
 

 

Title 7 

AGRICULTURE AND ANIMALS 

Part XV. Plant Protection and Quarantines 

Chapter 5. Honey Bees and Apiaries 

(Formerly LAC 7:XXI.Chapter 25) 

 

§501. Definitions 

(Formerly LAC 7:XXI.2501) 

A. For purposes of this chapter, the following terms 

shall have the meaning hereafter ascribed to them, 

unless the context clearly indicates otherwise: 

Agent or Specialist―an authorized representative of the 

state entomologist and/or the Department of Agriculture and 

Forestry. 

Apiary or Yard―the assembly of one or more colonies of 

bees at a single location. 

Apiary law and regulation—the provisions in Title 3 of the 

Louisiana Revised Statutes regulating apiaries and the 

regulations promulgated in Title 7 of the Louisiana 

Administrative Code regulating apiaries. 

Beekeeper―an individual, firm or corporation, who owns 

or has under his control one or more colonies of bees. 

Certificate of Inspection―a document issued after 

inspection for the sale or movement of bees and/or regulated 

articles authorized personnel have inspected bees or 

regulated articles prior to, and for the purpose of, the 

movement of such bees or regulated articles. 

Colony, Colony of Bees, or Hive―an aggregate of bees 

consisting principally of workers, but having, when perfect, 

one queen and at times many drones; including brood, 

combs, honey, and the receptacles inhabited by the bees. 

Combless Package―a package of bees shipped or moved 

without comb, with or without a queen. 

Comb Package―a package of bees shipped or moved on a 

comb containing honey and/or brood, with or without a 

queen. 

Commissioner―the commissioner of agriculture and 

forestry. 

Department―the Louisiana Department of Agriculture 

and Forestry. 

Disease or Pest―any infectious condition of bees which 

is detrimental to the honey bee industry, such as including, 

but not limited to,  American foulbrood., European 

foulbrood, nosema, acarine disease, and varroa mite., and so 

forth. 

Frame―a wooden or plastic case for holding honeycomb. 

Infested―the presence of any disease or pest of bees. 

Nucleus―bees, brood, combs and honey in or inhabiting a 

small hive or portion of a standard hive or other dwelling 

place. 

Permit―a document issued for registration of colonies of 

bees.  a registration certificate issued by the department to a 

beekeeper upon registration in accordance with the apiary 

laws and regulations. 

Person―an individual, firm, corporation or other legal 

entity. 

Quarantine—an official act of the state entomologist 

which prohibits or limits movement of bees or regulated 

articles when necessary to control, eradicate or prevent the 

introduction, spread or dissemination of any and all diseases 

of bees and all other pests of bees.  A quarantine is local 

when it covers specific apiaries, colonies, bees or regulated 

articles, or another specific location.  A quarantine is 

geographic when it covers a general area. 

Quarantined Area―any area of the state designated by the 

state entomologist as having regulated articles which are or 

may be infested infected by a disease and/or infested with a 

pest, which presents a danger to other colonies of bees. 

Queen―a fully developed female bee, capable of being 

fertilized. 

Regulated Areas―geographical areas outside of the state 

of Louisiana which have been designated by the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture, Louisiana Department of 

Agriculture and Forestry or local governmental officials as 

infested states or counties. Any state or county which fails to 

conduct annual inspections in accordance with inspection 

standards adopted by the Louisiana Department of 

Agriculture and Forestry shall be presumed to be a regulated 

area regulated areas. 

Restricted Regulated Articles―colonies of bees, nuclei, 

comb or combless packages of bees, queens, used or second-

hand beekeeping fixtures or equipment, and anything that 

has been used in operating an apiary. 

State Entomologist―the entomologist of the Louisiana 

Department of Agriculture and Forestry. 

Super―a standard frame hive body (all depths). 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 

3:2302 and R.S. 3:2303. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of 

Agriculture, LR 11:517 (May 1985), repromulgated by the 

Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Animal Health 

and Food Safety and the Board of Animal Health, LR 40:928 (May 

2014), LR 41 

 

§503. Movement of Bees and/or Regulated Articles 

into Louisiana and the Power to Prevent the 

Introduction of Contagious and/or Infectious 

Diseases or Pests Restrictions on Movement of 

Bees or Regulated Articles Into Louisiana 

(Formerly LAC 7:XXI.2511) 

A. Queens and/or combless packages of bees purchased 

by mail orders may be shipped into Louisiana only when 

accompanied by certificate of inspection signed by the state 

entomologist, state apiary inspector or similar official of the 

state or country of such bees' origins. The certificate shall 



 

certify to the apparent freedom of the bees from contagious 

or infectious diseases and/or pests and shall be based upon 

an actual inspection of the bees during the current inspection 

season. 

B. Honeybees and used or second-hand beekeeping 

equipment may be shipped into the state by a person 

possessing a current Class A permit, but only when 

accompanied by certificate of inspection signed by the state 

entomologist, state apiary inspector or similar official of the 

state or country of such bees' origin. The certificate shall 

certify to the apparent freedom of the bees from contagious 

or infectious diseases and pests and shall be based upon an 

actual inspection of the bees to be shipped or moved within a 

period of 60 days preceding the date of shipment. 

C. Combless honeybees may be shipped into the state by 

a person possessing a current Class B permit, but only when 

accompanied by a certificate of inspection signed by the 

state entomologist, state apiary inspector or similar official 

of the state or country of such bees' origin. The certificate 

shall certify to the apparent freedom of the bees from 

contagious or infectious diseases and shall be based upon 

actual inspection of the bees to be shipped or moved within a 

period of 60 days preceding the date of shipment. The 

shipment of other regulated articles into Louisiana by Class 

B permit holders is prohibited. 

D. When honeybees are to be shipped or moved into the 

state from other states or countries where no official state 

apiary inspector or state entomologist is available, the 

commissioner may permit the shipping into Louisiana of 

such bees upon presentation of suitable evidence showing 

the bees to be free from disease. 

E. The commissioner may inspect any honeybees or 

beekeeping equipment being shipped into this state, even if 

the honeybees or beekeeping equipment are accompanied by 

a certificate of inspection issued by another state. If an 

inspection of honeybees or beekeeping equipment 

accompanied by a certificate of another state reveals the 

presence of contagious or infectious disease, the 

commissioner may declare a moratorium on this state's 

recognition of any certificate of inspection issued by that 

state until the commissioner determines that the standards of 

inspection of that state are adequate to ensure the health and 

safety of Louisiana honeybees at last equal to the standards 

established by this state. 

F. Movement of regulated articles from regulated areas 

into Louisiana shall require a limited permit issued by the 

state entomologist. 

G. If the state entomologist, or his agents, or specialists 

find any honeybees or regulated articles infected with or 

exposed to contagious or infectious diseases, he may require 

the destruction, treatment, or disinfection of such infected or 

exposed bees or beekeeping equipment. 

H. If the state entomologist, or his agents or specialists 

find that any honeybees and/or regulated articles have been 

brought into this state in violation of this Part, the bees 

and/or regulated articles shall be immediately placed under 

quarantine until released by the commissioner or state 

entomologist after thorough inspection for pests. The 

payment of any and all fines, inspection fees and/or costs of 

maintenance and preservation, if any, either due or to 

become due the department by the owner of such bees 

and/or regulated articles shall be made before release. Such 

release shall be only for the purpose of immediate removal 

of the bees and/or regulated articles from this state. The 

presence in this state of bees and/or regulated articles in 

violation of registration or entry requirements 24 hours after 

they have been released by the department shall constitute a 

new and separate violation(s) of this Part. 

I. Except as otherwise permitted in this Section, the 

movement or shipment into this state of colonies of bees, 

nuclei, comb package of bees, or used or second-hand 

beekeeping equipment is prohibited. 

J. All hives shall have removable tops and frames 

allowing inspection at all depths. 

A. Movement of bees or regulated articles from regulated 

areas into Louisiana may require prior written authorization 

issued by the commissioner, state entomologist or 

department. 

B. If the state entomologist or his agents find that any bees 

and/or regulated articles have been brought into this state in 

violation of any laws and/or regulations governing apiaries, 

the bees and/or regulated articles may be immediately placed 

under stop order until released by the commissioner or state 

entomologist.  Upon inspection, the bees or regulated 

articles may be placed under quarantine.  Any violation of 

stop order or quarantine shall constitute a violation of the 

apiary law and regulations. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 

3:2306 2308 and R.S. 3:2303. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of 

Agriculture, LR 11:517 (May 1985), repromulgated by the 

Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Animal Health 

and Food Safety and the Board of Animal Health, LR 40:929 (May 

2014), LR 41 

 

§505.  Interstate 

Movement  of Supers and Frames 

Used in Shipping Honey 

 

(Formerly LAC 7:XXI.2513) 

A. Under special permit issued by the state entomologist, 

Class A permit holders of Louisiana may ship honey supers 

filled with frames and honey to points outside the state 

and/or move or ship the same back into Louisiana provided: 

1. each super bears a brand or label containing the 

name and address of the shipper; 

2. all shipments are free of bees and are transported 

under bee proof enclosures; and 

3. upon receipt of such supers, frames and/or honey 

into the state, the state entomologist shall be advised of 

same, indicating the number of supers and frames and name 



 

and address of co-signer. All such equipment shall be subject 

to inspection by agents of the department. 

    A. Class A permit holders, by written authorization of the 

commissioner or state entomologist, may move supers filled 

with frames and/or honey into and out of the state provided 

that each such super is moved free of bees and under a bee 

proof enclosure.  Each load of supers must bear a brand or 

label containing the name, address and telephone number of 

the shipper or mover. 

B. The department shall be notified, either in advance of 

or at the time of arrival, of the number of such supers filled 

with frames and/or honey being moved into the state.  The 

department shall also be provided the name, address and 

telephone number of the recipient of each super if the 

recipient is not the Class A permit holder to whom written 

authorization was issued. 

C. All such supers filled with frames and/or honey shall be 

subject to inspection by authorized department personnel. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 

3:2303. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of 

Agriculture, LR 11:517 (May 1985), repromulgated by the 

Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Animal Health 

and Food Safety and the Board of Animal Health, LR 40:930 (May 

2014), LR 41: 

 

§507. Annual Registration and Designation of Class A 

and B Permits 

(Formerly LAC 7:XXI.2503) 

A. On or before October 1 of each year, or prior to 

bringing any honeybees or beekeeping equipment into the 

state, every beekeeper shall register with the commissioner 

every colony or apiary in his possession or under his control, 

on a form to be furnished by the commissioner.  Beekeepers 

will be designated as Class A or Class B permit holders. To 

be eligible for a Class A permit, an applicant must either: 

1. be domiciled in this state; or 

2. have held a Class B permit for three consecutive 

violation-free years. If violations are incurred at any time 

during this three-year period, the Class B permit holder will 

automatically be placed back at year one, pending payment 

of any fines levied against him by the commissioner. 

    B. Beekeepers will be designated as Class A or Class B 

permit holders. To be eligible for a Class A permit, an 

applicant must either: 

1. be domiciled in this state; or 

2. have held a Class B permit for three consecutive 

violation-free years. If violations are incurred at any time 

during this three-year period, the Class B permit holder will 

automatically be placed back at year one, pending payment 

of any fines levied against him by the commissioner. 

The holder of a Class A permit may do the following: 

 1. keep or move bees within Louisiana in new or 

used beekeeping equipment; 

 2. apply to the department for an inspection for the 

purpose of moving bees; 

 3. move bees out of Louisiana upon receiving a 

certificate of inspection from the department; and 

 4. move bees into Louisiana as long as bees are 

accompanied by an inspection certificate from the state of 

origin. 

     C.  A fee shall accompany the application for registration. 

The amount of the fee will be based upon the number of 

colonies owned or under the control of the applicant as 

follows. 

Number of Colonies Class A Permit Class B Permit 

1 to 25 $ 2 $ 8 

26 to 100  5  20 

101 to 300 10  40 

301 to 500 15  60 

501 or more       

 

The holder of a Class B permit may do the following: 

 1. keep or move bees within Louisiana as long as 

the bees or equipment are established in Louisiana and are 

obtained from a beekeeper registered with the department; 

 2. keep or move bees obtained as a combless 

package that have been certified from the state of origin into 

Louisiana and move new, but not used, beekeeping 

equipment into Louisiana; and 

 3. apply to the department for a certificate of 

inspection for the purpose of determining the general health 

of the bees and to establish that the bees are not in violation 

of any apiary laws or regulations.  This certificate of 

inspection will not confer authority on a Class B permit 

holder to move bees. 

    D. The holder of a Class B permit shall do the 

following: 

 1. maintain his yard or apiary a minimum of two 

miles from any other bee yard or apiary for three 

consecutive violation-free years.  The holder of a Class B 

permit must be able to demonstrate that he made reasonable 

efforts to ascertain and ensure that his bee yard or apiary 

would not be set up within a two mile radius of an existing 

bee yard or apiary.   The holder of a Class B permit may 

move his yard or apiary within two miles of an existing yard 

or apiary if the owner of the existing apiary gives written 

permission. 

 2. provide the department with a map and the GPS 

coordinates of his bee yard or apiary every year at the time 

when the bees are registered with the department; and 

 3. apply for an inspection of the bees and be 

inspected for three consecutive years and be found free of 

any regulated pests of diseases during those years. 

E.D. Permits issued for registration shall not allow the 

holder to move bees or regulated articles as is provided for 

with a certificate of inspection. 



 

FE. Failure to register colonies of bees in the state of 

Louisiana is a violation of this Part. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 

3:2305 and R.S. 2:2303. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of 

Agriculture, LR 11:517 (May 1985), repromulgated by the 

Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Animal Health 

and Food Safety and the Board of Animal Health, LR 40:930 (May 

2014), LR 41: 

§509. Authority of Agents or Specialists to Enter 

Premises 

(Formerly LAC 7:XXI.2505) 

A. Agents or specialists of the department are authorized 

and shall be allowed entrance onto any property or premises 

in the state of Louisiana for the purpose of inspecting any 

honeybees or beekeeping equipment when there is probable 

cause to conclude that the bees or beekeeping equipment is 

infected with any contagious or infectious diseases or other 

pests or to ascertain whether such bees may have been or are 

being transported in violation of the apiary law. 

B. No person shall interfere with agents or specialists 

who are making such inspections on properties or premises. 

A. For the purpose of ascertaining whether bees or 

regulated articles may have been or are being transported in 

violation of the apiary law or regulations, authorized 

personnel may enter onto property in the state where 

apiaries, bees or regulated articles are located, or are 

reasonably believed to be located, to determine if colonies or 

apiaries located on the property have been registered and are 

in compliance with all other apiary laws and regulations. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 

3:2308 and R.S. 3:2303. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of 

Agriculture, LR 11:517 (May 1985), repromulgated by the 

Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Animal Health 

and Food Safety and the Board of Animal Health, LR 40:930 (May 

2014), LR 41: 

§511. Applications for Inspection 

(Formerly LAC 7:XXI.2507) 

A. Beekeepers who desire certificates of inspection 

authorizing the sale or movement of bees and/or regulated 

articles shall make application for inspection by February 1 

of each year on a form that will be furnished by the 

department prior to moving the bees and/or regulated 

articles.  and shall give the location of each and every apiary 

or yard owned or controlled or from which bees and/or 

regulated articles are to be moved or sold by the applicant. 

For the purpose of this Section, movement shall mean any 

movement of bees and/or regulated articles of a distance 

greater than 100 miles. 

B. A map showing the location of each and every apiary 

or yard must accompany the application for inspection. Each 

apiarist shall notify the department if the location of an 

apiary or yard changes after the application has been 

submitted.  The applicant must furnish the department with a 

A map showing the location of the bees and/or regulated 

articles to be moved.  If the bees or regulated articles are at 

one or more apiaries, then a map showing each apiary where 

the bees or regulated articles are located must be submitted 

along with the application.  Any relocation of any bees or 

regulated articles that are scheduled to be moved shall be 

provided to the department prior to or as soon as possible 

after the relocation.   

C. The intrastate relocation of bees or regulated articles 

shall not require a certificate of inspection unless the bees or 

regulated articles are located in an area under a geographic 

or local quarantine or are under stop order. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 

3:2307 and R.S. 3:2303. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of 

Agriculture, LR 11:517 (May 1985), repromulgated by the 

Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Animal Health 

and Food Safety and the Board of Animal Health, LR 40:930 (May 

2014), LR 41: 

 

§513. Issuance and Use of Certificates of Inspection 

(Formerly LAC 7:XXI.2509) 

A. Certificates of inspection shall not be issued by the 

department except to cover the shipment or movement of 

package bees and/or regulated articles from a yard or yards 

that are not under quarantine and have been inspected at 

least once each year (prior to the shipment or movement of 

bees therefrom) and found free of American foulbrood 

infection and other diseases found have been effectively 

controlled. 

No certificate of inspection shall be issued by the department 

for the movement of bees or regulated articles unless the 

bees or regulated articles come from apiaries that: 

1. are not under a geographic or local quarantine or a 

stop order; 

2. have been inspected at least once in the twelve 

months prior to the date of application for a certificate 

of inspection; 

       3. are free of American foulbrood infection; and 

4. have effective control of any other disease or pest, 

if such an infestation is present. 

B. Certificates of inspection shall not be issued to cover 

the shipment or movement of bees and/or regulated articles 

from an area that has been quarantined on account of 

American foulbrood infection until it has been determined 

by state entomologist that the American foul-brood 

infestation has been destroyed. If any apiary or yard of bees 

has 4 percent or less American foulbrood infestation, as 

noted below, the infected colony(ies) shall be burned 

immediately and a partial quarantine imposed. This shall 

mean that a second inspection shall be made within  

21-30 days to insure control of the disease. Where a second 

inspection is required, colonies shall not be moved except by 

special permission of the state entomologist. 

Colonies in Apiary or Yard AFB Infected Colony 

01–25 1 

26–50 2 



 

Colonies in Apiary or Yard AFB Infected Colony 

51–75 3 

75 or more 4 

 

1. If over 4 percent of the colonies, but not more than 

four colonies in the case of over 100 colonies, in an apiary or 

yard are found to be infested with American foulbrood, the 

colonies shall be burned immediately and the apiary or yard 

shall be placed under a 21-30 day quarantine, during such 

time no drugs will be allowed to be fed to the bees. If after 

21-30 days an inspection shows that the apiary or yard is 

found free from American foulbrood infestation, the 

quarantine shall be lifted. However, if American foulbrood is 

again found, an additional 21-30 day quarantine period shall 

be enforced and infested colonies shall be burned 

immediately. An additional 60-day quarantine shall be 

enforced on any quarantined apiary or yard found to be 

treated with drugs to mask the infection. 

C. Certificates of inspection shall be issued to cover the 

shipment or movement of bees and/or regulated articles into 

other states only with the approval of the proper officials of 

the state of destination. 

D. C. The issuance of a certificate of inspection by the 

department is discretionary if the applicant is not registered 

with the department, the colony or apiary to be inspected is 

not registered with the department, the applicant owes 

outstanding fines or fees to the department, the apiaries are 

not properly marked, or if the applicant is otherwise not in 

compliance with the apiary laws and regulations. 

D. Certificates of inspection issued by the department 

shall be used by beekeepers only to cover the shipment or 

movement of bees and/or regulated articles from a yard or 

yards designated by the state entomologist or his agents. No 

certificate of inspection issued by the department shall be 

used to move bees or regulated articles from any apiary or 

other location not listed on the certificate of inspection. 

E. All hives shall have removable tops and frames 

allowing inspection at all depths. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 

3:2306 and R.S. 3:2303, and R.S. 3:2307. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of 

Agriculture, LR 11:517 (May 1985), repromulgated by the 

Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Animal Health 

and Food Safety and the Board of Animal Health, LR 40:931 (May 

2014), LR 41: 

§515. Authority to Establish Quarantines Area 

(Formerly LAC 7:XXI.2515) 

A. The state entomologist has authority to designate any 

area of the state as a quarantine area when he determines that 

diseases and/or pests in that area constitutes a danger to 

other colonies of bees. 

B. To establish a quarantine area, the state entomologist 

shall publish in the Louisiana Register a notice of quarantine 

which details a finding or findings of danger to the health 

and welfare of bee colonies, geographical area of quarantine,  

the date the quarantine is to begin, and the objective(s) of the 

quarantine. 

C. The shipment or movement of regulated articles from 

any quarantine area of Louisiana is prohibited until such 

time that the quarantine has been lifted or by special written 

permission from state entomologist. 

D. The state entomologist shall have full authority to 

control, eradicate or prevent the introduction, spread and 

dissimilation of any and all contagious and infectious 

disease of bees and all other pest of bees. 

E. The state entomologist may modify or terminate a 

quarantine by publication of a notice in the Louisiana 

Register. 

  A. As an exercise of the full and plenary power granted 

by statute to deal with all diseases and pests of bees the 

commissioner or the state entomologist may declare and 

enforce a geographic quarantine of any area of the state or 

from any regulated area when necessary to control, 

eradicate, or prevent the introduction, spread, or 

dissemination of a disease or pest. 

     1. A geographic quarantine  shall contain a concise 

statement of the facts supporting the declaration of 

quarantine, the geographical area of quarantine, the date the 

quarantine is to begin, the objectives of the quarantine, the 

prohibitions and restrictions imposed by the quarantine, and 

any other special provisions. 

    2. The movement of bees or regulated articles from any 

quarantined area into non-quarantined areas of the state is 

prohibited except as provided by the terms of the geographic 

quarantine or by special permit of the commissioner or the 

state entomologist obtained prior to movement. 

   3. A geographic quarantine may be amended, lifted, or 

modified by written declaration of the commissioner or state 

entomologist. 

  4. A geographic quarantine and any amendment, lifting, 

or modification of such quarantine shall go into effect 

immediately upon being declared  unless a later effective 

date is stated.   

   5. A geographic quarantine and any amendment to or 

lifting or modification of a geographic quarantine shall be 

published in the next available edition of the Louisiana 

Register. 

B. The commissioner or the state entomologist may 

impose a local quarantine on specific apiaries, colonies, bees 

or regulated articles, or other specific location when 

necessary to control, eradicate, or prevent the introduction, 

spread, or dissemination of a disease or pest. 

    1.  A local quarantine shall contain a concise statement 

of the facts supporting the declaration of quarantine, the 

beekeeper, the specific apiaries, colonies, bees or regulated 

articles, or location being quarantined, the date the 

quarantine is to begin, the prohibitions and restrictions 

imposed by the quarantine, and any other special provisions. 

    2. The movement of bees or regulated articles into or 

out of any apiary or location subject to a local quarantine is 

prohibited except as provided by the terms of the local 



 

quarantine or by special permit of the commissioner or the 

state entomologist obtained prior to movement. 

   3. A local quarantine may be amended, lifted, or 

modified by written declaration of the commissioner or state 

entomologist. 

  4. A local quarantine and any amendment, lifting, or 

modification of such quarantine shall go into effect 

immediately upon being declared  unless a later effective 

date is stated.   

   5. A local quarantine and any amendment, lifting, or 

modification of such quarantine does not need to be 

published in the Louisiana Register. 

 AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 

3:2308, R.S. 3:2304 and R.S. 3:2303. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of 

Agriculture, LR 11:517 (May 1985), repromulgated by the 

Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Animal Health 

and Food Safety and the Board of Animal Health, LR 40:931 (May 

2014), LR 41: 

§517. Eradication Measures 

(Formerly LAC 7:XXI.2517) 

 A. All persons who know of or suspect an  infestation or 

infection of any bees or regulated articles with any disease 

or pest shall immediately report such information to the 

department. All colonies of bees infected with American 

foulbrood shall be destroyed by burning the frames, bees and 

combs in the presence of or by an agent or specialist of the 

department. Hive bodies and top and bottom boards saved 

from infected colonies shall be moved from the yard during 

the burning process or by a time prescribed by agents or 

specialists of the department and are to be scorched or 

properly treated to remove possible sources of reinfestation 

before re-use. Failure to adhere to this requirement shall 

result in destruction of all infected equipment including hive 

bodies, top and bottom boards.  

 B. All colonies of bees infected with American foulbrood 

shall be destroyed by burning the frames, bees and combs in 

the presence of or by an agent or specialist of the 

department. Hive bodies and top and bottom boards saved 

from infected colonies shall be moved from the yard during 

the burning process or by a time prescribed by agents of the 

department and are to be scorched or properly treated to 

remove possible sources of reinfestation before re-use. 

Failure to adhere to this requirement shall result in 

destruction of all infected equipment including hive bodies, 

top and bottom boards. 

C. Any apiary or yard suspected of being infected with 

American foulbreed shall be reported to the department.   

Nuclei exposed to American foulbrood infection by the 

transfer of combs with brood or bees from an infected 

colony or yard shall be destroyed by burning. 

D.  All colonies of bees found infected with European 

foulbrood shall be requeened within 30 days after infection 

is found. European foulbrood found in excess of 4 percent 

upon second inspection shall be quarantined until the disease 

is under control.  If any apiary or yard of bees has 4 percent 

or less American foulbrood infestation, as noted below, the 

infected colony(ies) shall be burned immediately and a stop 

order issued. This shall mean that a second inspection shall 

be made within 21-30 days to insure control of the disease. 

Where a second inspection is required, colonies shall not be 

moved except by special permission of the state 

entomologist. under special permit issued by the state 

entomologist. 

Colonies in Apiary or Yard AFB Infected Colony 

01–25 1 

26–50 2 

51–75 3 

75 or more 4 

 

1. If over 4 percent of the colonies, but not more than 

four colonies in the case of over 100 colonies, in an apiary or 

yard are found to be infested with American foulbrood, the 

colonies shall be burned immediately and the apiary or yard 

shall be placed under a 21-30 day quarantine, during such 

time no drugs will be allowed to be fed to the bees. If after 

21-30 days an inspection shows that the apiary or yard is 

found free from American foulbrood infestation, the 

quarantine shall be lifted. However, if American foulbrood is 

again found, an additional 21-30 day quarantine period shall 

be enforced and infested colonies shall be burned 

immediately. An additional 60-day quarantine shall be 

enforced on any quarantined apiary or yard found to be 

treated with drugs to mask the infection. 

E. All other bee diseases and/or pests found that are 

considered detrimental to the honeybee industry shall be 

treated as prescribed by the state entomologist or his 

designee for the control of same.  All colonies of bees found 

infected with European foulbrood shall be requeened or 

treated within 30 days after infection is found. European 

foulbrood found in excess of 4 percent upon second 

inspection shall be quarantined until the disease is under 

control. 

F. All other bee diseases and/or pests found that are 

considered detrimental to the honeybee industry shall be 

treated as prescribed by the state entomologist or his 

designee for the control of same.  Bees or regulated articles 

infested with any pest or infected with any disease shall be 

subject to being placed under a quarantine and treated as 

determined by the commissioner and state entomologist. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 

3:2308, R.S. 3:2304 and R.S. 3:2303. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of 

Agriculture, LR 11:517 (May 1985), repromulgated by the 

Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Animal Health 

and Food Safety and the Board of Animal Health, LR 40:931 (May 

2014), LR 41: 

 

§519. Penalties and Adjudicatory Proceedings 

(Formerly LAC 7:XXI.2519) 

A. Whenever the commissioner has any reason to believe 

that a violation of these regulations has occurred, an 

adjudicatory hearing will be held to make a determination 

with respect to the suspected violation. 



 

B. Upon any directive of the commissioner, the state 

entomologist shall give written notice to the person 

suspected of the violation, such notice to comply with the 

requirements of the Administrative Procedure Act, at least 

five days prior to the date set for such adjudicatory hearing. 

C. The commissioner shall designate a hearing officer to 

preside at all adjudicatory proceedings. 

D. At any such adjudicatory hearing, the person 

suspected of a violation of these regulations shall be 

accorded all of the rights set forth in the Administrative 

Procedure Act. 

E. Whenever the commissioner makes a determination 

from the proceedings of the adjudicatory hearing that any 

violation of R.S. 3:2301 et seq., or these regulations has 

occurred, the commissioner may impose a monetary fine. 

F. The commissioner may impose a penalty of up to 

$500 for each violation of R.S. 3:2301 et seq., or these 

regulations which is proven in any adjudicatory hearing. 

G. Each separate day on which a violation occurs shall 

be considered a separate violation. 

H. Any person may appeal any action taken by the 

commissioner to impose a monetary penalty by: 

1. applying for a rehearing under the procedures 

provided in the Administrative Procedure Act; or 

2. applying for judicial review of the commissioner's 

determination, under either the Administrative Procedure Act 

or other applicable laws. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 

3:2310 and R.S. 3:2303. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of 

Agriculture, LR 11:517 (May 1985), repromulgated by the 

Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Animal Health 

and Food Safety and the Board of Animal Health, LR 40:932 (May 

2014). 

 

§521. Repeal of Prior Rules and Regulations 

(Formerly LAC 7:XXI.2521) 

Repealed. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 

3:2303. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of 

Agriculture, LR 11:517 (May 1985), repromulgated by the 

Department of Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Animal Health 

and Food Safety and the Board of Animal Health, LR 40:932 (May 

2014), repealed LR 41: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Title 7 

AGRICULTURE AND ANIMALS 

Part XV. Plant Protection and Quarantines 

Chapter 7. Control of Fire Ants 

(Formerly LAC 7:XXI.Chapter 27) 

 

Chapter 7. Control of Fire Ants 

(Formerly LAC 7:XXI.Chapter 27) 

§701. Authority 

(Formerly LAC 7:XXI.2701) 

A. Whereas, it has been determined, and so declared, that 

a serious insect pest known as the imported fire ant 

(Solenopsis saevissima richteri Forel) is known to exist in 

certain parishes in the state of Louisiana; and 

B. whereas, the imported fire ant is known to be a 

serious pest of humans, crops, livestock and wildlife; and 

C. whereas, the intrastate movement from a property of 

articles infested with the imported fire ant to other properties 

or areas where the pest does not exist constitutes a menace to 

the agricultural industry of the state; 

D. therefore, in order to prevent the spread of and to 

control and eradicate the imported fire ant in Louisiana, the 

Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Immigration, 

under authority of part ii of chapter 12 of title 3 of the 

Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, hereby promulgate the 

following quarantine and regulation. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Adopted in accordance with R.S. 

3:2351. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Adopted by the Department of 

Agriculture, June 1960, repromulgated by the Department of 

Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Animal Health and Food Safety 

and the Board of Animal Health, LR 40:932 (May 2014). 

§703. Definitions of Words, Terms and Phrases 

(Formerly LAC 7:XXI.2703) 

A. For the purpose of these regulations, the following 

words, terms and phrases shall be construed respectively to 

mean: 

Agent or Inspector―an authorized representative of the 

state entomologist and/or the Louisiana Department of 

Agriculture and Immigration; 

Certificate―a document evidencing compliance with 

the requirements of this quarantine; 

Department―the Louisiana State Department of 

Agriculture and Immigration; 

Eradication Area―that portion of the regulated area in 

which eradication measures directed against this pest have 

been carried out or are in the process of being carried out; 

Infestation―the presence of the imported fire ant; 



 

Limited Permit―a document authorizing the movement 

of regulated products to a restricted destination for limited 

handling, utilization, processing or treatment; 

Moved―carried, shipped, offered for shipment, 

accepted for shipment, or otherwise caused or allowed to be 

transported intrastate by any means whatsoever by any 

person, directly or indirectly; 

Person―an individual, firm or corporation; 

Pest-Free Area―that portion of the state of Louisiana in 

which the imported fire ant is not known to exist; 

Pest and/or Imported Fire Ant―the insect known as the 

imported fire ant (Solenopsis saevissina richteri Furel) in 

any stage of development; 

Regulated Area―any portion of the state of Louisiana 

in which the imported fire ant has been found and placed 

under quarantine because of its presence. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Adopted in accordance with R.S. 

3:2351. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Adopted by the Department of 

Agriculture, June 1960, repromulgated by the Department of 

Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Animal Health and Food Safety 

and the Board of Animal Health, LR 40:932 (May 2014). 

§705. Scouting, Inspection, Control and Eradication 

Authority 

(Formerly LAC 7:XXI.2705) 

A. Agents of the Louisiana Department of Agriculture 

and Immigration shall be allowed entrance onto any property 

or premises to determine if the pest exists on such and to 

take such action as, in the judgment of the state 

entomologist, is necessary to control or eradicate the pest 

wherever found. 

B. No person, firm or corporation shall in any way 

interfere with an agent of the Louisiana Department of 

Agriculture and Immigration in carrying out the provisions 

of this regulation, or interfere with the application of 

suppressive measures for the control and eradication of the 

imported fire ant. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Adopted in accordance with R.S. 

3:2351. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Adopted by the Department of 

Agriculture, June 1960, repromulgated by the Department of 

Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Animal Health and Food Safety 

and the Board of Animal Health, LR 40:932 (May 2014). 

§707. Quarantined Area 

(Formerly LAC 7:XXI.2707) 

A. Quarantined areas in Louisiana are hereby declared to 

be: 

1. the entire parishes of: 

a. Acadia; 

b. Ascension; 

c. Beauregard; 

d. Calcasieu; 

e. Concordia; 

f. East Baton Rouge; 

g. Iberia; 

h. Iberville; 

i. Jefferson; 

j. Lafayette; 

k. Livingston; 

l. Orleans; 

m. Ouachita; 

n. Plaquemines; 

o. Pointe Coupee; 

p. St. Bernard; 

q. St. Charles; 

r. St. John the Baptist; 

s. St. Landry; 

t. St. Martin; 

u. St. Tammany; 

v. Tangipahoa; 

w. Terrebonne; 

x. Washington; 

y. West Baton Rouge; and 

2. the following parts of parishes of: 

a. Assumption―that portion lying west of the west 

line of R. 14 E; 

b. Avoyelles―that portion lying south of the south 

line of T. 2 N; 

c. Bossier―that portion lying south of U.S. 

Highway 80; 

d. Caddo―that portion lying south of the south line 

of T. 19 N. and east of the east line of R. 15 W; 

e. East Carroll―that portion lying south of the 

south line of T. 20 N. and west of the west line of R. 12 E; 

f. Evangeline―that portion lying east of the east 

line of R. 1 N; 

g. Franklin―Secs. 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 

and 35, T. 15 N., R. 9 E.; and Secs. 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6, T. 14 N., 

R. 9 E; 

h. Jefferson Davis―that portion lying north of the 

north line of T. 9 S; 

i. Lafourche―Secs. 1, 2, 3, 4, 24, 25, 37, 38, 39, 

40, 41, 42, and 43, T. 18 S., R. 21 E. Secs. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 12, 

and 62, T. 17 S., R. 21 E.; Secs. 43, 44, 45, 46, and 104, T. 

17 S., R. 20 E.; and Secs. 11, 12, 13 and 14, T. 14 S., R. 18 

E; 



 

j. Madison―that portion lying west of Tensas 

Bayou and north of the north line of T. 15 N; 

k. Morehouse―that portion lying south of the south 

line of T. 20 N. and west of the west line of R. 7 E; 

l. Rapides―that portion lying south of the south 

line of T. 3 N. and east of the east line of R. 2 W; 

m. Richland―Secs. 12, 13, 24, and 25, T. 17 N., R. 

9 E.; and Secs. 7, 18, 19, and 30, T. 17 N., R. 10 E; 

n. St. Helena―that portion lying south of the south 

line of T. 3 S. and west of the Tickfaw River; 

o. St. Mary―that portion lying west of the Wax 

Lake Outlet; 

p. Tensas―Secs. 25, 26, 27, 38, 39, 40, 47, 48, 49, 

50, and 51, T. 9 N., R. 10 E.; and Secs 1, 2, 18, and 20, T. 9 

N., R. 11 E; 

q. Union―that portion lying south of the south line 

of T. 21 N. and east of the east line of R. 1 E; 

r. Vermilion―that portion lying east of the west 

line of R. 1 E; 

s. West Carroll―that portion lying south of the 

south line of T. 22 N; 

t. West Feliciana―that portion lying south of the 

south line of T. 1 S. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Adopted in accordance with R.S. 

3:2353 and R.S. 3:2351. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Adopted by the Department of 

Agriculture, June 1960, repromulgated by the Department of 

Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Animal Health and Food Safety 

and the Board of Animal Health, LR 40:933 (May 2014). 

§709. Regulated Products 

(Formerly LAC 7:XXI.2709) 

A. Regulated products shall consist of the following: 

1. soil and unprocessed sand and gravel, separately or 

with other things; 

2. forest, field or nursery-grown woody or herbaceous 

plants with soil attached; 

3. plants in pots or containers; 

4. grass sod; 

5. unmanufactured forest products such as stump 

wood or timbers if soil is attached; 

6. any other products not listed in this Paragraph when 

it is determined that they present a hazard of the spread of 

the imported fire ant. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Adopted in accordance with R.S. 

3:2353 and R.S. 3:2351. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Adopted by the Department of 

Agriculture, June 1960, repromulgated by the Department of 

Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Animal Health and Food Safety 

and the Board of Animal Health, LR 40:933 (May 2014). 

§711. Conditions Governing Movement of Regulated 

Products 

(Formerly LAC 7:XXI.2711) 

A. Regulated products may be moved within any 

regulated area or to a point outside the regulated area only if 

accompanied by a valid certificate issued under the 

following conditions: 

1. when, in the judgement of the inspector, they have 

not been exposed to infestation; 

2. when they have been examined by the inspector 

and found to be free of infestation; 

3. when they have been treated under the observation 

of the inspector and in accordance with methods selected by 

him known to be effective under the conditions applied; 

4. when grown, produced, stored or handled in such a 

manner that, in the judgment of the inspector, no infestation 

would be transmitted thereby. Regulated products 

originating outside the regulated area may be shipped 

through or reshipped from the regulated area without 

restrictions provided their point of origin is indicated, their 

identity is maintained, and they have been safeguarded 

against infestation in a satisfactory manner. Otherwise, such 

regulated products shall be subject to the same requirements 

as for regulated products originating in the regulated area. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Adopted in accordance with R.S. 

3:2351. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Adopted by the Department of 

Agriculture, June 1960, repromulgated by the Department of 

Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Animal Health and Food Safety 

and the Board of Animal Health, LR 40:933 (May 2014). 

§713. Conditions Governing the Issuance of 

Certificates, Limited Permits and Dealer-

Carrier Agreements 

(Formerly LAC 7:XXI.2713) 

A. Certificates. Certificates may be issued by the 

inspector for the movement of regulated products within the 

regulated area or to a point outside the regulated area 

provided the conditions outlined in §711 have been met. 

B. Limited Permits. Limited permits may be issued by 

the inspector for the movement of uncertified regulated 

products to specified destination for limited handling, 

utilization and/or processing. 

C. Dealer-Carrier Agreement. Any person engaged in 

purchasing, assembling, exchanging, handling, processing, 

utilization, treating, or moving regulated products may be 

required to sign a dealer-carrier agreement stipulating that he 

will maintain such safeguards against the establishment and 

spread of infestation and comply with such conditions as to 

the maintenance of identity, handling, and subsequent 

movement of regulated products, and the cleaning and 

treatment of means of conveyance and containers used in the 

transportation of such products as may be required by the 

inspector. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Adopted in accordance with R.S. 

3:2351. 



 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Adopted by the Department of 

Agriculture, June 1960, repromulgated by the Department of 

Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Animal Health and Food Safety 

and the Board of Animal Health, LR 40:934 (May 2014). 

§715. Assembly of Articles for Inspection 

(Formerly LAC 7:XXI.2715) 

A. Persons intending to move any regulated products 

shall make application for inspection to the state 

entomologist as far in advance as possible, shall so handle 

such products as to safeguard them from infestation, and 

shall assemble them at such points and in such manner as the 

inspector shall designate to facilitate inspection. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Adopted in accordance with R.S. 

3:2351. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Adopted by the Department of 

Agriculture, June 1960, repromulgated by the Department of 

Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Animal Health and Food Safety 

and the Board of Animal Health, LR 40:934 (May 2014). 

§717. Cancellation of Certificates or Limited Permits 

(Formerly LAC 7:XXI.2717) 

A. Certificates or limited permits may be withdrawn or 

canceled and further certificates or permits refused whenever 

it is determined that their further use might result in the 

spread of the pest. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Adopted in accordance with R.S. 

3:2351. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Adopted by the Department of 

Agriculture, June 1960, repromulgated by the Department of 

Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Animal Health and Food Safety 

and the Board of Animal Health, LR 40:934 (May 2014). 

§719. Waiver of Liability 

(Formerly LAC 7:XXI.2719) 

A. The Department of Agriculture or its inspector will 

not be responsible in any way for the death of livestock, bees 

or plants in areas treated for the control of the imported fire 

ant after official notice has been given that such areas are to 

be treated. When such notice is given, property owners are to 

take all necessary precautions to protect their properties. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Adopted in accordance with R.S. 

3:2351. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Adopted by the Department of 

Agriculture, June 1960, repromulgated by the Department of 

Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Animal Health and Food Safety 

and the Board of Animal Health, LR 40:934 (May 2014). 

§721. Shipments for Scientific Purposes 

(Formerly LAC 7:XXI.2721) 

A. The restrictions of this quarantine do not apply to 

shipments of regulated products under proper safeguards to 

the United States Department of Agriculture, or to 

recognized state institutions for scientific purposes, except 

that a special permit issued by a duly authorized state or 

federal inspector, must be attached to the outside of the 

container. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Adopted in accordance with R.S. 

3:2351. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Adopted by the Department of 

Agriculture, June 1960, repromulgated by the Department of 

Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Animal Health and Food Safety 

and the Board of Animal Health, LR 40:934 (May 2014). 

§723. Penalties 

(Formerly LAC 7:XXI.2723) 

A. Any person found guilty of violating the provisions of 

this quarantine and regulation is subject to the penalties 

provided for by section 1736 of parts 2 and 3 of chapter 12 

of title 3 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950. 

B. Regulated products held in storage, warehouses, 

moved, sold or offered for sale in violation of this quarantine 

and regulation shall be confiscated by an inspector of the 

department and either destroyed or otherwise disposed of in 

such a manner as to eliminate the hazard of spreading 

imported fire ant infestation. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Adopted in accordance with R.S. 

3:2354 and R.S. 3:2351. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Adopted by the Department of 

Agriculture, June 1960, repromulgated by the Department of 

Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Animal Health and Food Safety 

and the Board of Animal Health, LR 40:934 (May 2014). 

§725. Effective Date 

(Formerly LAC 7:XXI.2725) 

A. The above quarantine and regulation to prevent 

spread of, control and eradicate the imported fire ant may be 

revised or amended at any time conditions warrant. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Adopted in accordance with R.S. 

3:2351. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Adopted by the Department of 

Agriculture, June 1960, repromulgated by the Department of 

Agriculture and Forestry, Office of Animal Health and Food Safety 

and the Board of Animal Health, LR 40:934 (May 2014). 



 

 


