NOTICE OF INTENT
Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry
Office of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences
Boll Weevil Eradication Commission

Maintenance and Inspection Fees
(LAC 7:XV.301, 303, 321)

In accordance with the Administrative Procedures Act, R.S. 49:950, et seq., and under the authority of enabling
statutes, R.S. 3:1604.1, R.S. 3:1652, and R.S. 3:1655, the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of
Agricultural and Environmental Sciences and the Boll Weevil Eradication Commission intend to amend LAC
7:XV.301, 303 and 321 to reduce the fee paid by cotton producers for the inspection and certification of cotton for
the presence of the boll weevil from $6 per acre to $5 per acre. Current cotton commodity prices are the lowest seen
in over ten years, thus significantly reducing farm income for cotton producers. The proposed reduction in the
maintenance inspection fee, while not affecting the quality of inspection and certification for the presence of the boll
weevil, will provide some relief in input costs for cotton producers in this state.

Title 7
AGRICULTURE AND ANIMALS
Part XV. Plant Protection and Quarantines

Chapter 3. Boll Weevil
§301. Maintenance Inspection Fee

A. In accordance with R.S. 3:1655(D), the state entomologist is authorized to assess fees to defray the costs of
inspections or the issuance of certificates or permits for the shipment of agricultural products, commodities,
packaging, or equipment. There is hereby established a fee for the inspection and certification of cotton for the
presence of the boll weevil to ensure the marketability of cotton in commerce and maintain Louisiana’s boll weevil-
free status. The fee shall be §5 per acre for each acre of cotton planted in the state.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 3:1604.1, 1652, and 1655.
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Agricultural and Environmental
Sciences, Boll Weevil Eradication Commission, amended LR 40:1517 (August 2014); LR 42:

§303. Definitions Applicable to Boll Weevil
A. The words and terms defined in R.S. 3:1603 are applicable to this Chapter.
B. The following words and terms are defined for the purposes of this Chapter.
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Maintenance Inspection Fee—the fee paid by cotton producers to finance, in whole or in part, a program to
inspect cotton for the presence of the boll weevil in the state and to issue certificates or permits in accordance with
R.S. 3:1655(D). The charge to the producer is calculated at the rate of $5 per acre for each acre of cotton planted in
the state.
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AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 3:1604.1, 1652, and 1655.
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Agricultural and Environmental
Sciences, Boll Weevil Eradication Commission, LR 21:17 (January 1995), amended LR 23:195 (February 1997), LR 37:2583
(September 2011), LR 40:1517 (August 2014); LR 42:

§321. Maintenance Inspection Fees, Payment and Penalties

A. The annual maintenance inspection fee on cotton producers in the Louisiana eradication zone shall be $5 per
acre for each acre of cotton planted in the state. Each cotton producer shall pay his annual maintenance inspection
fee directly to the department no later than July 15 or final certification with the FSA for that growing season,
whichever is later. The signed and completed cotton acreage reporting and payment form with FSA Form 578
attached shall be submitted with the annual payment of the maintenance inspection fee.
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AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 3:1604.1, 1609, 1610, 1612, 1652, and 1655.

HISTORICALNOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Agricultural and Environmental
Sciences, Boll Weevil Eradication Commission, LR 21:20 (January 1995), amended LR 21:669 (July 1995), LR 23:195
(February 1997), LR 24:2231 (December 1998), LR 25:829 (May 1999), LR 29:859 (June 2003), LR 30:1142 (June 2004), LR
30:2443 (November 2004), LR 37:2583 (September 2011), LR 40:1519 (August 2014); LR 42

Family Impact Statement
The proposed Rule does not have any known or foreseeable impact on family formation, stability, and autonomy. In
particular, the proposed Rule has no known or foreseeable impact on;
(1) the stability of the family;
(2) the authority and rights of persons regarding the education and supervision of their children;
(3) the functioning of the family;
(4) family earnings and family budget;
(5) the behavior and personal responsibility of children;
(6) the ability of the family or a local government to perform the function as contained in the proposed Rule.

Poverty Impact Statement
The proposed Rule does not have any known or foresecable impact on any child, individual or family as defined by
R.S. 49:973(B). In particular, there should be no known or foreseeable effect on:
(1) the effect on household income, assets, and financial security;
(2) the effect on early childhood development and preschool through postsecondary education development;
(3) the effect on employment and workforce development;
(4) the effect on taxes and tax credits;
(5) the effect on child and dependent care, housing, health care, nutrition, transportation, and utilities assistance.

Small Business Statement
The proposed Rule will have no adverse impact on small businesses as defined in the Regulatory Flexibility Act.

Provider Impact Statement
The proposed Rule does not have any known or foreseeable impact on providers as defined by HCR 170 of the 2014
Regular Legislative Session. In particular, there should be no known or foreseeable effect on:
(1) the effect on the staffing level requirements or qualifications required to provide the same level of service;
(2) the total direct and indirect effect on the cost to the providers to provide the same level of service; or
(3) the overall effect on the ability of the provider to provide the same level of service.

Public Comments

Interested persons may submit written comments, data, opinions and arguments regarding the proposed Rule.
Written submissions must be directed to Marc Bordelon, Director of the Boll Weevil Eradication Commission,

Department of Agriculture & Forestry, 5825 Florida Blvd., Suite 3002, Baton Rouge, LA 70806 and must be
received no later than 12:00 p.m. on September 6, 2016. No preamble is avajl

Mike$train, DVM
Commissioner of Agriculture and Forestry



