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     The Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry (LDAF) entered into a 
Cooperative Agreement with the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), 
Animal Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), Plant Protection and Quarantine 
(PPQ) in 2011 to conduct a survey for Sudden Oak Death (SOD) (Phytophthora 
ramorum).  LDAF conducted this survey according to survey guidelines set forth by the 
USDA, APHIS, PPQ in 2011.  LDAF utilized its 50 Agriculture and Environmental 
Science (AES) inspectors to conduct this visual survey.  This was the 8th consecutive 
year that LDAF has conducted this survey for SOD.  This survey originally began in 
April, 2011, but was stopped after a brief period of survey work was completed due to 
doubts if funding was to ever be awarded.  The 2011 SOD survey resumed in June and 
continued until December, 2011.  LDAF AES inspectors surveyed 58 sites encompassing 
28 parishes during this survey and took 137 foliage samples which were submitted to 
Dr. Nick Singh at Louisiana State University (LSU) for ELISA testing.  There were 15 
samples out of the 137 that tested ELISA positive and Dr. Singh extracted DNA and ran 
a PCR on all samples which tested negative for Phytophthora ramorum.   





LDAF also conducted a SOD water baiting survey in 2011.  This survey was 
conducted according to PPQ guidelines.  LDAF AES inspectors deployed 10 bait bags 
(constructed in 2010) in retention ponds at 5 selected nurseries.  Bait leaves were 
selected from an old camellia at SSC’s residence in St. Tammany parish.  There was 4 
camellia leaves placed into each bait bag.  The bait bags were deployed on October 10, 
2011 and decommissioned on October 17, 2011.  The average water temperature at 
deployment was 75.86° F and the average water temperature when bags were retrieved 
was 74.08° F.  There were 44 total leaf samples submitted to Dr. Singh at LSU for 
ELISA testing.  There were 24 of the leaf samples that tested ELISA positive and Dr. 
Singh extracted DNA and ran a PCR on these samples which all tested negative for 
Phytophthora ramorum. 
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