NOTICE OF INTENT
Department of Agriculture and Forestry
Office of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences

Horticulture and Quarantine Programs
Guava Root Knot Nematode Quarantine (LAC 7:XV.171)

In accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:950, et seq., and pursuant to the authority set
forth in R.S. 3:1652, notice is hereby given that the Department of Agriculture and Forestry (“Department™) intends
to adopt the rule set forth below by amending LAC 7:XV.171. The amendments to this rule will allow sweet
potatoes for processing from quarantined areas into Louisiana under special permit.

The Department previously adopted the Guava Root Knot Nematode (GRKN) quarantine which restricts
the movement of sweet potatoes into Louisiana. Excessive rainfall during the 2019 fall harvest season has caused a
hardship on sweet potato production which will likely affect the welfare of the sweet potato processing industry in
Louisiana if measures are not taken to mitigate the situation. A shortage of sweet potatoes caused by adverse
environmental conditions, along with the GRKN quarantine currently in place, has limited the amount of sweet
potatoes the processing industry can source from Louisiana producers and producers from surrounding states. Due to
these adverse conditions and the current GRKN quarantine, Louisiana processors will be short of their annual sweet
potato volume needed to keep processing facilities running year round. Without the ability to purchase additional
sweet potatoes from outside the mid-south region, the industry is in Jjeopardy of having to cease operations for
several months. Employees of processing facilities may be affected by potential plant closings which could result in
lost wages and benefits for plant employees. Potential plant closings could also affect the welfare of the sweet potato
industry by creating a limited market for producers to sell their sweet potatoes to processors. In 201 9, sweet potato
acreage in Louisiana was approximately 7,600 acres. According to Louisiana State University AgCenter, the
processing market in Louisiana is a significant market and utilizes 65% of Louisiana‘s sweet potato crop. This
proposed amendment is required in order to provide the sweet potato processing industry an opportunity to source

sweet potatoes from areas quarantined for GRKN to the processing facility under special permit issued by the
Department.

Title 7
AGRICULTURE AND ANIMALS

Part XV. Plant Protection and Quarantine
Chapter 1. Crop Pests and Diseases

Chapter H. Guava Root Knot Nematode Quarantine
§171. Guava Root Knot Nematode Quarantine

A.=D.1.

2. certified seed sweet potatoes and sweet potatoes for processing may be moved from the quarantine area
into Louisiana under a Special Permit issued by Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry.

D.3.-F.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 3:1652, 3:1653.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Agricultural and
Environmental Sciences, LR 45:1437 (October 201 9).

Family Impact Statement
The proposed Rule should not have any known or foreseeable impact on family formation, stability, and autonomy.
In particular, the proposed Rule has no known or foreseeable impact on:
(1) the stability of the family;



(2) the authority and rights of persons regarding the education and supervision of their children:

(3) the functioning of the family;

(4) family earnings and family budget;

(5) the behavior and personal responsibility of children;

(6) the ability of the family or a local government to perform the function as contained in the proposed Rule.

Poverty Impact Statement
The proposed Rule should not have any known or foreseeable impact on any child, individual or family as defined
by R.S. 49:973(B). In particular, there should be no known or foreseeable effect on:
(1) the effect on household income, assets, and financial security;
(2) the effect on early childhood development and preschool through postsecondary education development;
(3) the effect on employment and workforce development;
(4) the effect on taxes and tax credits;

(5) the effect on child and dependent care, housing, health care, nutrition, transportation, and utilities assistance.

Small Business Analysis
Pursuant to R.S. 49:965.6, methods for reduction of the impact on small business, as defined in the Regulatory
Flexibility Act, have been considered when creating this proposed Rule. This proposed Rule is not anticipated to

have an adverse impact on small businesses; therefore, a Small Business Economic Impact Statement has not been
prepared.

Provider Impact Statement
The proposed Rule should not have any known or foreseeable impact on providers as defined by HCR 170 of the
2014 Regular Legislative Session. In particular, there should be no known or foreseeable effect on:
(1) the effect on the staffing level requirements or qualifications required to provide the same level of service;
(2) the total direct and indirect effect on the cost to the providers to provide the same level of service: or
(3) the overall effect on the ability of the provider to provide the same level of service.

Public Comments
Interested persons may submit written comments, data, opinions and arguments regarding the proposed Rule.
Written submissions must be directed to Ansel Rankins, Director of the Horticulture Commission, Department of
Agriculture & Forestry, 5825 Florida Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70806 and must be received no later than 4:00 p.m.

on the 10th day of July, 2020
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