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PART V. INDUSTRIAL HEMP LAW

§1461. Purpose

It is hereby the intent of the legialatto recognize industrial hemp as an agricultural
commodity and authorize the cultivation, processamgl transportation of industrial hemp as
legal, agricultural activities in the state of Leiaina in accordance with the Agriculture
Improvement Act of 2018, P.L. 115-334.

Acts 2019, No. 164, 81, eff. June 6120

§1462. Definitions

As used in this Part, the followingnsrshall have the following meanings:

(1) "Applicant” means a natural persomany individual who applies on behalf of a
partnership, corporation, cooperative associationted liability company, joint stock
association, sole proprietorship, joint venturesibess association, professional corporation, or
any other legal entity or organization through vihbwsiness is conducted for a grower,
processor, contract carrier, or industrial hempl ggeducer license.

(2) "Commission" means the Agricultucdlemistry and Seed Commission.

(3) "Commissioner" means the Louisiaommissioner of agriculture and forestry.

(4) "Contract carrier" means an enpperating in intrastate commerce to transport or
deliver industrial hemp for compensation.

(5) "Cultivate" or "cultivating" meam$anting, growing, or harvesting industrial hemp.

(6) "Department” means the Louisianp&tment of Agriculture and Forestry.

(7) "Designated responsible party" nseamatural person designated by the applicant or
licensee as responsible for facility operationthefapplicant or licensee facility.

(8) "Federally defined THC level forrhg" means the greater of the following:

(a) A delta-9-THC concentration of modre than three-tenths of a percent (0.3%) on a
dry weight basis.

(b) The THC concentration for hemp dedl in 7 U.S.C. 16390.
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(9) "Grower" means any individual, pership, corporation, cooperative association, or
other business entity that is licensed by the depart to cultivate industrial hemp.

(10) "Handle" or "handling" means passeg or storing industrial hemp for any period
of time on premises owned, operated, or contrdied person licensed by the Department of
Agriculture and Forestry to cultivate or processustrial hemp.

(11) "Industrial hemp" means the pl@annabis sativa L. and any part of such plant,
including the seeds thereof and all derivativesiaexs, cannabinoids, isomers, acids, salts, and
salts of isomers, whether growing or not, with narenthan the federally defined THC level for
hemp.

(12) "Industrial hemp seed" means Chimgativa L. seed or other propagating stock
which have been inspected and sampled during peeiod of growth and preparation for market
by the commissioner, or by the inspection offickthe state in which the seeds or propagating
stock were grown, and which have been found toaramto the regulations issued by the
commission pursuant to this Part.

(13) "Key participant" means a solegsretor, a partner in a partnership, or a persah wi
executive managerial control in a corporation. Aspa with executive managerial control
includes persons such as a chief executive offateef operating officer, and chief financial
officer. "Key participant” does not include non-exgtive managers such as farm, field, or shift
managers.

(14) "Licensure" means any license thatdepartment is authorized to issue to a grower,
seed producer, contract carrier, and processardofstrial hemp.

(15) "Process" means converting indaistremp into a marketable form.

(16) "Processor" means any individpalktnership, corporation, cooperative association,
or other business entity that receives industeahp for storage or processing into commaodities,
products, or industrial hemp seed.

(17) "State plan" means a plan requioce@pproval by the United States Secretary of
Agriculture to monitor and regulate the productadnndustrial hemp.

(18) "THC" means tetrahydrocannabitettahydrocannabinolic acid, or a combination
of both.

(19) "Transport" or "transporting” meahe movement of industrial hemp from the
premises of a licensee to the premises of anattesrdee or from the premises of a licensee to
the premises of a permit holder pursuant to R.B1&83 by means of a vehicle.

Acts 2019, No. 164, 81, eff. June 6l20Acts 2020, No. 344, §1.

§1463. Powers and responsibilities of the commission

The commission shall:

(1) Establish criteria and standaradridustrial hemp seed approval.

(2) Hold hearings on alleged violatiafishe provisions of this Part or of the rules and
regulations adopted pursuant to this Part.

(3) Advise the commissioner on thelgrgnalties to be imposed or the injunctive or
other civil relief to be sought to punish and rastiviolations of the provisions of this Part or of
the rules and regulations adopted pursuant tdPtés

Acts 2019, No. 164, 81, eff. June 6120

§14.64. Powers and duties of the commissioner

The commissioner shall:
(1) Adopt rules and regulations as are necessary tlement the provisions of this Part
in accordance with the Administrative Procedure. Act
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(2) Administer and enforce the prowis®f this Part and all rules and regulations
adopted pursuant to this Part.

(3) Collect, administer, and disbutse proceeds of all fees, interest, penalties, dmeko
monies collected pursuant to this Part.

(4) Appoint and employ all personnetessary for the efficient and proper
administration of this Part.

(5) Enter, either directly or througdway authorized agent, any land or areas where
hemp is grown, stored, or processed for the pugokeonducting inspections, collecting
samples, testing, examining, and copying recomils carrying out suppression or eradication
activities as provided in this Part.

(6) Seek and obtain injunctive or ottigil relief to restrain and prevent violations of
this Part, rules and regulations adopted pursuwaihti$s Part, or orders and rulings issued by the
commissioner pursuant to this Part.

(7) Institute civil proceedings to erde his orders or rulings, collect any assessments,
late fees, fines, penalties, or costs due undsiRhit or to otherwise enforce the provisions of
this Part or rules and regulations adopted pursigathis Part.

(8) Create a state plan, in consultetuith the governor and attorney general, to menito
and regulate the production of industrial hemp. Stage plan shall include all requirements
specified in the Agriculture Improvement Act of 3)P.L. 115-334.

(a) Submit the state plan to the Hars® Senate committees on agriculture for approval
no later than October 15, 2019.

(b) Submit the state plan for apprdwathe United States Secretary of Agriculture no
later than November 1, 2019.

(9) On or before January 31, 2020, amaually for four years thereafter, submit a status
report on the state's industrial hemp program édtbuse Committee on Agriculture, Forestry,
Aquaculture, and Rural Development and the Senatendttee on Agriculture, Forestry,
Aquaculture, and Rural Development. The reportlshelude the following information:

(a) The number of applications received

(b) The number of licenses issued endtate and in each parish.

(c) Total industrial hemp acreage ia $tate and in each parish.

(d) The number of licenses issued twgrs with land under two hundred acres and the
total amount of industrial hemp sold from thosevggs to processors.

(e) Type of industrial hemp grown amdqessed, whether for fiber, seeds, or other uses.

(f) Estimated value of the industriahtp industry.

Acts 2019, No. 164, 81, eff. June 6120

§1465. Licensure

A.(1) Each industrial hemp seed prodstall obtain an annual license issued by the
department. The license shall authorize the lioensgroduce, transport, and sell approved
seeds to licensed industrial hemp growers and psocs.

(a) A licensed industrial hemp seeddpaer shall ensure that the seed complies with the
standards set by the commission.

(b) The department shall provide infation that identifies sellers of industrial hemp
seed to growers.

(2) A grower of industrial hemp shall obtain an annicanse issued by the department.

The license shall authorize the licensee to cukivaandle, and transport industrial
hemp in this state.
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(3) A processor of industrial hemp sbatain an annual license issued by the
department. The license shall authorize the lioenséandle, process, and transport industrial
hemp in this state.

(4) A contract carrier of industrialmhp shall obtain an annual license issued by the
department. The license shall authorize the licenséransport industrial hemp in this state.

B. Any person desiring to obtain atise shall apply to the commissioner for a license
on a form prescribed by the commissioner. A liceamsist be obtained before a person purchases
or obtains any industrial hemp seeds.

C.(1) The application for any growemgessor, contract carrier, or industrial hemp seed
producer license shall include the following infaton:

(a) The name and address of the apyilica

(b) The name and address of the det@dnasponsible party, if the applicant is a
business entity.

(c) Except for the contract carrier laggnt, the legal description and global positi@nin
coordinates of the land area to be used to produpeocess industrial hemp.

(2) If any changes are made to theiredunformation in Paragraph (1) of this
Subsection, the applicant shall resubmit the agpba to the department within fifteen days.

D.(1) Upon application for initial linsure or annual license renewal, each applicafit sha
be required to submit to a criminal background &hmasuant to the provisions of this
Subsection. For purposes of this Subsection, "eapli shall mean an applicant, key participant,
or designated responsible party as defined in R13.62.

(2) The applicant shall submit fingenps and other identifying information to the
Louisiana Bureau of Criminal Identification anddniation for the purpose of obtaining state
and national criminal history record informatiordagrant permission to the department to obtain
the state and national criminal history informatemthe applicant.

(3) Upon request by the departmentugrah submission of an applicant's fingerprints,
and such other identifying information as may lmuneed, the bureau shall survey its criminal
history records and identification files and mak&raultaneous request of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation for like information from other judtions. The bureau may charge the applicant
a reasonable processing fee for conducting andtreg@n any such search.

(4) Any and all state or national cmal history record information obtained by the
department from the bureau or FBI which is notadsgea matter of public record shall be
deemed nonpublic and confidential information iestd to the exclusive use by the department
in evaluating the applicant's eligibility or disdjéiaation for licensure. No such information or
records related thereto shall, except with thetamitonsent of the applicant or by order of a
court of competent jurisdiction, be released oeothise disclosed by the department to any
other person or agency.

(5) No person shall be eligible to abia license if convicted under state or fedenal la
of any of the following:

(a) A felony within the ten years immagdly preceding the date of application.

(b) A drug-related misdemeanor withie two years immediately preceding the date of
application.

E. The applicant is responsible for amployee working under the applicant's license.

F. The provisions of this Section sinait apply to the Louisiana State University
Agricultural Center, the Southern University Agiicmal Center, and the University of
Louisiana at Monroe College of Pharmacy when perfiog research and development as
provided for in R.S. 3:1469.

Acts 2019, No. 164, 81, eff. June 6l2Acts 2020, No. 344, §1.
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§1466. Records required

A. Every grower, processor, contractieg and industrial hemp seed producer shall
maintain full and accurate records as requiredutgsrand regulations of the department.

B. The department's rules and reguiatmn record keeping shall, at a minimum, require
the following:

(1) All licensees shall maintain documaion of any sales or distribution, including the
party to which the product was sold or distributed.

(2) Growers shall maintain documentat traceability from seed acquisition to harvest
to crop termination.

(3) Processors shall maintain docunmtaf industrial hemp acquisition from grower
to final product.

(4) Any person transporting or delimgrindustrial hemp shall have a dated invoice, bill
of lading, or manifest in his possession duringahgre time he is transporting or delivering
industrial hemp. The invoice, bill of lading, or mist shall include the following information:

(a) The seller's and the purchasensenand address.

(b) The specific origin and destinatadrthe industrial hemp being transported.

(c) The gquantity of industrial hemprgtransported.

Acts 2019, No. 164, 81, eff. June 6120

§1467. Fees; disposition of funds

A. The commissioner may establish ahapgplication, license, and testing fees to be
paid to the department. The amount of the feed badlased on the cost of the regulatory
functions performed and services provided. The doetbtotal of the annual application fee and
license fee shall not exceed five hundred dolkansgl, the testing fee shall not exceed two
hundred fifty dollars.

B. All assessments, fees, penaltied,cdiner funds received pursuant to this Part sl
deposited in the Seed Fund provided for in R.$4491

Acts 2019, No. 164, 81, eff. June 6120Acts 2020, No. 344, §1.

§1468. Testing; inspections

A.(1) The department shall collect séspo test all industrial hemp crops prior to
harvest to ensure the THC concentration does ruseskthe federally defined THC level for
hemp. The grower shall harvest his approved indistemp plants not more than fifteen days
following the date of sample collection by the d#pent, unless specifically authorized in
writing by the department.

(2) The department may enter into @i, cooperative endeavor agreements,
memoranda of understanding, or other agreemeniisanif public postsecondary education
institution for the testing of THC levels in indtiat hemp crops or industrial hemp products
deemed necessary by the commissioner.

B. In addition to any scheduled testihg department may randomly inspect any
industrial hemp crop or industrial hemp producthie possession of any person or entity with a
grower, processor, contract carrier, or industrehp seed producer license and take a
representative composite sample for field analiysiee department has reason to believe a
violation of this Part has occurred. If an indudthemp crop or industrial hemp product contains
a THC concentration that exceeds the federallyneefiTHC level for hemp, the department may
detain, seize, destroy, or embargo the industeaifghcrop or industrial hemp product.
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C. Any facility processing industriarp products for consumption shall be subject to
inspection by the Louisiana Department of Healtprasided for in R.S. 40:631.
Acts 2019, No. 164, 81, eff. June 6l20Acts 2020, No. 344, 81.

§1469. Industrial hemp research

A.(1) The Louisiana State Universityrgltural Center and the Southern University
Agricultural Center are authorized to cultivatendlie, and process industrial hemp and
industrial hemp seeds for research and developaofer@w varieties.

(2) The universities in Paragraph (flthes Subsection may contract with licensed hemp
seed producers for development of seed for digtabuhrough a process as determined by the
department.

B. The University of Louisiana at Moer@ollege of Pharmacy is authorized to handle
and process industrial hemp for medicinal reseanthdevelopment.

Acts 2019, No. 164, 81, eff. June 6l2Acts 2020, No. 344, §1.

§1470. Civil penalties; procedures for imposition of penalties

A. Any person who violates any of thhevpsions of or the regulations adopted pursuant
to this Part; or who alters, forges, or countesfedr uses without authority any license or other
document provided for in this Part or in the regjolas adopted pursuant to this Part; or who
fails to collect or to timely pay the assessmefietss, and penalties due or assessed pursuant to
this Part, shall be subject, in addition to anyaid@ssessments, late fees, or collection costs, to
a civil penalty of not more than five hundred dddléor each act of violation and for each day of
violation. Each day on which a violation occurslsbanstitute a separate offense.

B. Any licensee who violates any of nevisions of or the regulations adopted pursuant
to this Part shall be subject to having his licensgpended, revoked, or placed on probation, in
addition to any other penalties authorized by East.

C. Penalties may be assessed onlyrblyray of the commissioner based upon an
adjudicatory hearing held in accordance with trevg@ions of the Administrative Procedure Act.

(1) The commission shall be convenethieycommissioner for the purpose of hearing
any alleged violation of this Part or any rule aedulation adopted pursuant to this Part.

(2) The commissioner shall appoint arhlmgy officer to preside over the hearing.

(3) The commission shall make an ihdigtermination on the matter. This determination
shall be submitted to the commissioner in writing.

(4) The commissioner shall make thalfatetermination on the matter. If the
determination of the commissioner differs from tleermination of the commission, the
commissioner shall issue a written opinion basethemrecord of the hearing.

D. In addition to civil penalties, themmissioner may assess the cost of the adjudycator
hearing against any person found to be in violatibthis Part or the regulations adopted
pursuant to this Part. The commissioner shall dgylation, determine the amount of costs to be
assessed in adjudicatory hearings.

Acts 2019, No. 164, 81, eff. June 6120

§1471. Criminal penalties

A. It shall be unlawful for any personentity to cultivate, handle, process, or tramspo
industrial hemp in any of the following circumstasc
(1) Without a license.
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(2) Outside the scope of a license.

(3) If the industrial hemp originatesrh a seed that has not been approved by the
commissioner.

(4) If the Cannabis sativa L. plantaory part of that plant would otherwise be industria
hemp as defined by this Part except that it hasl@ Toncentration that exceeds the federally
defined THC level for hemp. This shall not inclutendling the plant for destruction as required
by the department pursuant to this Part.

B. Whoever violates the provisionshogtSection shall be imprisoned at hard labor for
not less than one year nor more than twenty yeatshall be fined not more than fifty thousand
dollars.

C. The provisions of this Section simait apply to the Louisiana State University
Agricultural Center, the Southern University Agiicmal Center, and the University of
Louisiana at Monroe College of Pharmacy when perfiog research and development as
provided for in R.S. 3:1469.

Acts 2019, No. 164, 81, eff. June 6l20Acts 2020, No. 344, §1.

§1472. Stop order

A stop order issued by the departmbali prohibit further sale, exchange, movement,
processing, or distribution of all Cannabis plamplant parts included in the order until the
commissioner is satisfied that this Part and rale$ regulations of the commissioner and
commission have been complied with and the comomssihas issued a written release to the
person with such material. After a stop orderssiél, the person receiving the stop order shall
have thirty days within which to comply and to abta written release of the order or be subject
to the penalties provided by this Part. This Sectioes not prevent the commissioner from
otherwise proceeding in accordance with this Part.

Acts 2020, No. 344, 81.
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