victor Merullo at the
Holiday Inn South in Baton Rouge (seat-
ing limited to 150); $85 to pre-register;
$140 after pre-registration deadlines. For
more information, contact Hallie Dozier,
225-578-7219. 

Louisiana 4-H Museum Storytelling
Program will be held the first and third
Saturdays of the month at the La. 4-H
Museum in Mansura from 10 a.m. to 11
a.m. Ages 3-up. Professional Storyteller
Rose Anne St. Romaine hosts the pro-
gram. Children age 10 and under must be
accompanied by an adult. Saturday
admission to the museum is $1 per person.
The museum will remain open following
the storytelling until 2 p.m. For more
information, call 318-964-2245 or e-mail
at 4hmuseum@agcenter.lsu.edu.

La. Forestry Association Invasive &
Exotic Species seminar will be held Jan.
26 at Country Inn & Suites, 2727 Monroe
Hwy. in Pineville. Registration is $40. For
more information, call 318-443-2558. 

Arborist Workshop: Trees, People &
the Law will be held Jan. 14 in Baton
Rouge. For more information, contact
Hallie Dozier at 225-578-7219 or hdozi-
er@agcenter.lsu.edu.

Gulf State Horticulture Expo will be
held Jan 19 in Mobile, Al. at the Arthur
Outlaw Convention Center. For more
information visit www.gshe.org.

Second Saturday Plant Sale program
will be held Feb. 12, 2010 at 9:00 a.m. at
the Parkway Partners Greenhouse, 1137
Baronne St. (corner of Baronne and
Clio), New Orleans. Guest speakers lec-
ture on horticultural issues. For more

information, call 504-620-2224 or e-mail
dgraham@parkwaypartners.org.

East Baton Rouge Master Gardeners
Day is the first Saturday of the month at
the Red Stick Farmers Market, corner of
Fifth and Main St. in Baton Rouge.
Master gardeners offer expert advice on
seasonal gardening. For more informa-
tion, contact Copper Alvarez at 267-5060
or visit www.breada.org.

Horticultural Events

Louisiana Sporting Clays
Association Shoots – Hello to 2011, Ed’s
Sporting, Kaplan; Jan. 15; Support Our
Youth, Cajun Elite, Jennings, Jan 22;
Ground Hog Day, Wilderness, Lafayette,
Feb. 5; No More Ducks, Ed’s Sporting,
Kaplan, Feb. 12; Mardi Gras Fever,
Riverside, Denham Springs, Feb. 13;
Clays on the Bayou, Tri-Parish, Houma,
Feb. 19; Valentine Blues, GOL, Maurice,
Feb. 28. For more information, visit
www.lsca.info.

Sporting Clays
Shooting Events

Baton Rouge Kennel Club and
Alexandria Kennel Club will host an
AKC dog show Jan. 27-30 in Alexandria.
For more information, contact Onofrio
Dog Shows at 405-427-8181 or
mail@onofrio.com.

Southern Large Pack Beagle
Association Show will be held Jan. 15 in
Hessmer. For more information, call Tina
Pietri at 225-571-8377 or
tina.pietri@la.gov.

Bayou Beagle Club Show will be held
Jan. 15 in New Iberia. For more informa-
tion, call David Duet at 985-446-9306.

Houma Airport Beagle Club Show will
he held Jan. 15 in Houma. For more infor-
mation, call Albert Folse at 985-805-0445
or byubeagler@viscom.net.

Great Southern Beagle Club Show
will be held Jan 21 in Franklinton. For
more information, call Brent Smith at 985-
795-1761 or
smithsacandheat@yahoo.com.

North Louisiana Beagle Club Show
will be held Jan. 29 in Downsville. For
more information, call Mark Elliott at 318-
894-4415 or 318-894-4415.

South Louisiana Retriever Club Show
will be held Jan. 28 in Norco. For more
information, call Larry Anderson at 225-
253-6179 or landerson@amr-no.com

Dog Events

Winter Buckle Series Barrel Racing
will be held at Tip Top Arena in
Lecompte Feb 5 & 19. Produced by
River Cities Barrel Racers. For more
info, call 318-445-8907 or visit
www.rivercitiesbarrelracers.com

Louisiana Stock Horse Assoc. Horse
Show will be held Feb. 19, Ike Hamilton
in W. Monroe; March 19, Beauregard
Parish Covered Arena, DeRidder; April
2, Burton Outside Arena, Lake Charles;
Pre-entry closes the Monday before the
show. Entry fee. For more info, contact
Judy Weisgerber at 877-335-3072, jweis-
gerber@hughes.net or www.louisianas-
tockhorse.com. 

Team Roping USA Contest will be
held March 5 at the Lamar-Dixon Expo
Center B Arena in Gonzales. For more
information, call 225-621-1700 or
www.teamropingusa.com.

SE High School Rodeo Association
Rodeo will be held March 18-20 at the
Lamar-Dixon Expo Center D Arena. For
more information, call 225-621-1700.

Dixie National Appaloosa Show will
be held Jan 30-31 at the Mississippi State
Fairgrounds in Jackson, Miss. For more
information, call Cheryl Ogle at 901-
827-1566 or lcogle2@aol.com

Horse Events
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Fairs 
La. Indian Heritage Association 44th

Annual Spring Pow Wow will be held
April 15-17 at the Lamar-Dixon Expo
Arena B In Gonzales. For more informa-
tion, call 225-621-1700.



Praline Cookies
1 cup light brown sugar
1 tbsp flour
½ tsp salt

1 egg white beaten
1 tsp vanilla
2 cups chopped pecans

Mix sugar, flour and salt. Sift. Beat egg whites until foamy with
mixer and add to dry ingredients. Add vanilla and pecans, coating
the pecans well. Drop by the teaspoonful on parchment paper on a
cookie sheet. If you don’t have this you MUST grease the cookie
sheet well with shortening—it works, but not as well. Bake at 300
degrees for 35 minutes. Check at 30 minutes, they should be very
lightly browned. Slide the parchment paper off of the cookie sheet
and let the cookies cool for about 5 minutes until you can remove
them from it by peeling the parchment paper off. Makes approxi-
mately 24 cookies

Crawfish Casserole
2 tbsps. unsalted margarine 
1 cup chopped celery 
1 cup chopped bell pepper 
1 cup chopped onion 
1 (10 3/4 oz.) can fat free cream of
celery soup 
1 lb. fresh Louisiana crawfish tails 

2 1/2 cups cooked rice 
1/2 cup chopped green onion
tops 
1/2 cup chopped parsley 
1/4 tsp. salt 
1 tsp. black pepper 

Melt margarine in a two-quart microwave safe dish. Add celery, bell
pepper and onion. Cover and microwave on high until vegetables are
tender. Blend in soup, rice, green onions, parsley and season with salt
and pepper. Add crawfish and remaining ingredients. Put in a lightly
greased 9 x 2 inch skillet. Bake at 375 degrees for 30 minutes. 

Shrimp Rémoulade
2 lbs. peeled seasoned cooked shrimp
1/4 cup light mayonnaise
2 tbsps. horseradish
2 tbsps. creole mustard, deli style or
country Dijon
2 tbsps. Dijon mustard

1 tbsps. lemon juice
1/3 cup chopped fresh parsley
1 bunch green onions, sliced
Salt and pepper to taste

Place shrimp in bowl. In small bowl mix together mayonnaise, horse-
radish, creole mustard, Dijon mustard, lemon juice, parsley, and green
onions. Season to taste and mix with shrimp. Refrigerate until serving.

Cajun Dressing
2 (6 oz.) pkgs. Mexican corn-
bread mix
1 lb. lean/lowfat sausage
2 med. onions chopped
2 cups celery chopped
2 med. bell peppers chopped

1 stick margarine
1 (10 ¾ oz.) can low-fat cream
of chicken soup
1 cup chicken broth
2 egg substitute

Follow the package instructions to cook the Mexican cornbread. Melt
butter in skillet and sauté chopped vegetables. In a food processor,
chop Andouille sausage into fine pieces. Mix cornbread, sausage,
sautéed vegetables, cream of chicken soup, broth and eggs in a 5-quart
casserole. Bake at 435 degrees for 45 minutes.Makes 24 servings

Black Eyed Peas and ham
1 (16 oz.) pkg. dried black-
eyed peas
3 cups water
1/4 lb. lean boneless ham, cut
into cubes

1 cup chopped onion
1 cup chopped celery
2 bay leaves
1 tsp pepper

Sort and wash the peas and place in a large saucepan. Cover with
water and bring to a boil; cook 2 minutes. Remove from heat. Let
soak for 1 hour; drain. Add the 3 cups water and remaining ingredi-
ents to the peas and bring to a boil. Cover, reduce heat, and simmer 1
hour or until the peas are tender. Remove the bay leaves before serv-
ing. Makes 8 (1/2 cup) servings

Sweet Potato Casserole with Praline Topping
3 cups cooked mashed sweet potatoes 
1/2 cup sugar 
1 large egg 
1 large egg white

1 (5 oz) can evaporated
skimmed milk 
1 1/2 tsps. vanilla extract 
Praline topping (recipe follows) 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. In a mixing bowl, blend together the
potatoes, sugar, egg, egg white, and vanilla. Place in a 2-quart casse-
role dish coated with nonstick cooking spray and cover with praline
topping. Bake for 45 minutes. 

Recipe from the Holly Clegg Trim & Terrific Cookbook: More Than 500
Fast, Easy and Healthy Recipes - www.hollyclegg.com

Recipe from the DHH Healthier Cajun Cooking

Recipe from Polly Strickland

Praline Topping 
1 cup light brown sugar 
1/2 cup all-purpose flour 
1/2 tsp. ground cinnamon 

6 tbsps. margarine, melted 
1 tsp. vanilla extract 
½ cup chopped pecans, optional 

In a bowl, mix together the brown sugar, flour and cinnamon. Stir
in the margarine, vanilla, and pecans until crumbly. 
Recipe from the Holly Clegg Trim & Terrific Cookbook: More Than 500
Fast, Easy and Healthy Recipes - www.hollyclegg.com

Recipe from Chef John Folse - www.jfolse.com

Recipe from Polly Strickland

Start the New Year
right with healthier

Cajun dishes
Nutriion information is available upon request
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Blacksmith, continued from page 1
bottom of the forge and through the
fiery coals. In a few minutes the
coals are glowing bright red. 

He jams a 30-inch piece of steel
into the burning coals as he cranks
the blower. After a few minutes, the
steel is red hot. He pulls the steel
from the fire and places the glowing
portion over the nearby anvil. With
his other hand, he selects one of the
many hammers in the shop from the
rack. A clear ringing sound bursts
from the impact as the hammerhead
meets the shimmering steel. It’s
music to Jenkins ears. He pounds the
malleable steel and flattens the piece.
When he’s done, the steel will have
been fashioned into a long strap door
hinge that will be used in a building
restoration in New Orleans.

Acquiring the skills of a black-
smith takes many years. Jenkins
began studying the craft as a teenag-
er who just wanted to ride his horse. 

“Back when I was a kid I had an
old horse that needed shoes,” Jenkins
said in between the hammering.
“West of Natalbany there was a guy,
a friend of mine. I was about 13 and
he was about 85. He told me if I
brought my horse over there and got
him some chew, he’d sit on the buck-
et and tell me what to do.”

Some folks tell smithy Jenkins he
was born a hundred years too late.
Had he been born earlier, they spec-
ulate, he would have been a very
busy blacksmith. 

Jenkins disagrees. “I was born just

when I was supposed to,” he says.
Jenkins birth was good timing.
Jenkins' young life was fortuitous
because he grew up when gas sta-
tions were full-service shops that
could pump gas into your car, put air
in your tires and clean your wind-
shield. Like livery stables of the
machine age, these stations were
more than a place to get gas. Some of
these rural “filling stations” (another
term that has gone out of use) also
had a smithy shop on the premises
that could sharpen your plow points
or fashion a replacement for a broken
wheel axle.  

“My dad drove a gas truck for
Texaco,” Jenkins said. “Back in the
‘40s all the big filling stations had
blacksmith shops. I’d ride with my
dad and the old blacksmiths started
giving me various old and worn tools
they didn’t use anymore and I started
collecting them. I got a hold of a lit-
tle forge and started trying to make
things and found that if I had anoth-
er tool, I could make something else.
My collection is what got me into
blacksmithing and my blacksmithing
got me into blacksmithing.”

Jenkins found enough iron work to
keep him going but the biggest turn
of events in his blacksmithing career
was the occurrence of the 1984
World’s Fair in New Orleans.
Louisiana artisans were hired by the
dozens to demonstrate crafts from
the past such as blacksmithing and
wooden boat building. Jenkins was

the most prominent blacksmith and
made some important contacts with
preservationists.

“The fair gave me a lot of the expe-
rience I needed and I made a connec-
tion with a company that specialized

in doors and hinges,” Jenkins said.
“They gave me an order for 92 hinge
straps.”

Obviously, modern steel manufac-
turing techniques can crank out 92
door hinge straps quickly but French
Quarter preservationists want the
real deal. They want to transcend the
sterility of a mass-produced steel

part. They want old-fashioned skill.
Not only does Jenkins provide the
skill, he gives them artistry. He
leaves his imprint on every piece he
makes. For instance, his hinges fea-
ture a unique flared arrow point near
the end of the strap. Not only does
the flare give the hinge extra
strength, it’s also distinctive styling.
It takes a lot of extra hammering to
bend the steel to his will, but it’s the
difference between hand-made and
machine-made.

When the Cabildo, one of the great
historic buildings in New Orleans,
caught fire in 1998, Jenkins was
hired to replace the ironwork. He has
done extensive work on other his-
toric buildings and homes through-
out New Orleans, as well as in new
home construction.

The morning winds down and
Jenkins feels the top of his anvil.

“There’s an old saying that black-
smiths have,” Jenkins said. “When
the top of the anvil is too hot to sit
on, it’s time for lunch.” 

He lets the forge fire die down and
heads to the kitchen door. The door is
more than a kitchen door; it’s a visu-
al history. It’s been scorched with the
imprints of dozens of branding irons
Jenkins has made for area cattlemen.
He sits at the kitchen table and Miss
Maxine serves him a plate of veni-
son, turnip roots and mustard greens.
The house is filled with collected
artifacts like a spinning wheel, a tusk
from a wildebeest and branding

irons. Jenkins continues to collect
iron, steel and a variety of outdated,
but interesting mechanical industrial
pieces.

He even has an antique water
heater that was used in the movie
production of “The Curious Case of
Benjamin Button” starring Brad Pitt. 

When Jenkins is not doing custom
work in his smithy, he may be found
demonstrating blacksmithing at
regional fairs and festivals. He’s
been featured at the Burden Center in
Baton Rouge, Acadian Village in
Lafayette and has worked the New
Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival
for 30 years.

Jenkins taught the skill to his sons
but they rely on other trades and pro-
fessions to make their living. He has
also participated in a state apprentice
program to train new blacksmiths.

Jenkins does specialty work for the
public and can build anything a
client desires if they provide him
with a drawing. Despite the intricate
fashion of Jenkins’ custom door han-
dles, branding irons, gates and
fences, he doesn’t consider himself
an artist.

“The old saying is that if you bill
yourself as an artist and work out of
a studio you can charge a lot more
for your work,” Jenkins said. “I’m a
blacksmith and work out of a shop. I
suppose some people call me an
artist but I’m just an old blacksmith.”

Jenkins can be reached at 985-345-
5488.

Agriculture and Forestry
Commissioner Mike Strain,
D.V.M. said four South Louisiana
men have been arrested after a five-
month Louisiana Livestock Brand
Commission  investigation uncov-
ered a theft ring specializing in
stealing diesel fuel from farmers
and other industrial users.

Michael Chad Minton, 36, of
Prairieville, Clint White, 23, of
Prairieville, Conner Pitre, 21, of
Gonzales, and Toby Prejean, 29, of
Belle Rose have been arrested in
connection with diesel fuel thefts in
Ascension, Pointe Coupee and
West Baton Rouge parishes.

Minton was arrested Dec. 16,
Pitre, Dec. 29, and Prejean on Jan.
4.

White was booked in Pointe
Coupee and Ascension parishes
Jan. 7.

Strain said the investigation is
ongoing and could yield more
arrests.

Minton, White, Pitre and Prejean
allegedly stole more than 10,000
gallons of diesel fuel valued at
$28,340. All are charged with sev-
eral counts of felony theft.

Strain said the group targeted
farms, plants and construction sites
equipped with diesel storage tanks

and used “tote tanks” loaded in the
back of a cattle trailer or truck to
haul the fuel away.

In addition to the fuel, three fuel
pumps valued at $1,200 are
thought to have been stolen by the
ring.

Strain said the Ascension Parish
Sheriff’s Office participated in the
investigation.

The LBC operates under the
Louisiana Department of
Agriculture and Forestry (LDAF).
Livestock Brand inspectors are
empowered to investigate all agri-
cultural crime including livestock
theft as well as farm machinery and

equipment theft. The inspectors are
commissioned by the Louisiana
State Police and have full police
powers in the performance of their
duties.

Carl Bennett, director of the
Brand Commission, said Inspector
Johnny Steib has been investigat-
ing the thefts since July. The
Ascension Parish Sheriff’s Office
joined the investigation in
November after receiving com-
plaints of farm and industrial diesel
theft.

“A concern of the Brand
Commission is that similar type
thefts are occurring in other parts of
the state and the victims of these
thefts do not even realize their
diesel is being stolen,” Bennett
said. “Persons who purchased this
stolen diesel are also taking the
chance of being criminally
charged.

“The state of our economy is
exceedingly tough on our farmers
and ranchers. Losses due to thefts
of this type only make it harder on
them. Commissioner Strain has
directed the Livestock Brand
Commission to fight farm related
crime on every front and we intend
to do just that.”

Bennett said the men are facing

charges in Ascension, Pointe
Coupee and West Baton Rouge as
follows:

Ascension Parish
Michael Chad Minton: five

counts felony theft, five counts
criminal trespass, one count pos-
session of cocaine.

Clint White: four counts felony
theft, four counts criminal trespass.

Toby Prejean: one count felony
theft, one count criminal trespass

Pointe Coupee Parish
Michael Chad Minton: four

counts felony theft.
Clint White: three counts felony

theft.
Conner Pitre: one count felony

theft.
Toby Prejean: two counts felony

theft.
West Baton Rouge
Michael Chad Minton: one count

felony theft, one count criminal
trespass, one count unauthorized
use of a movable

To file a complaint involving any
crime associated with the agricul-
tural or livestock industries, call the
Livestock Brand Commission
office at 800-558-9741. If the mat-
ter relates to the forestry industry,
timber theft or forestry arson, call
225-925-4500. 

Four arrested in diesel fuel theft ring 

Chad Minton Clint WhiteToby PrejeanConner Pitre
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National Arbor Day is the last Friday of
April but here in Louisiana, our state tree
planting celebration day, the third Friday of
January, has already come and gone. Just
about any time during the later fall and win-
ter months is a good time for home garden-
ers and landscape professionals to plant
shade trees, but not everyone knows that
improper planting practices sometimes
present issues regarding the long-term land-
scape success of these trees.

Tree lovers need to be aware of some of
the common mistakes made in planting,
establishment and follow-up care of trees.
Many times poor tree performance in our
residential landscapes can be traced to
improper planting techniques.

Here are a few common things to consid-
er when adding new trees to your landscape:

– Select a good-quality tree. You would
think this would be obvious, but some trees
offered for sale aren’t good quality. Make

sure the species and variety is recommend-
ed for Louisiana. Is the plant overgrown in
the container? Inspect the trunk of the
young tree for any bark damage.

– Select the right tree for the right place.
Be sure the tree you’re considering will
work in the environment where it is
being planted. Consider mature
height and mature spread and
allow enough room for the
tree to develop to its full
mature size without regu-
lar pruning. Make sure the
characteristics of the site
such as soil pH, soil
drainage and sun and
shade exposure fit the
tree.

– Don’t plant too deep.
The top of the root ball
should be at the same
level or slightly higher

than the soil grade. Do not cover the lower
trunk with soil. And be careful with over-
mulching. This has the same detrimental
effects as planting too deep. We recommend
3-4 inches of mulch spread evenly under-
neath a tree’s canopy. 

- Don’t plant too shallow. If the top
of the root ball is exposed to air, the

root system will dry out.
– Dig the hole to the proper
width. The width of the plant-

ing hole should be two to
three times wider than the
tree’s root ball. This
allows for lateral root

development and expan-
sion. Remember that tree
roots need to grow out
from the planting hole.

– Inspect for root-
bound trees. Cut the
encircling roots enough

to encourage their outward root growth and
prevent future circling.

– Avoid modifying backfill soil. Backfill
soil is the soil removed from the planting
hole. The current recommendation is to
return to the planting hole the soil that came
from it. Don’t amend this soil with pine
bark, compost or similar materials. A
change in the soil texture from the planting
hole to the surrounding soil will cause water
from the surrounding soil to migrate into
the planting hole and saturate the root sys-
tem. This “soup bowl” effect can damage or
even kill the tree by holding too much mois-
ture.

– Water appropriately after planting.
Newly planted trees need to be sufficiently
watered-in. This eliminates from the soil air
pockets that dry out the root system. Apply
water at the edge of the original root ball
and outward. Don’t apply water next to the
main stems. 

Avoid tree planting mistakes
By LSU AgCenter Horticulturists Dan Gill, Kyle Huffstickler and Allen Owings 

The annual Louisiana Department
of Agriculture and Forestry's
(LDAF) Shade Tree Sale will com-
mence with the Lafayette area sale
Saturday, Feb. 26, Commissioner
Mike Strain, D.V.M., said. 

Louisiana's homeowners, hobby
urban foresters and gardeners alike
have come to anticipate the annual
seedling sale, Strain said. 

"Consumers know they'll be able
to purchase a variety of shade tree
hardwood and pine seedlings that
are descended from superior stock,"
Strain said. "Since the seedlings can
be purchased in small packets, they
are manageable for just about any
home gardener."

Two types of seedling packets
will be offered. 

Pine packets containing 20 loblol-

ly seedlings are $5. Loblolly pack-
ets will be available at all locations
except Lafayette, New Orleans and
Opelousas. Instead, slash pine will
be offered for sale at those loca-
tions.

Hardwood packets contain six
seedlings and are also $5. Each
hardwood packet includes two bald
cypress seedlings and one each of
river birch, black gum, green ash
and cherrybark oak. 

The Lafayette and Opelousas
locations will have additional hard-
wood species to choose from
including yellow poplar, sycamore,
Tupelo gum, two-year-old bald
cypress, overcup oak, nuttall oak,
white oak, sawtooth oak, cherry-
bark oak, southern red oak, red mul-
berry, Chinese elm, crabapple, may-

haw, persimmon, black walnut,
sweet pecan, river birch, green ash
and red maple. All seedlings are
one-year old except the two-year-
old bald cypress seedlings which
sell for $2 apiece. 

All seedlings are bare-root and
come with planting and care
instructions. They will be available
on a first-come basis and cannot be
reserved in advance. 

"Some years we sell out of cer-
tain species before the sale is over,
especially some of the hardwoods,
so we encourage people to come
early during the sale," Strain said.

Sale dates and times vary by loca-
tion. 

For additional information, call
the LDAF Forestry Office in your
area. 

AAAAnnnnnnnnuuuuaaaallll   LLLLDDDDAAAAFFFF  SSSShhhhaaaaddddeeee  TTTTrrrreeeeeeee  SSSSaaaalllleeee  ddddaaaatttteeeessss  sssseeeetttt
Baton Rouge Office

5825 Florida Blvd.
Baton Rouge, LA 70806

225-925-4500
March 1 - 3

8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Clinton Office

10221 Williams Drive
Clinton, LA 70722

225-683-5862
March 1- 2

8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m
DeRidder Office
585 Hwy 3099

DeRidder, LA 70634
337-463-7801

March 1-2
8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Haughton District Office
740 Covington Road

Haughton, LA 71037
318-949-3225

March 1-2
8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Hammond Office

47076 N. Morrison Blvd.
Hammond, LA 70401

985-543-4057
February 28 - March 4

8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Jena District Office

215 Hangar Road
Trout, LA 71371

318-992-1400
March 1-2

8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Lafayette
Whittington House
2250 Johnston St.,

Lafayette 
February 26

9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
337-948-0230

Monroe District Office
754 Hwy. 80 East

Monroe, LA 71203
318-345-7595

March 1-2
8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Natchitoches Office
150 Pilgrims Road

Natchitoches, LA 71457
318-357-3126

March 1-2
8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

New Orleans Area
Parkway Partners Office

1137 Baronne Street
New Orleans, LA 70113

March 2 
7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Oberlin District Office
9418 Hwy 165

Oberlin, LA 70655
337-639-4978

March 1-2
8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Opelousas Office

1638 Creswell Lane, Suite 1
Opelousas, LA 70570

337-948-0230
February 28 - March 4

8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Seasonal workers harvest pine seedlings at an LDAF pine nursery. 


