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Title 7 

AGRICULTURE AND ANIMALS 
Part XIII. Seeds 

Chapter 13. Industrial Hemp   
Subchapter A. General Provisions 

§1301. Authority 

A. The Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry adopts these regulations under the authority of R.S. 
3:1461 et seq. for the purpose of regulation, licensure, and enforcement of the cultivation, processing, and 
transportation handling of industrial hemp.  

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 3:1464. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, 

Agricultural Chemistry and Seed Commission, LR 46:170 (February 2020), amended LR 47:  

§1303. Definitions 

A. ...  

B. The following words and terms shall have the following meanings.  

Acceptable Industrial Hemp THC Level—when the application of the measurement of uncertainty to the 
reported total delta-9 tetrahydrocannabinol content concentration level on a dry weight basis produces a distribution 
range that includes 0.3 percent or less. 

*** 

Certificate of Analysis—an official document issued by a laboratory approved by LDAF which includes, along 
with other sample information, the unique sample number and THC level test results of the submitted sample.  

*** 

Corrective Action Plan – a plan proposed by LDAF for correcting a negligent violation or non-compliance for 
any licensed industrial hemp grower, seed producer, handler or other person(s) found to be in violation of these 
rules. 

*** 

Destruction Report – an official document issued by LDAF that must be completed by a licensed producer of 
industrial hemp and submitted to LDAF prior to destruction of any industrial hemp plot.  

*** 

Federally Defined THC Level for Hemp—the greater of the following:  

a. a delta-9-THC concentration of not more than three-tenths of a percent (0.3%) on a dry weight basis; or  

b. the Acceptable Hemp THC Level as defined in 7 U.S.C. 1639o and 7 C.F.R. 990.3(3) 

*** 

Grower – a licensee authorized to obtain industrial hemp seed, possess industrial hemp seed for planting 
cultivating, cultivate an industrial hemp crop, harvest industrial hemp plant parts, as well as possess, store, transport, 
and market unprocessed plant parts grown under their grower’s license, pursuant to this Chapter.  

*** 

Handle or handling – includes all of the following:  
 a.  transporting or delivering industrial hemp material in intrastate commerce for compensation;  
 b.  commercially harvesting, storing, or grinding industrial hemp material received from a grower; 
 c.  cleaning or packaging industrial hemp seed received from a seed producer; 
 d. brokering industrial hemp material; or 
 e.  receiving industrial hemp material for testing. 



 
Handler – a licensee authorized to engage in handling as defined herein. 
 

*** 

Harvest/Destruction Report—an official document issued by LDAF that must be completed by a licensed 
grower or seed producer of industrial hemp and submitted to LDAF prior to harvest or destruction of any industrial 
hemp field, greenhouse, or indoor growing structureplot.  

*** 

Industrial Hemp—the plant Cannabis sativa L. and any part of that plant, including the seeds thereof and all 
derivatives, extracts, cannabinoids, isomers, acids, salts, and salts of isomers, whether growing or not, with a THC 
concentration of not more than the federally defined THC level for hemp total delta-9 tetrahydrocannabinol 
concentration level of not more than 0.3 percent on a dry weight basis.  

Industrial Hemp Plant Parts—any floral buds, leaves, roots, seeds, stalks, or stems of the plant Cannabis sativa 
L. with a THC concentration of not more than the federally defined THC level for hemp a total delta-9 
tetrahydrocannabinol concentration level of not more than 0.3 percent on a dry weight basis.  

*** 

Key Participants—members of a limited liability company, a sole proprietor, partners in a partnership, and 
incorporators or directors of a corporation. A key participant also includes persons at executive levels including but 
not limited to chief executive officer, chief operating officer, and chief financial officer. A key participant does not 
include non-executive managers such as farm, field, or shift managers.  

*** 

LDAF—the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry. 

License Application—a document executed by a person and LDAF authorizing the person to grow, handle, 
process, or store, or transport industrial hemp at one or more specified locations in Louisiana under the terms set 
forth in the document, R.S. 3:1461 et seq., and this Chapter. 

Licensee—any person possessing a contract carrier handler, grower, processor or seed producer license issued 
by LDAF under the authority of this Chapter. 

*** 

LDAF—the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry. 

*** 

Negligence or Negligent Violation—failure to exercise the level of care that a reasonably prudent person would 
exercise in complying with the requirements set forth in this Part Chapter. 

Non-consumable hemp - any product derived from industrial hemp that does not contain any cannabinoid, 
including cannabidiol, and is not intended for consumption or topical use.  

Notice of Analysis - an official document issued by a laboratory approved by LDAF which includes, along with 
other sample information, the unique sample number and THC level test results of the submitted sample. 

*** 

Processing—converting industrial hemp into a non-consumable, marketable form. 

Processor – any licensed individual, partnership, corporation, cooperative association, or other business entity 
that receives industrial hemp for processing into non-consumable hemp commodities or products.  Processor shall 
not include a consumable hemp processor as defined in R.S. 3:1481.    

Prohibited Variety –an industrial hemp variety or strain that meets one or more of the following: 
a. more than fifty (50) percent of official LDAF sample test results are above the 0.30% total THC 

concentration level; 
b. an official LDAF sample test result that is equal to or greater than 1.0% total THC; 



c. information in the public domain that supports the fact that the variety or strain is not industrial hemp. 
 

Remediate or Remediation – the process of rendering non-compliant cannabis compliant by removing and 
destroying, in the presence of and by a method approved by LDAF, all flower material, while retaining stalk, stems, 
leaf material, and seeds, or by shredding the entire plant into a biomass-like material, then re-testing the shredded 
biomass material for compliance.  

Research Institution – an accredited institution of higher learning or a research facility that conducts scientific 
research on industrial hemp, or any licensee producing industrial hemp for research purposes, when none of the 
industrial hemp grown is intended for commerce.  

Seed Producer – a licensee authorized to obtain, produce, transport, and sell industrial hemp seed pursuant to 
this Chapter.  

*** 
 
AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 3:1462 and R.S. 3:1464. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, 

Agricultural Chemistry and Seed Commission, LR 46:170 (February 2020), LR 47:438 (April 2021), amended LR 47: 

 

Subchapter B. Licenses 
§1305. Licensing 

A. Each industrial hemp seed producer, grower, processor, or contract carrier handler shall obtain a license from 
LDAF prior to engaging in the regulated activity.  

B. - I. … 

J. The licensee shall submit to LDAF in writing any requests for license modification if there is any change to 
the information submitted in the application including but not limited to: sale of a business, a change in the key 
participants producing under a license, or any modifications to any information concerning the licensee’s approved 
fields, greenhouses, indoor growing structures, or any other sites where that licensee stores, processes or handles 
industrial hemp plants or plant parts. Requests for license modifications shall be submitted to LDAF within 15 days 
of any change of the information submitted in the application.  

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 3:1462, R.S. 3:1464, and R.S. 3:1465. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, 

Agricultural Chemistry and Seed Commission, LR 46:171 (February 2020), LR 47:438 (April 2021); amended LR 47: 

 

§1307. Seed Producer License 

A. - C. …  

D. The application shall include, at a minimum, the following information for consideration: 

1. type of license being requested as set forth in R.S. 3:1465; 

2. applicant’s full name, Louisiana mailing and physical address, telephone number, and email address;, and 
proof of identification;  

3. physical address, legal description, location ID, and GPS coordinates for each field, greenhouse, indoor 
growing structure, or site where industrial hemp will be grown, handled, or stored;  

4. if the applicant is a business entity:  

a. the full name of the business;  

b. the principal Louisiana business physical address; 

c. the full name, title and email address of the individual applying for the license;  

d. the full name, title, and email address of the designated responsible party;  

e. the full name, title, and email address of all key participants of the business entity; 



f.e. the full name and mailing address of the registered agent; and 

g.f. the employer identification number;. 

... 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 3:1462, R.S. 3:1464, and R.S. 3:1465. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, 

Agricultural Chemistry and Seed Commission, LR 46:171 (February 2020), LR 47:439 (April 2021), amended LR 47: 

 

§1309. Grower License 

A. … 

B. A grower license issued by LDAF shall authorize the licensee to obtain industrial hemp seed, possess 
industrial hemp seed for planting, cultivate an industrial hemp crop, harvest industrial hemp plant parts, as well as 
possess, store, handle, transport, and market plant parts grown under their grower’s license pursuant to this Chapter.  

C. – C.1. …  

2. applicant’s full name, Louisiana mailing and physical address, telephone number, and email address;, and 
proof of identification;  

   C.3. – C.4.d. ...   

e. the full name, title, and email address of all key participants of the business entity; 

f.e. the full name and mailing address of the registered agent; and 

g.f. the employer identification number; 

C.5. – C.6. … 
 
AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 3:1462, R.S. 3:1464, and R.S. 3:1465. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, 

Agricultural Chemistry and Seed Commission, LR 46:172 (February 2020), LR 47:439 (April 2021), amended LR 47: 

§1311. Processor License 

A. No person shall process industrial hemp into a non-consumable product without first applying for and 
receiving an industrial hemp processor license from LDAF. 

B. A processor license issued by LDAF shall authorize the licensee to possess, process, handle, store, or 
transport industrial hemp plant parts for processing pursuant to this Chapter.  

C. The application shall include, at a minimum, the following information for consideration:  

1. Aapplicant’s full name, Louisiana mailing and physical address, telephone number, and email address;, and 
proof of identification;  

2. Iif the applicant is a business entity:  

    C.2.a. – C.2.d. …   

e. the full name, title, and email address of the key participants of the business entity; 

f.e. the full name and mailing address of the registered agent; and 

g.f. the employer identification number. 

3. Ddetailed maps, legal description, physical address, location ID, and GPS coordinates for each building or 
site where industrial hemp will be processed, handled, or stored. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 3:1462, R.S. 3:1464, and R.S. 3:1465. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, 

Agricultural Chemistry and Seed Commission, LR 46:172 (February 2020), LR 47:439 (April 2021), amended LR 47: 

§1313. Contract Carrier Handler License 

A. No person shall contract to transport industrial hemp for compensation in Louisiana handle industrial hemp 



without first applying for and receiving an industrial hemp contract carrier handler license from LDAF. 

B. A contract carrier handler license issued by LDAF shall authorize the licensee to: transport or deliver 
industrial hemp plant parts. 

 1.  transport or deliver industrial hemp in intrastate commerce for compensation; 
 2.  commercially harvest, store, or grind industrial hemp material received from a grower; 
 3. clean or package industrial hemp seed received from a seed producer: 
 4.  broker industrial hemp material; and  
 5.  receive industrial hemp for testing.  
 
C. The application shall require applicants to submit, at a minimum, the following information and documents: 

1. applicant’s full name, Louisiana mailing and physical address, telephone number, and email address, and 
proof of identification; 

    C.2.a. – C.2.c. …   

d. the full name, title, and email address of the designated responsible party; and 

e. the full name, title, and email address of the key participants of the business entity; 

f.e. the full name and mailing address of the registered agent; and 

g.f. the employer identification number. 

 3. detailed maps, legal description, physical address, location ID, and GPS coordinates for each building or site 
where industrial hemp will be cleaned, packaged, handled, or stored. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 3:1462, R.S. 3:1464, and R.S. 3:1465. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, 

Agricultural Chemistry and Seed Commission, LR 46:172 (February 2020), amended LR 47: 

 

§1315. Criminal Background Check 

NOTE: See §1305.H.1-2 for criminal conviction prohibitions regarding licensure 

A. The applicant for each seed producer, grower, processor, or contract carrier handler license shall undergo and 
pay for an annual criminal background check. 

B. If the applicant is a business entity, the individual applying for a license, and the designated responsible party, 
and all key participants shall undergo and pay for an annual criminal background check. 

C. - E. …  

F. For business entities, sSubstitution of a designated responsible party shall require the submission of a current 
criminal background check report for the proposed substituted designated responsible party issued within the last 60 
days. Licensee must obtain prior written approval from LDAF for the substitution of a designated responsible party.  

   F.1. … 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 3:1464 and R.S. 3:1465. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, 

Agricultural Chemistry and Seed Commission, LR 46:173 (February 2020), LR 47:439 (April 2021), amended LR 47: 

 

Subchapter C. Fees 
§1317. Licensing and Testing Fees 

A. License Fees  

1. The annual fee for a seed producer, grower, processor, and contract carrier handler license shall be $500 
each. 

  A.2. – B.3. … 



AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 3:1464 and R.S. 3:1467.  
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, 

Agricultural Chemistry and Seed Commission, LR 46:173 (February 2020), LR 47:439 (April 2021), amended LR 47: 

Subchapter D. Seed Producers and Growers 
§1319. Requirements for Seed Producers and Growers 

A. … 

B. LDAF may sample and test any industrial hemp material in a licensee’s possession at any time if there is 
reason to believe that a violation of this Part Chapter has occurred.  

C. A licensee shall submit in writing a completed Harvest/ or Destruction report to LDAF within 15 days of the 
intended harvest date or intended destruction date of a failed crop. 

D. A grower licensee shall submit in writing a completed planting report to LDAF for each field, greenhouse, or 
indoor growing structure within 15 days commencing after the first day of the planting of industrial hemp. The 
completed planting report shall include, but is not limited to, the licensee’s FSA Lot ID. 

D.  Planting Reports 

 1. Grower licensees shall submit a completed first report of planting on a form provided by LDAF for 
all hemp plantings within 15 days of planting;  

 2.  For all true seed production, seed producer licensees shall submit a completed first report of planting 
on a form provided by LDAF within 15 days of planting; and  

 3.  For all vegetative stock plantings, seed producer licensees shall submit a completed quarterly 
planting report on a form provided by LDAF on or before March 31, June 30, September 30, and December 31 of 
each year.  

E. A seed producer licensee shall submit in writing the following completed planting reports to LDAF which 
shall include, but is not limited to, the licensee’s FSA Lot ID: 

1. For each greenhouse or indoor growing structure, the licensee shall submit in writing a completed planting 
report by March 31, June 30, September 30, and December 31 of each year after the initial planting.  

2. For each field, the licensee shall submit in writing a completed planting report within 15 days of the first 
day of the planting of industrial hemp. 

F.E. Representatives of LDAF shall be provided with complete and unrestricted access to all industrial hemp 
plants, whether growing or harvested, and all land, buildings, and other structures used for the cultivation, handling, 
and storage of all industrial hemp plants and all locations listed in the license application. 

G.F. An industrial hemp crop shall not be harvested more than 15 30 days following the date of sample collection 
by LDAF, unless specifically authorized in writing by LDAF. 

H.G. An industrial hemp crop planted or cultivated in a field, greenhouse, or indoor growing structure shall be 
planted or cultivated in a manner to allow LDAF to collect a representative sample throughout the entire crop. If a 
crop is not planted or cultivated in such a manner that allows for the collection of a sample throughout the entire 
crop, then the grower shall make modifications to the crop to allow collection and sampling throughout the entire 
crop.  

I.H. A licensee shall destroy any unharvested industrial hemp plants contained in a field, greenhouse, or indoor 
growing structure or any portion thereof resulting from crop failure or that licensee’s failure to harvest for any 
reason. LDAF shall approve the written destruction method of the unharvested industrial hemp plants.  

J.I. A licensee shall monitor and destroy volunteer industrial hemp plants from the licensee’s cultivation for a 
period of three years after cultivation ends. 

K.J. A licensee who fails to timely submit a Harvest/ or Destruction Report or who harvests a crop prior to a 
sample being collected by LDAF may be subject to crop destruction and regulatory action up to and including 
license revocation.  

L.K. Licensed seed producers and growers shall report industrial hemp crop acreage or square footage to the 



USDA Farm Service Agency and shall provide, at a minimum, the following information: 

1. Street address and, to the extent practicable, GPS location for each field, greenhouse, or indoor growing 
structure where industrial hemp will be cultivated; 

2. Acreage or square footage for each field, greenhouse, or indoor growing structure dedicated to the 
cultivation of industrial hemp; and 

3. LDAF license number. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 3:1464, R.S. 3:1467, and R.S. 3:1468. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, 

Agricultural Chemistry and Seed Commission, LR 46:173 (February 2020), LR 47:439 (April 2021), amended LR 47: 

 

§1321. Seed Acquisition and Approval  

 A. – B.1. … 

2. seed originating from an industrial hemp grower licensed within the state of production a Louisiana 
licensed seed producer or handler, or an out-of-state person authorized to produce hemp seed by the USDA or under 
an approved state plan pursuant to the Agriculture Improvement Act of 2018, P.L. 115-334, or under an authorized 
state pilot program pursuant to the Agriculture Improvement Act of 2014, P.L. 113-79, and that is accompanied by 
the following official documentation: 

a. certificate of analysis issued by a third party independent laboratory showing that the industrial hemp 
from which the seed was harvested had a THC concentration of not more than the federally defined THC level for 
hemp acceptable industrial hemp THC level;  

B.2.b. – E. … 

F. No person shall buy, sell, or transfer industrial hemp seed to or from any person in Louisiana without first 
verifying that the person receiving the seed is licensed by LDAF.  

G. No person shall buy or otherwise acquire industrial hemp seed from any person in Louisiana without first 
verifying that the person distributing the seed is a seed producer or handler licensed by LDAF.  

G.H. Upon request from LDAF, a licensed seed producer shall provide a seed distribution list within 48 hours of 
the request showing locations where and to whom industrial hemp seed was distributed. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 3:1431, R.S. 3:1436, R.S. 3:1445, 3:1463, R.S. 3:1464, R.S. 3:1465, and R.S. 
3:1466.  

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, 
Agricultural Chemistry and Seed Commission, LR 46:174 (February 2020), LR 47:440 (April 2021), amended LR 47: 

 

Subchapter E. Restrictions and Prohibitions 
§1323. Land Use Restrictions 

A. A licensee shall not grow, handle, process, or store industrial hemp in any structure that is used or appears to 
be used for residential purposes. 

B. A licensed grower or processor licensee shall not grow, handle, process or store industrial hemp in any 
outdoor field or site that is located within 1,000 feet of a school, daycare or similar public areas frequented by 
children as determined by LDAF. 

C. … 
 
AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 3:1464 and R.S. 3:1465. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, 

Agricultural Chemistry and Seed Commission, LR 46:175 (February 2020), LR 47:440 (April 2021), amended LR 47: 

 

§1327. Prohibitions 

A. – A.10. … 

11.  sell or transfer, or permit the sale or transfer of living industrial hemp plants or plant parts to a person in the 



state who does not hold an industrial hemp license issued by LDAF;  

12.  commingle harvested industrial hemp plant parts from one plot with harvested industrial hemp plant parts 
from another plot prior to receipt of compliant THC concentration level test results from LDAF; 

11.13. commingle different varieties of industrial hemp plants in a single plot.; or 

14.  adulterate industrial hemp plants or plant parts in any manner that renders it non-compliant with this 
Chapter. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 3:1464, R.S. 3:1465, R.S. 3:1466, R.S. 3:1467, R.S. 3:1468, R.S. 3:1470, and 
R.S. 3:1471.  

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, 
Agricultural Chemistry and Seed Commission, LR 46:175 (February 2020), LR 47:440 (April 2021), amended LR 47: 

  

Subchapter F. Reporting, Research, and Record-Keeping 
 
§1330. Industrial Hemp Research 

 A.  Except for those entities exempted pursuant to R.S. 3:1469, all research institutions who intend to perform 
industrial hemp research shall possess a valid license with LDAF, and submit an annual industrial hemp research 
plan to LDAF.  The research plan shall include, but not be limited to, the following information:   

 1.  a detailed research summary outlining the purpose and objectives that demonstrates to LDAF’s 
satisfaction that research of hemp is being performed;  

2.  all locations where industrial hemp research will be conducted;  

3.  strain(s) and/or variety(ies) of industrial hemp used in the research; 

4.  a timeline of all research activities;  

5.  a destruction plan for all cannabis plants involved in the research;  

6.  results of hemp-related research information and findings conducted by the licensee during the 
previous twelve (12) month period.  Trade secret or patent information developed from hemp research may be 
omitted from the annual research plan so long as it is necessary for the research institution to protect such 
information; and  

7.  any other information as may be requested by LDAF. 

B. No industrial hemp research shall be performed without first obtaining written approval of a research plan 
from LDAF; 

C. No industrial hemp research shall be performed on strains or varieties not pre-approved by LDAF;  

D. Any change(s) to the research plan must be submitted in writing to, and approved by, LDAF prior to 
implementation of the change(s); 

E.  Industrial hemp or industrial hemp plant parts grown for research purposes shall not be offered for sale or 
enter the stream of commerce, except as otherwise provided in this Chapter; 

F.  Industrial hemp grown for research purposes shall be subject to the inspection, record keeping, sampling, and 
testing requirements as set forth in this Chapter; 

G.  Licensees producing industrial hemp for both commercial and research purposes at the same location shall 
meet the following minimum isolation requirements between commercial and research plants and plant parts: 

  1.  material grown or stored indoors shall be separated at all times by contiguous walls extending from the 
floor to the structure’s ceiling; and 

  2.  material grown or stored outdoors shall be separated by a minimum distance of twenty (20) feet at all 
times; 



H. Each industrial hemp lot and harvested plant material produced for research purposes shall be plainly and 
clearly identified with the following information; 

  1.  “for research purposes,” and  

  2.  the name of the strain or variety.  

I.   Research institutions shall be assessed a negligent violation if the THC content of a sample collected by 
LDAF exceeds 1% total delta-9 tetrahydrocannabinol. Research institutions shall not receive more than one 
negligent violation in a growing season.  

J.   If during the course of cultivation, the research institution decides to convert an industrial hemp research plot 
into commercial production, then the plot shall comply with the sampling and testing requirements set forth in this 
Chapter.  

 AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 3:1464 and R.S. 3:1469. 
 HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, 

Agricultural Chemistry and Seed Commission, LR 47: 
 

§1331. Records 

A. – A.2. …   

3. for seed producers and growers, documentation of traceability from seed acquisition to harvest or crop 
termination; and  

A.4. ...  

B. Any person transporting or delivering industrial hemp including, but not limited to, contract carriers, shall 
have a dated invoice, bill of lading, or manifest in his or her possession during the entire time of transport or 
delivery, which shall include:  

1. the seller’s and purchaser’s name and address;  

2. the specific origin and destination of the industrial hemp being transported; and  

3. the quantity of industrial hemp being transported.  

 B. All licensees transporting or delivering industrial hemp or industrial hemp plant parts shall have a copy of 
their license(s) in their possession at all times during transport or delivery.  

 C.  Any person transporting or delivering industrial hemp or industrial hemp plant parts entered into commerce 
shall also have a dated invoice, bill of lading, or manifest in his or her possession at all times during transport or 
delivery, which shall include:  

  1.  The seller’s and purchaser’s name and address;  

  2. The specific origin and destination of the industrial hemp being transported; and  

  3.  The quantity of industrial hemp being transported. 

C.D. All records required under R.S. 3:1466 and this Chapter shall be maintained by the licensee while the license 
is valid and for a minimum of 3 years after the expiration of the license  

D.E. Required records shall be provided for inspection within 48 hours upon request by LDAF. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 3:1464 and R.S. 3:1466.  
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Agricultural and Environmental 

Sciences, Agricultural Chemistry and Seed Commission, LR 46:176 (February 2020), amended LR 47: 

Subchapter G. Inspections 
Subchapter G. Inspections 

§1333. Site Access and Compliance  

A. When there is reason to believe that a violation of any provision of R.S. 3:1461 et seq. or this Part Chapter 
has occurred, the commissioner or his authorized agent(s) shall have access, during normal working hours, to any 



premises where there is reason to believe that industrial hemp plants or plant parts are transported, produced, 
cultivated, handled, and/or stored for the purpose of inspection, investigation, and/or collection of samples for 
testing. The commissioner or his authorized agent(s) may inspect and/or sample any industrial hemp seed, plant, or 
plant parts located on the premises. LDAF shall not charge a testing fee for samples collected pursuant to an 
investigation initiated by LDAF.  

B. LDAF shall conduct inspections, at least annually, of a random sample of licensees to verify that industrial 
hemp is not being produced in violation of this R.S. 3:1461 et seq., or this Part Chapter. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 3:1464 and R.S. 3:1468. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Agricultural and Environmental 

Sciences, Agricultural Chemistry and Seed Commission, LR 46:176 (February 2020), amended LR 47:  

Subchapter H. Sampling, Testing, Remediation, and Destruction  
§1335. THC Sampling and Testing 

A. All industrial hemp plants or plant parts, whether harvested or unharvested, shall be subject to sampling and 
testing for THC levels by LDAF as set forth in this Section.  

B. ...  

C. Sample Collection 

1. Licensees shall submit a Harvest/Destruction rReport for each field, greenhouse or indoor growing 
structure to LDAF prior to harvesting any industrial hemp plants.  

    C.2. – C.5. … 

6. All samples collected by LDAF become the property of the Department LDAF and are non-returnable. No 
compensation shall be owed by LDAF for samples collected under this Chapter.  

     C.7. … 

8. The licensee shall harvest industrial hemp plants or plant parts within 15 30 days of the sample collection 
by LDAF, unless an exception is authorized in writing by LDAF. Should a licensee fail to complete harvest within 
15 30  days and no exception was authorized by LDAF, a second resample and retest of the plot shall be performed 
and the licensee shall be assessed an additional testing fee per sample in an amount not to exceed $250 per sample. 

D. Performance-based Sampling 

 1.  Industrial hemp lots produced for research purposes may not be subject to sampling and testing 
requirements outlined in this Section when all of the following requirements are met:  

   a.  LDAF has a confidence level that 95 percent of the industrial hemp plants in each lot subject to 
alternate method will not test above the acceptable industrial hemp THC level; 

   b.   no industrial hemp will enter the stream of commerce;  

   c.  the research institution has submitted and received written approval of an industrial hemp research plan 
from LDAF; 

   d.  the research institution maintains records documenting the strain or variety’s compliance with the 
acceptable industrial hemp THC level. 

 2.  LDAF may inspect, sample, and test any industrial hemp plants or plant parts, at any time to ensure 
compliance with this Chapter. 

 3.  LDAF shall conduct random inspections, including records reviews on research institutions, regardless of 
whether or not they are subject to the sampling and testing requirements.  

D.E. Laboratory Testing 

1. Quantitative determination of THC levels measured using liquid chromatography with ultraviolet detection 
(LC-UV) or mass spectral detection if required by matrix interference (LC/MS/MS) shall be the accepted analytical 
technique to avoid the risk of incomplete decarboxylation, therefore, removing the need for any post-



decarboxylation. 

2. The testing methodology shall consider the potential conversion of THC-A in industrial hemp into THC 
and the test result shall measure the total available THC derived from the sum of the THC and THC-A content. 
Appropriately, the THC-A result will be modified by the molecular weight conversion factor 0.877 prior to 
summation with THC. The total THC concentration level shall be reported on a dry weight basis. 

3. Analytical testing for purposes of detecting the concentration levels of THC shall meet the following 
standards: 

a. laboratory quality assurance must ensure the validity and reliability of test results; 

b. analytical method selection, validation, and verification must ensure that the testing method used is 
appropriate (fit for purpose), and that the laboratory can successfully perform the testing; 

c. the demonstration of testing validity must ensure consistent, accurate analytical performance;  

d. method performance specifications must ensure analytical tests are sufficiently sensitive for the purposes 
of detectability requirements of this Part Chapter;  

e. an effective disposal procedure in accordance with DEA regulations for samples of industrial hemp 
plants and industrial hemp plant parts that do not meet the requirements of R.S. 3:1461 et seq. or this Part Chapter.  

f. the measurement of uncertainty shall be estimated and reported with the results. 

4. All testing of industrial hemp samples shall be conducted by LDAF or by any public postsecondary 
education institution in which LDAF has entered into a contract, cooperative endeavor agreement, memorandum of 
understanding, or other agreement for THC testing. 

5. The results of the THC analysis shall be reported to the licensee and, if tested by an approved third party 
laboratory, to LDAF.  

6. A notification of analysis shall be issued for sSamples with a THC concentration that do not exceed the 
acceptable industrial hemp THC level shall be issued a certificate of analysis and require no further action shall be 
required. The plot or harvested plant material from which the sample was obtained shall be released for marketing or 
further processing. 

7. A notification of analysis shall be issued for sSamples that exceed the acceptable industrial hemp THC 
level shall be reported by LDAF to the licensee and the licensee may request a resample and retest of the plot or 
harvested plant material. and a licensee may request a resample of any harvested cannabis that has undergone 
remediation as set forth in Section 1337 of this Chapter. If no request is made within 10 calendar days of the sample 
results being reported to the licensee, or the retested sample results exceed the acceptable industrial hemp THC 
level, then the plot or harvested plant material from which the sample was taken shall be subject to destruction as set 
forth in §1337. 

8. No industrial hemp plants or plant parts for which a THC analysis is pending shall be transferred, 
transported, sold, marketed, or otherwise disposed of until approved by LDAF. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 3:1462, R.S. 3:1464, R.S. 3:1467, and R.S. 3:1468. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, 

Agricultural Chemistry and Seed Commission, LR 46:177 (February 2020), LR 47:440 (April 2021), amended LR 47: 

§1337. Remediation and Destruction 

A. All industrial hemp plant parts resulting from a plot or harvested plant material represented by a sample with 
a THC concentration greater than the acceptable industrial hemp THC level shall be: 

1. prohibited from being further handled, processed, or entering the stream of commerce; 

2. collected for destruction by a person authorized under the CSA to handle marijuana, such as a DEA-
registered reverse distributor, or a duly authorized federal, state or local law enforcement officer; and 

3. destroyed in accordance with CSA and DEA regulations. The method of destruction shall be approved by 
LDAF. 

B. The licensee shall submit a completed harvest/destruction report to LDAF prior to destruction. 



C. Industrial hemp plants or plant parts produced in violation of this Part may be subject to destruction as set 
forth in this Section.  

A.  All industrial hemp plants or plant parts that are non-compliant with the acceptable industrial hemp THC 
level shall be remediated or destroyed in compliance with this Chapter.  

B. Producers may choose to remediate any non-compliant industrial hemp plants by one of the following 
methods:   

 1.  removing and destroying all flower material, while retaining stalk, stems, leaf material, and seeds; or 

 2.  shredding the entire plant into a biomass-like material.  

C.  All remediated industrial hemp plants or plant parts shall be resampled and tested for THC concentration 
levels, and shall comply with the acceptable industrial hemp THC level.  

D. Industrial hemp plants or plant parts that are not in compliance with the acceptable industrial hemp THC level 
after remediation shall be: 

 1.  prohibited from being further handled, processed, or entered into the stream of commerce; and 

 2.  destroyed in accordance with the USDA AMC published list of Hemp Disposal Activities.  The method 
of destruction shall be approved by LDAF.   

E.  Licensees shall submit a Destruction Report for each plot to LDAF prior to destruction.  LDAF shall approve 
the method of destruction.  

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 3:1462, R.S. 3:1464, R.S. 3:1467, and R.S. 3:1468. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Agricultural and Environmental 

Sciences, Agricultural Chemistry and Seed Commission, LR 46:177 (February 2020), amended LR 47: 

Subchapter I. Enforcement  
§1341. Corrective Action Plan for Negligent Violations and Mandatory Reporting 

A. In addition to being subject to license suspension, license revocation, and civil penalties, and industrial hemp 
destruction, a person who is found determined by LDAF to have negligently committed the following violations 
may be subject to a corrective action plan: 

A.1. – A.2. … 

3. producing industrial hemp exceeding the acceptable hemp THC level. A person that has made reasonable 
efforts to grow industrial hemp and produces industrial hemp of containing less than 0.5 1.0 percent THC on a dry 
weight basis shall not be deemed to have committed a negligent violation. 

B. - C. …  

D. A person who is found determined by LDAF to have negligently violated R.S. 3:1461 et seq. and this Chapter 
three times in a five-year period shall be ineligible to hold an industrial hemp license for a period of five years 
beginning on the date of the third violation.  

E. … 

F.  Licensed growers and seed producers of industrial hemp shall not receive more than one negligent violation 
per growing season. 

F.G. LDAF shall report a person who is found by LDAF to have violated R.S. 3:1461 et seq. and this Chapter with 
a culpable mental state greater than negligence to the USDA, United States Attorney General, and the Louisiana 
Attorney General within 30 days.  

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 3:1464. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Agricultural and Environmental 

Sciences, Agricultural Chemistry and Seed Commission, LR 46:178 (February 2020), amended LR 47: 

 

 

 


